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(The Boke of comfozt called in lat 
Boetius de Conſolatione philoſophie 
{Tranſlated in to engleſſe tonge. 
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Pꝛefatio Tranſlatozis* . _ 
Pn ſuffyſance of connyng & of whit 
A, -4 Defaute of langage & erpertence _ 
Chvys labour viche ye haue vpon me put 

25 Muſte fully excuſe vn to your reyerence 
hy with craft of eloquence 
Depaynted ſo as other bokes be 
yet muſte J nedes do my dilygence 
with al my pouer to pleſe yonr ſouerente 
¶ Thys ſubtel mater of Boetius 
In hyg boke of conſolation 
So hye hyt ys ſo harde and curpous 
Ful ferre a bowe my eſtimation 
— r be not by my T 

ouled ne corrupt to god J pꝛay 
So helpe me with thy inſpiration 
That art of wyledom both locke and key 
¶ As fro the texte that J dary nougth 
But kepe the ſentens in hys true entent 
And woꝛdes eke as nye as may be bꝛougth 
where la we of meter wyl therto con tente 
(Thys mater wiche that ys ſo excellente 
And paſſeth both my connynge c my migth 
So haue yt loꝛde in thy gouernment 
That canneſt refoꝛme al thynge to rygth 
J haue herd ſpeke a ſumwhat haue J ſeyrt 
Ok dyuers men that wonder craftely 
an metre ſomme t ſomme in pole pleyn 

aueth thys boke tranſlated dyuerſiy 
In to engleſſe tonge woꝛde foꝛ wotde wel ny 
But I muſte vſe the wittes that J haue 
Though J may not do ſo wel / yet truly 
with p helpe of god the ſentens wyl J gy 1 
ji. 
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ES Pꝛekatio tranclatoꝛis. 

To chaucer that was floure of retoryke 

In engleſſe tonge # excellent poete 

J wotekul wel J am no thyng leke 
Though J hys makyng do conterfete 
And Go ber that ſo craftely doth trete 

As in hys bokes of mozalyte 

Thougth J to hym in makynge am vnmete 

vet wyl I che woꝛteh that ys in me % 

Dytleketh not me to labour noꝛ muſe 

vpon theſe olde poyſeg derke 1 55 

Fo: criſten fayth ſuche thynges moſte refuſe 

As wttneſeth Jerom the noble clerke 

Pytſhulde be no criſten mannes worke 

Tho kalte goddes nameg to renew 

Fo? he pᷣ hathe receued oriſtes merke 

pf he do ſo to criſte he ys vntrew 

F:o them that criſte in heuen bleſſe Thal 

Suche maner wotkes muſte be put a ſyde 

Fot certenly hyt nedet not at al 

To vhette no w the dartes of cupyde 

Ae oꝛ to bydde that venus be our gyde 

So that we map our foule luſtes Wynne 

Leſtehereafter the ſame to ous betyde 

As dyd tothe ſayd venus foꝛ her ſynne 

¶ And certen J haue taſhed wonder lyte 

As ofthe welles of calyope 

No wonder though J ſympelly endyte 

yet wyl J nofte vn to Teſſiphone 

Ne to her ſuſters that in hel be 

Beſekynge after craft of eloquence 

But v2ay to god ot hys benignite 

My f pirit to enſpyze with hys influence 


ELSE LASS EEC Yoo SEE LASER 
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Pꝛologus. 
And he that wold hyg lnſtes ofte withſayn . 

He ne was but ded yf that he wold appere. 
Fo2 fuch a cauſe Boectus was ſlayn. 

Ok whom thys pꝛoceſſe after treteth here 
¶ And rygth theſe dayes men may ſe thys ſame 
Ok lome yp haue the aſtate of gouernaunce. 

Ho ſo wyl ther vyces oꝛ luſtes blame. 

They take hyt in deſpyte and diſpleſance. 
They wil hym do ſomemyſchefe oꝛ miſchaunce 
And tho th lat holde amend ex coꝛrecte. 
vyce / in them hyt hath hyꝛ ſuſtenance. | 
Ind good folke they holdeth as ſuſpecte. 
¶ The pere of criſte .v. hundzed +. xv. 
Whan Anaſtaſius was emperour 
Boetius thysſame of whom J mene. 

In Rome he was a noble cenatour. 

But in maner as a conquerour. 
Theodoꝛicus regned in Italy 

And Rome he helde as kynge and gouernour 
He had yt wonne by conqueſte in batayle 
¶ Foꝛ Anaſtaſius was not leke 

Ne not ſo ſtronge of maney at leſt 

He conſented that Theodoꝛpke 
Shold regne in Rome # hold yt at hys heſte 
And he wold hold hym ſelfe in the eſte 

He ſayd hyt was acoꝛdynge to hys hele 
And koꝛ hys eſe in ſothe he thougth yt beſte 
Foꝛ Romayns be ful perplous With to dele 
Thys kyng of Rome then Theodoꝛpke 
Was fhl of malyce and of curſedneſſe 

And eke fo2 cauſe he was an heretyke 


Thecriſten peophe gan he loze opprelſe 
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„e, Piologuss 
Boetius with al hys bẽlynes 
withſtode hem alwey ſparyng none offence 
And hym pꝛelent often tyme expꝛeſſe 
 Reuerſed hys vnlauful iugementes 
- [ hene ſpared noztÞ higth of hys aſtate 
But euer he [pakcagenſte hys tyzanny 

wherkoꝛe the kyng hem had loꝛe in hate 
And hym exyled in to lumbardy 

To priſon in the cyte of papy 

wher as foꝛ a recreation 
Bet wene hymlelfe and philoſophy 
He Wot thys boke of conſolation 

¶ In pꝛoſe # meter interchangingly 

with wozdes ſet in colour wonder wel 
Ok retoꝛpke endited craftely 
And ſchewyng that theſe welthes tempoꝛel 
Ar not to be deſired neuer a dele 
Ne woꝛdly mtſcheffe nothyng to be dꝛede 
Enkoꝛſeng ous by reſon natural 

So dertu kullyfoꝛ to taken hede 
C Then Anaſtaſins had made hys fyne- 
As tyme of age vn to hys deth hem dꝛew 
Then aſter hem was emperour Juſtine 
A noble knygth a faythful # a trew 
Fo criltes laues wonder wel he knew 
And kept them as a very criſten man 
And heretikes faſt he gan perſew 
That arrianes were called than 
¶ Hys letters then in to Rome he ſent 
Foz to deſtroye al that hereſy 
And kully gaue them in commandement 
That they chuld put them out of company 


4 > _ > we — — * 
* * Sa =>. 4 ff Py — a> 
4 — * 1 — 2 
mou r 720g, a N 


r 1 —— ö 1 r — 
A; > mma W n 


—— 


. 
— o 4 . = -_ N = 
* "mrs. Sg * 
* 


> 5 _ „ 


* 
8 
l 
1 
* 
N 


* 


Pꝛefatio trantlatoꝛis. 


C Caliqpe as poetes fapneth ys one of the ſonnes doughters $ 56 one 


chef ot the ix muſes x they cal her goddas of eloquence. She hath. 111. 


vvelles Gꝛamatica / Dialetitca / 4 IRetozira, of vvhom ps duued al crafs. 


ofeloquece Allo they fepneth to be in hel iii. fuſters called furyas 02 ven 
gereſſes / that puniſhe men koꝛ ther meſdedes. the one ps called X#llecco / 


a nother Megner / the itt. Teſſiphone. Theſe alſo be called muſes of 


moznyng that tecyth + cnfozmeth men to mahe ſourokul complayntes z 
C. So thatkio blame and confuſton 
Of al thys foule woꝛdly w2echedneſte 
He helpe me in thys occupation 1 
To the honour ok hys blyſfulneſſe 
And in reuerence ok your woꝛthyneſle 
Madame thys wotke at pour inſtance 
1 haue begonne after my ſympleneſſe 
Jn vyl to do yow ſeruyce and pleſanwe 
Incipit Prologus. ex 
e whyle p rome was regnig i her floꝛes 
Ando p would held al the monarchy 
She was gouerned then by emperours 
And was renouned wonder noblely 
Tyl pꝛyde had ſet ther hertes vp on hy 
Then beganne they to ble crudelyte 
And regned by rygurneſſe and tyranny 
And oppzeſſed ſoze the compnalte . 
Foꝛ leke as pouertecauſeth ſoberneſſe 
And feblenes enkoꝛceth contmence 5 
Nygth lo pꝛoſperite and ſykerneſſe 
ys the moder ol vyce and neglygence 


And pouer alſo cauſeth inſoleuce 


And afren honour changeth good maners 
(Ther ys none ſoperilouſe peſtilence 


As ys hye aſtate geuen to ſrewes 


A ilij. 
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Pꝛologus. 0 
C Of the wich was Nero one and pꝛincipal 
That ſuch maner tiranny began | 
Though he bare the dis eme pmperial, 
pet was he a very curſed man. 
So cruelly he gan to regne than 
Yeſlew hys maſter a hys moder both, 
And moche he dyd that tel J ne can. 
Ho lo hath hyt red he knoueth wel p ſoth; 
The cheke of holy church he cle we alſo. 
ent Peter # Paule both vpon one day. 
And atter them ful many other mo. 
Aud of the lame hyt ys J dare wel ſay. 
That Paule wꝛiteth thus hyt ys no nay. 
And ſayth now ys the foime of wickedneſſe. 
And fygure rygth of anticriſtes lay. 


In whom chal be al maner of curledneſte. 


Miſterium iam operatur iniquitatis / vt qui tenet iam teneat donet de 
medio fiat. ¶ Novv ſayth fent Paule vvoꝛchet the miſtery # foxme 
ok anticriſtes vvickedneſſe. vvych anticriſte ſhal be leke to hym / vſynge 
none other lave but vvylfulneſſe / ledynge hys lyffe in luſtes / fyndynge 
occaſions foz to deſtroy al the good + vertuos /cruel and ful of vnkpyndly 


affections drayng to hym al the that be leke to hym in foule coditions «| 
¶ For they p truly techeth criſtes loꝛe. 

To make men koꝛlete ther vyce. 

Antecriſte Wyl punyſſhe them therfoꝛe. 

Ind al ther pꝛechynge ſet at no pꝛyce. 

So was he geuen to luſtes # delyce. 

That what deſire came vn to hys thougth. 

He wold pt doe without mote aduyſe, 

Foꝛ no thynge then wold he ſpare hyt nougth. 

C Andhe þ wold a geyn hys vyces fpeke* 
And counſel hym hys luſtes co rekrabun. 
withouten moꝛe anone he Wolde bewꝛeke. 

He wold hym put in tozment and in payn. 


Ptologus. 
Cheryn alweyin peynes fo2 to bꝛenne 
And wyth the foulefendes fo2 to dwelle 
Fo tyzantes that ſo fers ben and felle 

Ben arayd ſuche rewardes ſoz ther mede 
J ſeyyow but as olde bokes do telle 

Now to my purpoſe tyme ys that I ſpede 
¶ And euery loꝛde oꝛ lady what ye be 

Onꝛ clerke that leketh fox to reden thys 
Belekynge louly wyth humplyte 
Suppoꝛteth wher J haue ofte ſayd a mys 
Coꝛrecteth only there that nedful vs 

pf wo2d oz ſentence be not as hytſhulde 
My ſ[elfe J am vnſufficyant J wys 

Foz yfJ cowde haue better done J wolde 


| Explicit pꝛologus. 
C Reſon and intelligens purely tonſpdered in kynd of ther vvorching 
haueth them ſelfe euery a gen other / as pꝛattick + theozpk / oz as attyt 
tontemplatpk. Ind al tho the vvozchpng ok teſon leke to pꝛactpf in oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛe * pcelle in vs that vſeth pzoceſſe go bekoze intelligence as pꝛactpcke 
goyth befoze theozick /  actyfbefoze tontemplatpke / pet in vvoꝛthines 
+ alſo in perfection of bleſtulhed / intelligens ſoꝛmounteth + ys ſouerayn 
to reſon. Foꝛ theſame treuthes that reſon ſeketh + fyndeth by diſtouts / 
thes pure bliſtul ſpirites / vvithe ben called iutelligentes) ſeyth + knou⸗ 
eth perfectly in the mitrour ot eternal lygth / that ys goddes ſonne vit 
outen any diſcurſe ofreſon . And mocye moꝛe viche ne may not be proce 
ued here ofous inthys pilgremage. But rygth as a good pꝛactiſet by 
exertiſe of labur experiens oſ hys craft / map deſerne to be made pꝛeuy 
ok ſoteltes of hys crafte + to be made a maſter / rygth ſo a ſoule coniuned 
to bodly mater / map by hys good labour of difcours / de ſerue to atteyu 
to'be made pzeup by intelligence of al the ſame trouthes on hye in blyſle 
4 — thes bleſful ſpirites haueth of ther firſte creation. ¶ By nature 
of the reſonabelte of mannes ſoule ) viche reſonabelte ys the forme ſub⸗ 
ſtantial of the ſelfe ſoule / ther ſhuld uot be denyed hem that he vvolde 
deſpre. And that may be ſcheued by thys (kyle. ¶ The ſaule vhos 
formeſubſtaniialys reſon oꝛ reſonabilte / he may of pzoper kynde nozt 
deſpre but reſonable ; fo phe other deſired / he vvere vnreſonable. And 
pk he delpre but that ys proer to hem of kpnde /pt map not ofreſon be 
denyed hym. But hove ys h yt that a foule toniuned defyreth ofte 
other than refonable / Ther be. li. cauſes. One ys fo; lome loules fox 
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Liber pꝛimus. | 
the intemperance s boſtcpneſſe of ther matetial body-fapleth in diſrours 
In other that haueth clere diſcours pet ſenſualite vych ys thekicliy pate 
of the loule replpeth euer a gen thys diſcouts ok reſon / aſkyng hys luſtes 
as pꝛoper to hys kyndei Ind togth he be ueuer ko ofte aulue red + conclu 
ded pet euer he reſoꝛteth to hys firſt aſkyng haupug no regarde to al the 
reſons that map be made agenſte hym. Rigth as a man that fayleth dif 
cours vhom men calleth a mad man / tough a man make to hym neuer 
ſo gret reſons / pet ps he not anluered / he ftleth them not / but euer he 
re ſoꝛteth to that he tirſte began. ¶ Thys impoꝛtunat pꝛeſſenge of 
lenlualite of ſuch vnreſonable replications encombeth ſo the reſon that 
he leueth the true ende that he had traueled foz by difcours 43 entendethe 
to the luſte of ſenſualite defiryng thynges that be vnreſonadle / vvpche 
deſpre pf yt vvere grounded inſenſualite vych ys changeable / pt (ſhiulbe: 
a none bring the ſoule iu to endles miſchef.foz ther map no thyna ſtand 
kyndip that contrarteth Hys-avne kynd. Ne a reſonable ſpirite though 
he be moueable in vvozkyng + in affzctions pet of pꝛopꝛe kynde he map 
not vvyl contradiction / that ps to ſep nove thys 4 nov the contraty fox 
then he erred agen reſon Do then a ſoule defityng that thyug that 
ps vnreſonable / « conſequently to hys deſtruct(on / by the hy gouernes 
hyt ps oftentyme denyed hym . vherfoze he falleth-in to „ peynkul heups - 
neſſe be caufe he lacketh that ge deſireth / et hath that hym lotheth . 
Ind vvere not that the ſenſualite bereth thys pepn the miſchefvvere en 


dles . vherfoze the lenſuallte that ys changeable lothetH thys pep vyl 


lyng to be delſuered th2rof / lomtpme refosteth to ctſon foꝛlakpng ſuche 
vnſkplefildeſires + ſuffreth reſon to haue hys kyndlp operations. Ind 
pfthys pepnful heuyneſſe be moꝛed in the ſoule + reſon fully ouertome / 

then falleth a man in delpere . # ſo ſomme deſtroeth themſelf by vvylkul 
detb x ſa continue in perpetual peyn vpt hout ende. Thus kel hyt of 
the kirſt angel that deſired vndiſeretly to be leken to god v koꝛ he migthe 

not haue Hys deſpre / he fel in peynfal heuineſfe. but in heuen map be no 
peyn / Ind he mizth not vvyl the contraty to that he ones villed / he 
vvas ſo pure » ſimple ot nature, vherkoie vvithout remedy he vvas 
caſte in to miſchef in the pepn of hel ¶ Ho yt be felofthys noble 
clerk Bopte / becauſe he had that he vvold not / that vvas priſon other 
tribulation. Ind alſo he vvanted that he vvolde haue that vvas hys 
aſtate in the cyte of Rome / hys hovſe/ bokes/ 4 hys other goodes / pꝛe 
ſens of hys vuylle + chpldern hys other krendes vherof he vvas vvion 
gkully fpopled # vut out of hys cyte / exiled as a traytonr / he kel in to a 
pepnful heuineſſe and made hys complaint ſapug. Yllas J vvreche. 2 F. 
But fo: aſmoche as thys heupneſſe vvas but the mevyng or ſenlualite / 


vice ol hys nature ps chaũgable. Ind leſte he fel in to ful foꝛgetyng of 


hymſeit᷑ + in the vttermeſt myſchef. Reſon confozterh the fleſiy kunde / 

reducyng pt to knovlege of yt ſelfe / + ſo to forgete the heupneſſe that he 
vvas ſo gzeuoſip pepned vvith foꝛ loſynge of hys dignyte/ vvyfe/chyl s 

dern/.4 goodes a fore tehetſed. | | 


Pꝛologus. | 
Theodoꝛicns tone thys wonder hye 
Fox he hymſelf was holly one o th 0 
Thys meſſage he repelled vtterly 
And made a vo we pt chulde not be ſo 


 C Ind ſwWoꝛe but yf the arrianes muſte 


Haue ther peſe graunted to them a geyn 
He wold not leue one in al that coſte 
Of criſten kayth but he ſhuld be clayn 
And thus he bed the meſſengers ſeyn 
(That yt he wold with arrianes ſtryue 
Depth the emperour with woꝛdes playn 
Ok criſten wyl J leue none a lyue 
¶ To conſtantinople he ſent a none 
Ok ſenatours wich that hym leſte 
And a mouges other pope John 
And bede them labour foꝛ ther awne beſte 
And ruthfully they made ther requeſte 
That Juſtyneſhuld thys mandement relefe 
Fot Þ criſten migth not ben in reſte 
But yk he graunted the arrianes pece 
¶ The emperour hyg malice vnderſtode 
Benyngly he grauntedthem ther bone 
And wel he thougth p yt was as good 
That mater to ceſſe ty] efte ſone 

Ind better mygth yt afterwarde be done 
BY good aduyſe of Wwyſer oꝛdinance 
The arrianes ſo he let alone 

To vlen foꝛth ther olde gouernaunce 

¶ Thes meſſengers to the kynges pay 


Toꝛned not ſo haſtely ageyn 


As he deſtted at a certen day 
wher fo2e in herte he had grete dyſdeyne 
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Pꝛologus : 
And Boyce that lay in pꝛyſon ⁊ in payn 
In exyle in the cyte of Papey 

In Melayn he made hym to be ſlayn 

In Papey ben hys bones ſykerly | 

C And when theſe meſſengers at p laſte 
Ketozned were / in herte he gan to bzenne 
Pope John in pꝛiſon then he caſte 

Fer out in the cyte of Rauenne 
And made hymcloſed in a narowe denne 
wher he ne mygth torne hym ſelfe ne wende 
And ſoth to ſay he wente neuer thenne 
Tyl of hys lyfft he had made an ende 
C Alco the worthy noble Symmacus 
That was a man grounded al in grace 
The wyche in vertu was heroieus 
Ther leftenot ſuche a nother as he was 


Vir heroicus ys a man geuen al to contemplation : to vertu / 
in vvhom al fleſly paſſpous ben quenched + repzeſſed, 


Vvatthoute cauſeſurfyt oꝛ treſpace 

At Ratrenne eke he klewe hym cruelly 
And afterwardes iu thatſame place 
The next pere he dyed ſodenly | 
C And as ſent gregozy dothhym ſelf wayte 
As yet hys bokes maketh mentyon 
Ther was tyme a holy heremyte 
As he was in hys contemplation 
He dyd ſe Theodoꝛyke in viſyon 

Bet wene Symacus and pope John 
Bygth as a theffe to hys dampnation 
How he was led / # after that anone | 
¶ Jn the Ile of vulcane was he caſte then 


That ful ys of à fyʒe klam of hel 


Incipit liber Boetij de c5ſolatoe philoſoph ie. 
Metru pꝛimũ. Carmina qui quondam, 


Lagthat J wꝛeche vhiles J was in welth 

| und vſed luſtey dytes foꝛ to w2yte 

Mo vam ſet inſo2ow # vnhelthe 
wyth tmoꝛnynge my my2th J muſte reſpyte 
Lam-ntable muſes techeth me to endyte 
Of woo. with wepynge they weteth my face 
Thus hath dyſeſe deſtroyed al my delyte 
And bꝛougch my blyſſe Jolyte ful bace 
C And though 5 I with myſchef no we be met 
That falſe foꝛtune loureth thus on me 
No dꝛede kro me mygth thes mules let 
Me to enſue in myne aduerſyte 
My Joy they were in al my Jolyte 
Ok pouthe that was ſo glad om # ſo grene 
Now they ſolaceth my dꝛeꝛy deſtyne 
And in my age my comkoꝛteno we they bene 
C Un warel age cometh on me haſtely 
Heyngh on me foꝛ harme that J haue had 
And ſoꝛo we hys heſtes hath hoten to be ny 
Hoe heres on my hed to rathe ben ſp2ed 
Al to me of blod my bodey Wexeth bad 
My empty ſkyn begynneth to tremel ⁊ quake 
J haue no cauſe wherof J may be glad 
Thus moꝛnyng fo: myſeſe my mone J make 
¶ A deth of men ableſful thynge yt were 
yk he wold ſpare them in ther luſtineſſe 
And come to them that be of heuy chere 
when they hym cal to lake ther diſtreſſe 
But ooh allas ho we dul x deffe he ys 
V2yngynge a wey fro wiecches When they clepe 


Liber pꝛimus ! 
And woꝛneth thenne with wonder cruelnelle 
(The yes ko to cloſe that wele & wepe 
¶ But vhyle foztune vnfaythful c vntru 
Ok luſty lyffe was to me fauozable 
Ful ſodenly my hed to grounde he dꝛeu 
The careful houre of deth vnmercitable =_ 
But nowe p ſhe ſo chaungynge # vnſtable 
Hath toꝛned vn to me her cloudy face 
Thys wꝛecched lyffe that ys vnconfoꝛtable 
Dꝛaeth alonge and taryeth nowe allas 
2 wherto ye krendes maden your a vaunte 
o often tymes of my felycite 
(Thys Woꝛdly welth ys not perſeueraunte 
Ne neuer abidynge in no ſtabilyte 
Fot he that falleth out of hys degre 
Ful ſothe yt ys 5 ſtable was henougth 
Ne he ſtode neuer in ful p2oſperyte 


That in to miſchef was ſo low J bꝛougth 


¶ Foitune vvas depaynted after fantaſy of poetes a lady ſyttyuge in 
mypddes of a vhyle viche her ſelk tontinuelly tozned a boute / ſhe hadde 
11. viſages/ one bipgth 4 a nother darke; + in both ſhe vvas blynde 
Cc The comentor trinet aſſigneth iii. cauſes vhy that philoſophy vas 
deſcryued apperynge vn to Boyce in lekeneſſe of a vvoman The kirſt 
cauſe ys koi thys name philoſophia as vvel in laten as in greke ys put 
in the keminpne gender The ſeconde cauſe ps foz rygth as a 
vvoman nozyſleth her chylde vvpth her mplke / rygth ſo philoſophy no 
reſſched Her dilcyples vvithe the ſubtilpte of Her ſcience, 

The thy2zde cauſe ps / fot a vvoman pe of 1 moe tender and tom 
pacient f0z to tomkoꝛte a man in milchef. And ſithe thys clerke vvas 
kalle than in to miſchef as hymſelf ſemed / he fuduced philoſophy in le⸗ 
keneſſe of a vvoman to comfozte hym in a ſlakynge of yys heupneſſe 


he vvas alſo deſtriued teuerent / foz The maketh the perſons teuerent 
n-vpche che ys impꝛeſſed. | 
The pees of philoſophy ben teſon and vnderſtandpnge/ vherby — 
ſophy ys kendlp percepued. ¶ Theybtenne by deſyze of conpng 


Liber Pꝛimus. 
e clere by po ſſib ilite of vnderſtandynge. 


C They 


empted ne fully compꝛehended. The chyre of her viſage ys 
perfection of doctryne. the colour ps fuineſſe of trueth. fo: the hoole 
entente ys foꝛ to percepue and conpzehende trueth , She paſedde 
mannes age / fo: her truthes ben perpetual. not ſubget to tyme rhas 
melureth man hys age. 


Pꝛoſa pʒꝛima. Mec dum mecaum 

Capitulum ſecundũ Boecius loquitur. 
In murnynge thus J made my complaynt 
And foꝛ to wꝛite my fyngers gan J folde 
Fo: dꝛerineſſe J ware al keble d faynt 
That of my lyſte almoſte no thynge J to lde 
But vp warde at the laſte J gan beholde 
In lothe Icaw ſo fayer a creature 
7 couthe her not delcriuen though J wolde 
So femly was her ſhappe and her feyture 
C She was lo wonder reuerent of her chyre 
Yy2 colonr eke ſo louely & ſo bꝛygth 
yr pene brenne cemenge as fot clere 
aſſynge fer a bouen mannes ſygth 
Al thoe ſhe were ful freſche a clene of mygth 
As ſhe had ben ful yongly of cozage 
pet ſemed lhe to euery wordly wigth 
(That ſhe was ouer paſſed man hys age 
Hy: ſtature was of douteful iugemente 
umtyme thus of comen mennes mete 
Andſumtyme was her ſtature ſo extente 
(That with her hed ſhe ſemed heuens bete 
And other vhyle ſo hye her hed ſhe gete 
She perted heuen # migth no more be ſeyn 
So that we moſte the ſyght of her koꝛlete 
And al our lokynge after was in venn 


¶ Her myghtes bene the vertu of her pꝛinciples that neuer may de 
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But rather doth hym greuance + dylele 


er clothes were w:ogthof thiedesſmale 

y ſubtel cratt ot mater perdurable 
And with hyꝛ handes by her awne tale 
She had them wꝛogth J trow koꝛ no fable 
The beutey ok them was kul commendable 
But duſkey they were foꝛleten as foꝛ elde 
As ymages that in cmoke had ſtonden ſtable 
That be dot weche ne wyped but ſelde | 
¶ Ind in p hem by neth made ſhe had 
So as J coude yt knowe a grekes P. O. 
And in the boꝛdure al a bow J rad 
And ther alſoſhehad made a [FJ] N 
And ſo by twene thes letters migth Je 
Leke to a ladder what that euer yt mende 
wheron men migth al wey kro gre to gre 
Fro ther beneth vp warde euer aſcende 
¶ Neuertheles ſome men by violence 
ad cut thys cloth + peces boꝛen a wey 
uch as they migth Withoute reuerence 
And dyd ther with as was vnto ther pay 
Thys creature of whome J gan yow ſep 
In her rygth hande male bozes were 
A teptre alſo of ful ryche araß 
Foꝛ certen in her other handeſhe bare 
¶ And when thys ladey ſawe thes muſes there 
Un to my beddes ſyde appꝛochynge ney | 
Enditynge woꝛdes to my wepynge cheꝛe 
She gan to loke vpon them feruently 
Ho che ſayd let in thys company | 


* 


Thus with ther ſonge thys ſeke man to pleſe 
That no thynge heleth hym of hys malady 


C Lo thes yt ben che ſayd that foules keden 
With p twete venem of corruption 

And tender hertes maketh fox to bleden 

With t hoꝛnes of ther foule affection 

They \lepn the woꝛthy krutes of relon 

And only bꝛyngeth ſekenes in vlage 

Thys ys the kynd of ther condition 

And nought at al the ſekeneſſe to aſſuage 

¶ yf ye che ſayd with your dalyance 

Had dꝛauen fro me ſome foule vnp2ofytable 
Leſſe yt ſhuld haue done me diſpleſance 
might haue boꝛen yt then as ſufferable 

Foz vhy in ſuch a foule that ys vnable 

May nought ben harmed of my beſynes 

But thes that euer in ſtudyes hath ben ſtable 
Shuld not be founden with your foleſneſſe 
¶ But goeth ye fylthes out of my pꝛelence 
your t wetnes wold hym bꝛynge at an ende 
hal hym laue with the ſalfe of my ſcience 
That chal be moꝛe comfoꝛt vn to hys kende 
And thus thys company a wey gan wende 
And bytterly abaſſhed them of ther blame 

She wynge wel the habyte of ther mynde 
Pangynge doune to grotide ther heddes foꝛ ſhame 
C J then p nye fo teres ſawe ryght nought 
Gan wonder moche vhat might thys woman be 
Meruelynge alſo gretly in my thought 
That ſo emperial of auctoꝛyte 

She made Þ maney ſmartly fro me fle 
J was abaſſhed # henge my hed to grounde 
Vhat ſhe Wold after done o2 ſey to me 
Then J abode #held me ſtyl a ſtounde 


OOCt 


Liber Pꝛimus 

C But to my bed then gan ſhe nyen nere 
And on the coꝛner doune herſelf che ſette 
And ſadly gan beholde vpon my chere 
That ſo was then with teres al bewette 
And ryght thus\ he be gan wythouten lette 
Complaynynge on my perturbation | 
Be cauſe of myſchef wherwyth J was mette J 
Ok me fhe.made thys lamentation i 
etrum ſecundũ. Heu q; pꝛecipiti. 2 
apitulũ tercium. Philoſophia loquitur F 
C. Allas che ſeyd how thys mannes mynde 118 
Is caſten doune in to ful depe dulneſſe 
Foꝛlete the clereneſſe of hys pꝛoper kynde 
And mentynge koꝛ to go to ſtraunge derkneſſe 
As often tyme as noyos beſyneſſe | 
wythouten melure gynneth to encrece 
when woꝛdly wynde wyth myſchek # deſtrelſe 
Hym hath by2afte al out of reſte & pece | 
C Thys ys that man 5 ſomtyme was ſo fre 
To whom by:craft was euen foz to konne 
Up in to heueng'to behold and ſe 
And to meſure the meuynge of the ſonne 

By craft alſo the connynge had he wonne 
How p the mone changeth fo2 to pꝛymen 

And what recours the ſterres haue ronne 

In ther ſperes how-dyuerſly they meuen 
¶ As victoꝛ hath heſotelly conquered 
(The craft by nomber al he compꝛehendeth 
Fro vhens alſo. thes wyndes ben a rered 
The ſmothe ſee that tozneth ſo ck wendeth 
Why eſperus at euen ſo aſcendeth 
Eſte / in the weſtea doune a geyn to loyte 


Saba, LS id and MG. 
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Art thow not he ſheſayd wyche that J 


Liber Primus. 
And what tppꝛp te Co beſely entendeth 
(The rounde wozlde to wende al a boute 
¶ Ind what a tempereth ſo the luſtep houres 
Ok the kayre fyrſteſomer ſelon 
Araynge hyt wyth red roſe floures 
Ok the vyche in wynter ben very feweoꝛ none 
And al thys coude he ſhewe by very reſon 
In ful yeres ho ys that ous fedeth 
wyth aro grapes that the peple pleſon 
And other krutes that them al nedeth 
J wonte he 4 NY toſcke to knowe 
CI cauſes fo2 to telle of kynde 
Allas witles now Iyeth thys man ful lowe 
Under ful heuy bondes that hym bynde 
And now can he none other comfoꝛt fynde 
But heuely 1525 lace he hach doune folde 
So ys he al dyſmayed in hys mynde 
That nedes wꝛecched erthe he mot beholde 
Piꝛola ſecunda. Sed medicine. 
Capitulũ quartum. Philoſophia loquitur. 
¶ But now of medycyne ip ſhe haue we nede 
Foꝛ in complayntes lpeth no remedy 
Un to that purpoſe let oure woꝛkes tpede 
She ſet her yee on me ententykly 


Haue fed wyth milke vhyle thou were yong ok age 
And ſyth wyth ſtrenger metes tenderly 
Tyl thou were wexen a man of ſtronge coꝛage 
¶ And ſyth J gaue the aꝛmour good & ſtronge 
Wych but yf thou had caſte a wey fro the 
Thou mighteſt haue be dyſeſed with no Wzonge | 
But haue ben luer fro al aduerſpte A 
ij. 
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Liber Primus, 
Why art thou ſtyl ſhe ſayd knoueſt not me 
Is yt foꝛ ſhame oz thou art ſtoned ſo2e 


The neſhameth noght J trou by cauſe of me 


Thou art a ſtoned of that me dꝛedeth moꝛe 

2 And vhen ſhe ſaw me ſytten dome x ſtyl 
he let her hande ful ſafte vpon my bꝛeſte 

As here che ſaed no perel ys of vl 

Thys man ys with a letargy a reſte 

A comen ſekeneſſe that manp hath oppꝛeſte 

That out of mynde themſeltk haue foꝛlete 

Ful elely thys euel chal be redꝛeſte 

A lptel whate he hath hemlelk forgete 

¶ Be ſhal remembꝛe wel x eſely 

yf J may fyꝛſt me make hym koꝛ to knowe 

J ſhal hys peen wypen tenderly 


Of cloudes derke that haue them ouer growe 


And then he chal amende as J trowe 

A pleyt che lapped of her garnement 

My yeen then that teres had beflowe 
She wyped tyl the derkeneſſe was al ſpent 


etrũ tercium. Tunc me diſcuſſa. 


Capituld quintũ. Boecius loquitur. 


J was a none reſtoꝛed to my ſyght 

Right as vhen cloudes clippeth in the ſkye 
The lonne ys let to leme a doune hys lyght 
And reyne cloudes maketh in maner nyght 


But vhen a noꝛth wynde chat 1 
The ſonne wil chew then hys bemes bꝛight 


And as yt were bꝛingeth ageyn the dax 
Pꝛola terciß. Hand aliter trſticie. 
Capitulũ ſextũ. Boecius loquitur 


And vhen thys cloude was clenſed fro myn pe 


chaceth them ã way 
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| Liber Pꝛimus. 
¶ But euen ſo & in / none other wyſe 
Chys dꝛeryneſſe out of myn hert gan reche 
J loked bp # gan me better aduyſe 
pf I myghtknow the vylage of my leche 


Than knew J wel by vyſage # by ſpeche 


Myn owne gentyl nozyſthe phyloſophy 
That me was wonte to viſet a to teche 


And kro pought had me in company 


¶ Oo ꝙ J my worſhypfulmaſteres 

Ok al vertues and of honeſte | 
What do ye in thys wꝛecched wylderneſſe 
Comen thus a doune out oFhe ſouereyn lee 
In to thys exyle vhether be cauſe of me 
As gylty made alſoof my treſpace 
Hyt ne beſemeth not pour ſouerepnte 
Fot to be ſeyn in thys vn woꝛthy place 


Phia.) Oh noꝛy ꝙ ſhe chuld J the foꝛſake 


thou fo2 me art falſly put in blame 
And not the charge alſo vpon me take 
The wyche thou bereſt foꝛ envy of my name 
To philoſophy pt were repꝛeue & ſhame 
To leue an Innocent ſo thus a raved 

And now at laſte redoute me of that game 


That ys not new to me ne vn a ſayd 
¶ Troueſt thou that J haue ben not erſt aſCayled 


Ok wicked kolke wyth perel a dama 
e 


pled 


Dow haue J ben toꝛmented & trau 
With fulhardineſſe & foule outrage 
Be fozenPlato in tyme of elder age 
And vhyle that Plato leued p2eſently 
Socrates was ſlayn a had to wage 
In my pꝛetence a croune ot᷑ vyctozy 


B. ij. 


Aber Primus 
C The Epicures ⁊ the Stoicenes 
The heretage of ther opynyou 
They caughten to them as foꝛ very menes 
Ok welthfulneſCe euerych a poꝛcion 
And mo ok wiche J make no mention 
Haueth enfo2ſed them with ſotelte 
D2auenge hys woꝛdes to ther ententio n 
Ok ther opynatyue felycyte 
¶ Thys lame folke in partey of ther a pas 
Caught thys clothe that my ſelf had weuen 
And thogh that J rebelled #ſeyd nay 
To rente thys cloth / ne wold they not beleuen 
And with tho cloutes þ they had me bereuen 


They went ther wey a though al had ben wel 


And folyſly they dyd themlelf deceuen 
And went J had gon with them euery dele 

¶ Ind fo foꝛ cauſe that they theſe peces ber / 
Loo ſome men troued as foules vtterly 
That they had ben with mefamtiyer 

And in my houſehold-ben abydyngly 

And ſo thorugh errour of thys company 
Ful many a fole ys foule out of the Way 
And by them ben peruerted peryloſly 

And wene that al be wyſedom that they ſay 
C hHaſte p not herd of Anaxagoꝛas 

That was exyled fo2 be cauſe of me 

Ok Socrates p eke enpoyſoned was 
How zeno was tozmented by cruelte 


And though ỹ thys be a ſtraunge thynge 
yet Canio c Senetze as J trowwe 
And Soꝛane alſo in thy mynde be 


Foz thys ys a late thynge & wel v knowe 
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Liber pꝛimus⸗ 
C Rought elles thes bzought in to deſtrelle 
But foꝛ they were lerned in my loze 
And al vnleke as in ther belyneſſe 
To wicked folke that hated them therfo1e 
Hyt ys no thynge that ÞChulde wonder foze 
Though we be ſtyꝛed with ſtoꝛmes of deſeſe 
Sith that our purpoſehath ben euer moze 
Theſe wicked folkes foꝛ to dyſpleſe 
¶ Ind thogh therof be hugy habundance 
pet neuertheles yt ys to be repꝛeued 
Fozvhy they ben Withouten gouernance 
And nought but flod of errour hath them meued 
And yfthey by thys errour thys contryued 
Areſe an hoſte with ſtrenght a ous aſſettcth 
Our gouernour by thys ys nought a greued 
Pys treſour al in to hys toure he fetteth 
Theſ?foules laboꝛeth than ententyfly 
On veyn thynges that may them nought avayle 
And we that ſytteth in thys toure on hy 
Ful ſuer y noghe fro them that ous allaple 
In ſuche a palace ſtrong ot apparyle 
Vhereto theſe foules map not vp attayne 
we ſcoꝛneth them of al ther waſte traueyle A 
(Ther beſpneſle ys euerydele in vere — 
Metrum quartum. Quiſquis copoſitas 
Capitulũ vii, Philoſophia loquitur. 
C He that ſtandeth clere & oꝛdynate 
And pꝛoude happes ſuffereth vnder ſ\iyde 
n al foꝛtunes ſtandynge ſtreght algate 
n welth # woo can euenlych a byde 
The woode ſee that floueth to euery ſyde 
Hym dꝛedeh nto thynge of hys —_— u 


— _  Liber/P2imus. 
But what veſeſe that may to hym betyde 
ym greueth nought but ſtandeth in one degre 
Che foule fyꝛe that out of hel reketh 
In the monteyn that cleped ys veſene 
Ne thunder lyzte that hy toures bꝛeketh 
Ne dꝛedeth not me / what ys yt that pe mene 
why dꝛedeye then ye wꝛecches that ye ben 
Ty:antes fyers that ben withouten migth 
Put kalſe hope out of oure hertes clene 
And fleſly drede putteth fro your ſygth 
¶ Foꝛ yf thou no thynge of a man deſpꝛe 
Ne what he may the don thou haſte no dzede 
Thou ſhalte deſerue the wꝛecched mannes Ire 
And in no wyle he may the nought myſbede 
Ho ſo hopeth ought oꝛ dꝛedeth out of nede 
He caſteth a wey hys ſchylde a ys dnſtable 
And knetteh a cheyn / hemſelfen: with to lede 


her that them luſte to hym vnpꝛokitable 


¶ The touetous kyng MWida vvas made Juge betvene Ipollo 2 Paw 
by ther both allignemet fo2 to demen vhether the harpe of Apollo vvere 
moe delicyous / other the ſhalmuſe of Han. Ind fo vhen he had herde 
them bothe / he iuged that the ſhalmuſe vvas ſpvetter than the harpe 

vherkoꝛ Apollo haupng indignation ofhys leude iugement / punyNThede 
bym in that party that vvas ſempng the cauſe of hys errour./ and gaue 


hym longe alle eres: | Moꝛally Mtida ys euery vbozdbly man 
that moe appipſech. the luſte + —— f the bende then he doth any 


bvhit 02 goſtely vvyledom . vherfoze-ſuche men ben dulle v inlenuble to 

reſon / leke to rude alles · 25 f A. 
Pꝛola ity. | Sentis ne inquit Capkm viii. 

C Feleſt thou not vhether my woꝛd be ſoft oztharp 

ꝙ ſhe withyn thy hert ententyfly | 

Nt art thou leke an alle to the harpe 

That ys not meued wyth no melody 


It thou coueteſt helpe oꝛ remedy: - 1 | 
Thou muſte vnhele the wondes F the greuen 


Liber Pzimus 
Be then a know a ſhew me openly 
And hyde pt not foꝛ J the ſhal releuen 
Boecius) ¶ I dꝛoe to me the myght or my co 
pe ben ꝙ Ithat bꝛought me in aſtate 
Nedeth yt now to tellen my damage 
That haueth me had in your pꝛelence algate 
pe knoueth in what degre J was but late 
Ne meueth vo w nought the maner of thys place 
Is thys the libꝛary where ye with me Cate / 
when pe were al my Joy # my ſolace 
Dyuyne thynges dyſputynge there with the 
And other ſciences that ful luſty were 
when that J ſtode with yow in thys degre 
was than thys myne habyte e my chere 
when J with yowe was wonte to ſeke q lere 
Ful pꝛeuy poyntes langynge to nature 
Dow that the ſterres meued fer oꝛ nyꝛre 
Delcryuyng yt in nombers and fygures 
Foꝛmynge in me the maner of my lyue 
leke vn to the heuenly gouernance | 
nd techynge me to be contemplatyue 
IJ yelde yow thanke with louly obecyance 
Thys was a ſentens of pour oꝛdynance 
That Plato wꝛote pf J wel vnderſtande 
Ful bleſful were thaſtate of gouernance 
yk only Wyle myght yt haue on hande 
C Oꝛ pt that they wich haue gouernment 
Wold vpon wyſedom ſpend ther beſynes 
And Plato alſo to the ſame entente 
Techeth ous thus / thyn o wone loꝛe hyt ys 
To wyle men aſkylefut cauſe ys thys 
Foz todeſyre affateof ſouereynte 


rage 
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| Liber Pꝛimus. 
Leſte wicked folke that wil gouerne a mys 
Receyue aſtate #harme a compnalte 

¶ For yf that voyſe men d vertuous 
Sholde thaſtate of ſouerente forſake 

Then other wicked folke aud vycyous 
wold be ful feyn theſam aſtate to take 


I 


And wyle perſons ſhuld be ſet at nough 
Thus lhuld vyce & wickedneſſe a wake 
Ind treuth c vertu be to grounde y bought 
¶ As chewynge therfoze your auctozyte 

T had deſyre to thys entention 

That J had lered of your benygnyte 

To put yt foꝛthe in execution 

witneſſe vpon your ane dyſcretion 
And god that hathe vow tet in mannes mende 
I coueted neuer adminiſtration ; 
But comen pꝛoket was bothe cauſe # ende 
The hate that J haue had & heupneſſe 7 
Ok wicked folke ys open euydence 5 
In mayntenance of treuth t ryghtuelneſle 
By very kredom of my conſciens 1 4 
Ok wycked folke J ſpared none offence 
whan Conigaſt the pozayl wold oppzeſte 
met hym euer wyth myghty reliſtens 
And ofte J let hym of hys cruelneſſe 

¶ And Tranguple pꝛouoſte of the kynges houle 
How ofte J caſte hym doune of hys malyce 
And many a pouer man t anguiſſous 
That weren aſſet by curſed conetyce 

Ok men that ful of venem were & vyce 

I halpe them ofte in ther adnerſyte 


And ſuche as they ben ſoueraynes wold they make 


— 
— — — — 
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Than J withſtode the kynges offycer 


Liber Pꝛimus. 
Fo? to defend them out of ſuche foleys 
Lo myne aſtate J put in Juparyy 
¶ Ther was no man pᷣ me fro ryght withdzow 
To mꝛong by fauour / frenſhyp / oz by wage 
But when J ſaw the contres now # now 


Be put in thraldom # in foule ſernage 


Vhat by trybute & what by caryage 
And what by rauen ⁊ extoꝛtion 

As ſoꝛe me greued the harme ok ther damage 
As them that ſuTered tribulation 
¶ And when the pꝛouynce hoten Campnye 
Was ſoꝛe oppꝛeſſed in a dere pere a 
So that no man muſte ſelle ne bye 

Tyl that the kynge had ſolde vp hys garner 
At ſnch a pꝛyce fo grenous t ſo dere 
That pouer folke were harmed da noped 


wetynge the kynge that ſtatute J deſtroyed 
¶ And Paulyn eke a conſuler of Rome 
whom palays houndes had opp2eſſed ſo 
That wꝛongkully hys goodes hym benome 
I receyted hym vhether they wold o2 no 
Albyne that was a conſeyler alſo 
That was a iuged to a greuous payne 
Myſlelt a lone to ſauen hym ther fro 
Of Cypꝛpane Jſuffered grete dyſdeyne 
¶ That had accuſed hym (how ſemeth yow 
3 paleys haue J hate # enmyte 

oꝛ loue of ryght a were not thus y now 
Fo to be fauoꝛed of the compnalte 
Sith J no frendſhype haue as to warde me 
In kynges courte J haue no loue reſerued 


Liber Pꝛimus. 

Me ſemeth than J ſhuld the lurer be 

Withouten faple where J haue loue deſerued 

¶ But now by vhom Was J accuſed thus 

 Forſothof none that honeſt was of fame 
But one ther was that hyght Baſtleus 

wych that be fozehand founden was with blame 

And out of offyce was he put with ſhame 

And ſyth he fel at myſchef a at nede 

He was accepte accuſer of my name 

Allas therto by geftes a by mede 

yet other ii. that hauen me thus defyled 

were Gaudenctus and Opilton 

The wich the kynges Juges had exyled 

Foz certen ſurfet that they had don 

Jn to the ſanctuary then gan they gon 

Them to defend agen the kynges lawe 

Blit knowyng thus the kynge commanded ſone 

That out of ſanctuary they ſhuld be daawe 

¶ But yk they voyded the cyte of Rauenne 

By tyme aſſigned at a certen day 

And in ther frounte an Jrenſhuld them bꝛenne 

And be compelled fo2 to go ther way 

Un to thes falle attaynte what Chal J ſap 

Oꝛ to the kynges curſed cruelte 

Upon thatlame day yt vs no nay 

They were admytted to accuſen me 

¶ whether that myne arte & occupation 

Delerued had thus falſly to be blamed 

Other elles thus that my dampnation 

Had made them tru that falle were pꝛoclamed 

And was not foꝛtune hereof foule a ſhamed 

That che rewarded not myn Innocency 


Liber Pꝛimus. 

Un woꝛthyneſſe of them that were defamed 
Shold none appele haue made in her p2eſence 
¶ But perauenture ye wold wyte the grounde 
In to thys exyle vhy Jam remeued 
wolde the ſenate had ben hole a ſounde 
And in no maner hyndꝛed ne repꝛeued 
Thys ys the cauſe that J am ſoꝛe agreued 
But ye wold wyte the maner # the voyſe 
By cauſe of letters viche J had berpued 
F20 hym that wolde' theſenatours accuſe 
¶ yowe maſteres vhat wil ye demen nowe 
Shal I thys blame foꝛſake oꝛ cal a geyn 
Leſte that yt chulde be ſhameful vn to yowe 
Nay ſekerly J ſhal yt neuer withſeyn 
IJ haue yt willed d euer ſhal certeyn 
That the ſenate were in reſte # pece 
But the accuſer hereafter to refrayn 
Oꝛ let hym ofte of hys entent J cele 
¶ B ut vether to willen ther pꝛoſperite 
Shulde ben deputed fo2 ſynne oz felony 
And certenly they ſelf in ther decre 
Haue put on me that poynt of trechery 
But vnwoyſe be they that to themſelke doth lye 
They map not chaunge the meret of my dede 
Though that the foules themſelf wil deſtroy 
2 good Wil ys worthy thanke & mede 

But vn to me by dome of ſocrates 
Howe ſo euer yt ſtande in ther entente 
I trou yt be not laful neuertheles 
To denpe a ſothe oz to a falſe aſſent 
But neuertheles al thys verament 
Exculeth not me in no maner wyſle 


”- 
we 


ODOT! 


Liber pzimus. 

put hyt holly in the iugemente 

Ok vol ſelfen and of other wyſe 

The pꝛoceſſe of thys mater euery dele 

haue hyt wꝛyte & put in rememberance 

That men hereafter may perceyue « kele 

How wꝛongkully J ſuffer thys greuance 

But þ ylke letters of ther oꝛdynance (FH) 

That in my name ſo falſly were contriued 
yf J had hadde that lyberte pezchaunſte 
Ther falſe kraude chulde playnly haue ben pꝛeued 
¶ Oꝛ had J at the examination 145 
My ſelf ben pꝛelent vhen J was accuſed 

Nyght by ther owne aperte confeſſpon 
J trou that they chulde haue me clene ercuſed 

Thys lyberte were goodly to ben vled 

But now what lyberte ſhal Ja byde 

Ok an aunſwer J am fully aduyſed 

yk euer J ſhulde that lyberte abyde 

¶ As Canto vn to the kynge and wered 

That was accuſed of conſpy2acy 

Had J ꝙ he therof knouen oz herde | 
Thou ſhuldeſte haue knouen hyt not (pkerjy 

And ſoth toſeyn the ſame wyle wolde | 

yn ovvone letters better can J beſtowde 

And alſo pꝛocured them ſo pꝛeuely | | 

That no thynge therof chnide the kyngeknowe 

¶ yet hath not moꝛnynge dulled ſo my mynde 
That thys chuld be the caule p J complayn 
That wycked folke ben alwey lo vnkende 

A genſte vertuſuche malycefo to leurn 

But thys ys yt where J haue dyldeyne 


Not only foz the purpoſe of ther wy 


Liber Primus: 
J merupl moche how they yt may kult lie 
For as to wyllen malyce a vnryght 
That may be of cher o one vithryfrviic ſe, 
But that they haue that pouer ol p π t 
To execute that ſo purpoſed vs 
As Innocency a vertu to deſtres 
Only of that Jmeruele in my mynde 
As in hys ſyght that al thynge ſecth expꝛeſle 
Hyt ſemeth me a monſtre out of kynde 
¶ wherkoꝛe ther was with yo w famylyer 
One that complayned thus x Tkyletully 
Sythe god ys p2eſent here c euery vhere 
Fro vhens cometh al euel thys meruel J 
And yk that god ne were not verely 
Fro vhens ſhuld al good thynges be 
But he that cauſeth thynges perfectly 
22 kno we al and none in tothe but he 

Al were hyt leful to tho ſurfetours 
That al good men nopeth & dyſeſen 
Purpoſynge fo toſle the ſenatours 
No wonder were though they wold me lelen 
Fo? euer my purpoſe was them to dyſpleſen 
Andlet them of ther foule entention 
To ſenatours yet gaue J none eucheſon 
Foꝛ to conſpyꝛen my dampnation 
¶ Aud maſteres pe remembzeth wel 
(That vhatſoeuer I thought to don oz ſep 
Both word d woꝛke ye ruled euery dele 
And al by yow J gouerned me alwey 
And eke the ſenatours yt ys no nag 


Foz ther defence they bnoueth euery one 


But that they may ther purpoſeſo menten 


OOTt 


Lider Pumus. 

Jn vhat perel J put me at one day 

A gen the p kynge mylelken at verone 

¶ ye knoueth wel that J ne ſey but ſothe 
Though J my ſelf had kept yt in lilence 
Foz certenly alwey J haue ben lothe 
To be commended of my excellence 

Fo he that wil be fayn of reuerence 
And ſo receueth rewarde ok renoune 

The p2euy ſecret of hys conſcience 
Apereth moche by that condition 

¶ But here ye may your ſelf take hede 
Foꝛ innocency nowe what woꝛchyp haue J 
Fot vertu loo receue J to my mede 
Peynes that pꝛoper be foꝛ felony 

Ind ho had euer koꝛ any trechery 

Hys Juges ſo concoꝛd in cruelty F 

Fo? gylte that was confeſſed openly 
That ſome of them ner moued with pety 
¶ Al had yt be ſo that J had deſired 
The pꝛeſtes deth oꝛ holy churche y bꝛente 
O cruel deth to good men conſpired 

Oꝛ vhat malyce ſo that J had y mente 
yet ſhuld J haue ben demed me p2eſente 
So conupcte of my ſurket oꝛ confeſſed 
And after thys haue had my iugemente 
Thus iuſtly might my dome haue ben dꝛeſled 
¶ But then J beyug fo2 that ſame vhyle 
With al my labour # my dilygence 

Fro my iugemente fyue hundꝛed myle 


Hauyng in couꝛt no aduocate ne defence 


To deth J was a tuged in abſence 
Me beyng in the ſenatours nedes 


And they conſentyng geuen was ß tentence 
Loo hom J am rewarded to my medes 
C O woꝛthy men of wozchyppe & of mede 
Foz none of them came neuer at that degre 
To be conupct of ſuche a maner dede 
As to withſtand a kynges cruelte 
As J haue done fox ther comodyte 
And therfoꝛe were they of my gylte aſhamed 
Foz thy in foylyng of the dygnyte 
with ſo2cery now they haue me defamed 
C'They ſayn foꝛ couetes of hy aſtate 
That J had vſed crafte of ſoʒcery 
But ye that were my gouernour algate 
ye knoueth wel how falſly p they ly 
Foz fro my hert pe hadden vtterly 
A voyded clene al woꝛdly couetyce 
And in your p:eſence might not ſkylefullp 
Suche facrilege be vſed in no wyſe 

¶ Foz euery day ye putten in my thought 
(Theſe ſothfaſt ſentence of Pictagoꝛas 
That many goddes ſhulde we ſerue not 
But one a lone that maketh coꝛn d gras 
Hyt neded not / ne none accoꝛd yt was 
To me / but ful vnſembly in pour ſyght 
The helpe of foule goſtes to purchas 
Sith ye haue made me leke to god almigh 
¶ Alſo my wyle that ys ful Jnnocente 
And other frendes of my compaygne 
My wyues fader alto reuerente 

Fro ſuche dekautes may defende me 
But oh malyce 4 curſed crudelyte 


Thys blame they bereth on pow by n 
J. 
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; By caule that my gouernour ye be 


Liber Paimus. 


(They ley that I vſeſuche enchauntementes + 
¶ And thys to them hytſemeth: not y now 
That reuerence of pow me nought pꝛokyteth 
But eke my gylte they putteth vpon yow 
And myne offence fully yow they wyteth 
A nother thynge my lo wꝛes yetercyteth 
That men ſeyth not the meret of your dede 
But ſayth al wey when p foꝛtune ous \myteth 
Ok our meret yt was deſerued nede 

¶ Indcaeth that welthes « p2oſperyte 
Cometh vn to ous fox our rightueſneſſe 
And alſo when ther cometh aduerſyte 
Hyt falleth only koꝛ our wyckedneſſe 
with fortune goeth our fame c woꝛthyneſſe 
DW noble thynge ſo lyght hyt ys to leſe 
And certenly the firſt thynge yt ys 
That fleeth a way fro wꝛecches in myſeſe 


¶ what rumors now thys kolke wil of me fynde 


How dyuers ſentence-# how varyente 
yt lotheth me to thynke yt in my mynde 
02 euery man ofmeſaeth hys entente 
And thys yt ys that moſte my hert ſhente 
Ther ys no foꝛtune greueth meſo ſo2e 


As vhen that myſchef ys to wꝛecches lente 


en ſayth yt was deſerued ther be koze 
'J ama Way fro al my good y put 
Alſo deſpoyled of my dygnyte 

And to my herte yt noyeth moꝛe yet 
y name defoyled in the comynalte 
nd koꝛ the benfet of myn awne bounte 
Lo now Jſuffer tozment @ dyſtreſſe 


By cauſe ot᷑ fauoꝛ c vnipunyſhmente 


Luben . 525 
Liber Ptinus 5 
And in my herte me ſemeth that J ſe 
How felons folke beth on ther luſtpneſſe 


¶ Ind euery loꝛel redy ys & boune 
Som new contectedfraudes to deuyſe 
And good folke hangeth the hed a doune 
Leſt they be ſerued in the ſame wyſe 

And eyery ſurketour now dare accuſe 


The good men to defoulen # deſpyſe 
And pꝛoudly to perfo2men ther entente 
Styꝛed therto by geftes # by mede 


And rightueſneſſe may haue no reuerence 


So Innocentes leueth now in dꝛede 
Not only that / but lacketh ther defence 
A genſt malyce ys made no reſiſtence 
But ſothfaſtneſſe Fs had in al dyſdeyn 
That god Wyl ſuffer thys in hys preſence. 
A cauſe I haue to cry # me complayn _ 
Petri itif O ſtelliferi codito2 o? 
apitulũ bij. Phia loquitur. 
C O maker of the ſterred heuen on hy 
Eternally that ſytteſt in thy trone 
(Thou torneſteheuen with a wonder \wp 
Conſtreynyng ſterres to thy law alone 
So that now in fulneſſe of the mone - 
Beſhened with her bꝛothers bemes byyght 
(The ſmale ſterres hedeth them ful ſone 

In her p:eſence to ſhyne they haue no might 
7 And when che to the lonne nyeth nere 

ul ſone che muſte her bꝛyght hoꝛnes hyde 

And heſperus that chyneth bꝛyght * clere 
And ſheweth hym in the colde euen tyde 


E. ij. 


Liber P1imus. 

A nother yere he ys theſonnes gyde 
A ryſynge vp kul pale in the mozne 
Loo nedes in that cours he muſt a byde 
Foꝛ ſo thou haſt commanded hym bekoꝛne 
¶ Jn wynter when that leues goen a way 
Thou ſ hoꝛteſt then the kayꝛe dayes lyght 
In hote ſomer lengtheſt thou the day 
And makeſt choꝛt the derkneſſe of p nyght . 
And thou attempereſt tymes by thy myght ; 1 
That bare bꝛanches wereth fayꝛe & grene by 
Vitche that were defouled & vnhyght [Hi | 
By ſtyffe ſtoꝛmes of the wynter kene ja 
C,;Theſedes in wynter Þ ben ſowe 
Thou makeſt them to weren fayre # hye 
And when that they ben ful to cones growe 
Thou makeſt them to rypen d to dye 
Thyn olde law ther may no-one vnplye . 
Ne by no way ther kyndly cours koꝛle te 4 
OW god that gouerneſt al certenly - 3 
Now only mannes woꝛke thou haſt fozgete | 
C why chal foꝛtune toꝛnen vp ſo doune « [} 
Thys thynge that ys in thy gouernement 
Thes wycked folke to ſet in hye renoune 
And d2yuen doune the good & innocent 
with peynes that by ryghtuous iugement 
Ben dew to catyffes fot ther curſedneſſe 
Loo faythful men ben chamed d y chent 
And wicked folke ben ſet in woꝛthyneſſe 
C Thus falſefolke the faythful haue oppꝛeſſed 
And vertu that ſo Woꝛthy ys of name 
Is put in derkeneſſe tyl yt be redꝛeſled 

The rightuous bereth p wycked mennes blame 
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fox be caule that euerych of them coueteth to be gretteſte / co that after 


Liber Pꝛimus. 
Foꝛſhoꝛen men that ben withouten ſhame 
They colour ther deceytes as them luſte 
And vſen they as foꝛ a comen game 
Deceyuynge them v moſte vpon them truſte 
¶ And after them they dꝛaeth to conſente 
Kynges grete that many a man muſte dꝛede 
And maketh them to perkoꝛme ther entente 
And them encombꝛeth with ther curſedhed 
And as they luſte rygth ſo they wyl them lede 
But noW beholde thys wꝛecched erthly place 
Thou Þ knetteſt al in lenght « bꝛede ä 
Now ſomtyme tende ous ſocour of thy grace 
C Foz of thy woꝛke we ben a poꝛtion 
Not foule / but fayre after the foꝛme of the 
we men that foztune dꝛeueth vp c downe 
A monge the wawes of thys Woꝛdly ſee 
Kepꝛeſſe thys klod lozde what euer thou be 
That knetteſte al in certen oꝛdynance 
Thou reuleſte heuens in tranquillyte 
Now ſet ous ſombvhat in that gouernance 


pt belongeth not a vvyſe man to be moued vvpth a fooles vvo1de 


but rather to enfozme 4 teche # comfozte hym / reducyng hym in to the 
bondes of reſon. Do vvas thys tlerke by exceſſe of heupneſſe / in ma 
ner fallen in to foley / fozietynge the bondes of reſon / vvpche philoſo⸗ 
phy calleth hys kende contrep . foz by reſonabelte man ps made leke to 
angeles + a very tyteſen of heuen. vherfoze leſte thps papnful heupnes 
Cholde put hym in deſpere / philoſophy confoꝛted hym + ſacth that he ys 
not exple by the fozeſapd vpolence out of hys kende contre/ but bp 
errour of hys ovne falſe deduction. Foz vhy as longe as a man ke⸗ 
peth the knoupnge of hys kendly p)inciples / he may not be compelled 
to leue the bondes of teſon. but erren he map by hys falſe deduccion/by 
vyche he vveneth that he be neceſſed + conſtrapned to that falſe conclu 
(yon. But ſtandyng the knoulege of theſe fozſaed yiinciples / he map 
retoꝛne + examen hys deduction by labour oz by techenge / fynde oute 


Sys errour + conſequently retozne a gepn to the truth 


C. Multttrude of aſtates in a lande oz cyte ys cauſe of grete confuſion / 


C. ij. 
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Liber Pꝛimus. 
hys vvyl map ſtande al the rule + gouernance. C Hyt betpdeth 
okte that loꝛdes ſotellen in deſtruction of other / that be caule of fauour 


ol the tominalte / by vvpſedom of gouernance / oz by excellence of con 
nynge oz of vvpt / ben pꝛekerred oz lekelp ben to be pꝛeferred in to hye 
aſtates fo that they map the moze krely + (cketly vverken as they vvold 
as fo2 to vvynne the aſtates that they deipren / oz elles the aſtates that 
they hauen the moze frely for to holde / othe foz to be ferred in excellẽs 
moe ſingnlerly tha other C But in thys realme of teſonabelte that 
ſpecially belongeth to the courre of heuen / ther ys but one lozde # ſoue⸗ 
repn. the vyche ps god / — 19s and ruler of reſon / vberkoze in ſo 
moche as any man leueth after reſon / in hovve moche he ps ſubgect to 


the rule of goddes lavve. And in hovve moche he leueth after reſon / $ 


ſo moche he a bydeth in hys contre 2 in hys pꝛopet tyte. In vviche god 
a lone ys pzince # gouernour Then enſueth thus / that pf a man be obe 
(yant + lubgect vn to goddeslavve . he may not be exple nor put out of 
hys contre. - Boetius complapned hym of no goſtely deſeſe but 
only of harmes bodelp / vvelyng ok hys pꝛilon + vvitynge ofkys bokes 
To vyche complapnte philoſophy anſvvereth s lepth / that hym oughte 
mote to complapn the perturbation of hys ſpiret that ſo erred vvelynge 
the loſte of hys tempo1al goodes vvpche muſte nedes at laſte vettcriy be 


berakte hym. Allo lhe laeth he erreth foule vvelynge fo? hys bokes/ 


fo vhy ſhe had put in hys mynde tho ſame thynges that maketh bokes 
dere and pꝛetious / ſotel ſentences of reſon + of kende | 

¶ $Þtenim cuius oziundus lis patrie. The tealme + the very cotre 
ok reſonabelte ys the blyſſe of heuen. Ind al the vhple vve vvozke after 
reſon vve ben in our contre as Holy # heucnlych by maner of vverkenge 


¶ Therealme of Ithenes firſte vvas gouerned by kynges / vyche teg⸗ 


ned the terme of lyues. Ind after that vvere oꝛdepned pzinces / vpche 
regned comen ip. x, peres / After thes vvere made pꝛintes annual that 


regned but one pere / ok them ſhulde be ix. at ones. and of thes here 
ſweketh Boetius ¶ Romulus vhen he had founded the 


epte of Rome / that he might make the cyte copyous of people / oꝛdey 
ned thys lavve that ho ſo vvolde bylde in that cyte / he ſhuld neuer ben 
expled aftcr for no maner treſpate. 


Pꝛola quarta Hec vbicontinuato doloze. 
Boetius loquitur. 

C whe J with moznyng thus had made my mone 
She was no thynge of my complaynte a meued 
with pleſant chere ſhe helde her ſtyl as ſtone 
Sothly ſhe ſeyd whyle er thus J conceued 
That thou were exyle x thy good beryued 
Nyght by thy wepynge chere J knew yt wel 
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Liber Pꝛimus. 
But pet ho w fer ne yet had J not perceyued 
Bnt thou thy ſelf had tolde me euery dele 
C. Neuertheles vnderſtande nowe wel thys 
Thou art not exyle out of thy cyte 
But thou thyſelf haſte taken thy way a myſſe 
A ſkrayed out in to a ſtrange contre 
And yk thou wene that thou exyled be 
Than haſte Þ put thyſelf outſekerly 
Fo2 that power hathe none ouer the 
But thou thyſelf wyl do hyt wyllyngly 
¶ Fox yf p knewe oz coude haue in thy mynde 
As of what lande oꝛ What cyte thou were 
Ok wich thou toke thy nature e thy kende 
The lawes of that lande J coude the lere 
Foz al the woꝛlde ne may yt not conquere 
Not leke Athenes that many loꝛdes had 
But one loꝛde one lawe ⁊ none other there 
(That of hys multitude ys blythe & glad 
C he yskul fayn that folke wyl to hym dꝛawe 
And Willyngly he wyl no Wight fozlete 
Foꝛ to obey vnder hys luſtey la we 
Is lyberte the gretteſt that may be gete 


The lawe þ al wey ther ys had & vſed 
Ho ſo that luſte theryn to bylde hys ſete 
The loꝛde he wil not Þ he be refuſed 
¶ And ho ſo wyl in that place a byden ſtyl 
He may deſeruenone aduerſyte 
But alſoſone as he fozleteth that wpl 
yemay nolengerin Sag — be 

oꝛ he foꝛteteh then hys lyberte | 


And kleeth hys contre of hys mae, ii 
it 


4 


Ne knoueſte thou not oz elles thou haſte fozgete 


„ OSS 


Chou ſozoeſt allo 


whan that he duech len ualpte 
Foꝛletynge reſon in hys iugemente 
Thou ackeſt where the maner of thys place 
Me with the foꝛ to moꝛne moueth ouggt 
Me moueth moꝛe the maner ok thy face 

Fo: thys pꝛiſon moueth me right nought 
Thy lybꝛary with glaſſe à Juery wꝛought 
Nether thy bokes ſet J at no pꝛyce 

But J ſeke the habyte of thy thought 
where J haue made a ſete at my deuyſe 
¶ Fot in thy herte J haue no bokes put 
But thynges that maketh bokes pzectoug 
Sotel ſentence of connynge # of wit 
wiche vn to me was mote delicyous 
Of thy meret thou haſte remembꝛed ous 
The wiche ß haſte on comen welth beſtowe 


Ful ſothe yt ys ⁊ not ſuſpecions 


C Thou haſte alſo reherſed furdermoze 


The maner of thyn accuſation | 
And the gylt that thou art greued fore 
Ful honeſt in thyn eſtimation 
None harme deſerued ne dampnation 
But rather re warde foꝛ thy belyneſſe 
And now foꝛ thy remuneration 
Thou haſte no thynge but harme heupneſſe 
¶ And choꝛtly haſte reherſed euery dele 
The falſe kraudes of thyn accuſers 
wiche the comen peple knoueth wele 
The wꝛongkul dome eke of the ſenatours 
That rather chulde haue ben thy defenſours 

iy fo2 my blame 
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Som halte 5 ceyd # yet wel moꝛe J knowe | 


\..__ LTiberÞP:imus,. 

The wyche J bore koꝛ the of ſurfetotirs 
Thou weleſt eke the leſpnge of thy fame 
¶ But at laſte with fortune gan thou chyde 
That mede with meret was euen wey 
why ſurketours ben ſuffered in ther pꝛyde 
And good men a greued thus J herd 5 ſey 
And in thy ſonge to god thus gan thou pꝛay 
That pᷣ ylke pece that ys in heuen on hey 
Thys wꝛecched Would ſhulde kepe vnder hys key 
That no we ys ruled thus vncertenly 
C J vnderſtande al thyn entention 
But pet ſone in that other ſyde J ſe 
That moche delpꝛe of thyn affectton 
Yathe now diſtracted & dyſtrobled the 
And put thy mynde out of tranquillyte 
As ſoꝛow / moꝛnynge / heuyneſſe / # Jre 
And phyle 5 thou art in thys degre 
TThou mayſte no mighty medicyne endure 
. wherkoꝛe we chal attempten ⁊ aſſay 

' Now with a lytel lyghter remedy 
That doleful ſoꝛow foꝛ to put a wey 
That in thy herte ys weren hard # dꝛy 
with eſy ſalfe a chafe hyt and defye 
A medycyne than that moꝛe mighty ys 
Amenden ſhal that malyce eſely 
That ſozoful Cyvellynge lyghtly Chal we leſe 
Metra quinty, Cũ phebiradits. 
Capitulũ. j. Philoſophia loquitur. 
[ Ho to that wyl in hoteſomer ſ(eſon 
When that the ſonne in cancer ys y ſet 
So wen hys coꝛne he woꝛcheth out of reſon 
Andok hys truſt no doute he chal be let 


1 


By that he hath with wynter dayes met 
Nfother purueyance he ſhal haue nede 
And but he can gouerne hymlelk the bet 
with akernes hys hunger muſte he fede 
¶ And when p noꝛth wynde bloueth kyne & colde 
In wynter tyme a very koule he were 
In wilde wode that gether kloures wolde 
Onꝛ rype grapes in the tyme ok vere 
Hyt falleth not that ceſon of the pere 
The kloures kreche ne rype frute to kynde 
Fo2 god hath ſet al thynge in erthe here 

To kepen euer one certen courſe of kynde 
he ne ſuffereth not the ſtoundes fo2 to melle 
That he hath ſet in certen gouernance 
As in ther offyce euery thynge to dwelle 
They may not faylen with no variance 
What thynge that leueth certen oꝛdynance 
Abydynge not withyn the cours of kende 
Ye pꝛoſpereth not but falleth in miſchaunce 


He may not faylen ok a keble ende 
¶̃ here befoze hath philoſophy enquered the qualyte 2 cõdit ion of the 
greuante that thys clerke vvas in. Novv here lhe begynneth to enque 
re the rote x the oziginal cauſe / viche adder eclally lit. thynges one 
becauſe he ſoꝛoed vn ſaylkully that ys to ſep out of meſur 
tempoꝛel goodes. The lecond ſtode in errour of falſe opynion trouyng 
that vvycked mpghty men to the vvo2ld vvere by might of vvickednes 
vvelful . The thy: de that he troued the entezchaungynge of foztune by 
vyche often tymes the good ben dep2eſſed and the vvickedreſed / vvas 
_ bvithout rule of goddes purueance. So the very ground ofal hyg 
heupnes / vvastſanozanceo} elles moꝛe verely to ley fozgetyng of diuyn 
goucrnance / as touchynge the kende of man / vich errour he vvas kal⸗ 
len in / by falſe deduction fro hys kirſte principles. koꝛ he graunted vvel 
that god vvas maker + gouernour of al. but be cauſe that he ſufferedde 
bvpcked kolke to execnte ther malyce vpon the harp / vpche execution 


ys very open vvꝛonge / to vyche vvzonge god that ys perkyt ryghtuoug 
by no vvap map tonſente ; vvherkoze he ſuppoſed t 
the gouernante of man / committynge ther rule to foxtunes vnſtabilpte 


„ 


e the loſte of hyg- 


t god had kozllete 


— — 


A nother in defaute ofknouenge of the maner of gouernance, And the 


Liber Pꝛimus. Bj 
Fro knouen pꝛinciples by very tru deduction/ a man ys bzoght to exclt 
ſion oferrour by concluſions deduced of thys principle. Wo of thyg 
p1inciple that god gouerneth al as pꝛeſidèt to hys pꝛoper vvoꝛke / viche 
Boyes confeſſed | hyt enſueth vvel that god fozleteth not the gouerniice 
of man / but dzeſſeth hys vvozkes rightuouſly . To vyche concluſion 
thys clerke feled the contrary, The kallate of thys conſequent ot thys 
foule errour then ps founden in iii. thynges, One in kalle deduction, 


thizde of knoupnge verely the kynde of man. In thys hys deducs 
tion fapled that. fo: cauſe god vvetyngly ſuffereth vvzonges / he ſepd 
ot her god conſenteth to vvionge ( viche ps inconuenient) other he fox 1 
leteth the gouernance / + ſutfereth in that vvple. but ths koloeth not / 'Y 6 
fot he (nffereth vvꝛonges knoupngly both by rightuous + by mercy # pet 
he conlenteth not ne kazleteh not hys gouernanſte By ryghtueſneg 
he may compelle no creature a geyn the pzincipal ptoperte'ofhys hende 
But the pꝛoperte of mannes vvpl ys koꝛ to be fre to good 07 to puel/ this 
ſh1lnot god bereue hym that lyberte. but rightuoſiy ſuffereth hym chnſe 
ſo that foꝛ hys goode choſe he map deſerue mede / koꝛ hys bad choſe he 
deſerueth papn Cl pf god ſhuld bereue hym thps lyberte the kapled 
mercp / foz the muſte he nedes vtterly deſtrop hym / 02 put hym i to end 
les puneſmente. foz bereupnge the pztncipal pꝛoperte of a creature / that) 
creature ps vtterly deſtroed . as bereue hetefro fy2e / then ps pt no fp1e 
Right ſo bereue lpberte fro fre vvyl / then ys pt no vvpl, But ſyth 
a ſpiret may not be deſtroyed. yk he ſhulde leſe thys — of vvpl / e 
muſte then anone be put in to endles puniſhmet / # thys muſte a voyde 
mercy. Tuhys map be pꝛoued thus. pf god lekte thys euel vnponeC 
hed finallp / then might he ſeme to coſente to euel / but that may he not 
no moꝛe ne map he leue pt finally vnponeſhed. pt he berafte hym Hy g 
liberte / then might he neuer after deſerue mede in releuynge ok hys pu? ll | 
neſhment / + then muſte he nedes be endles in payn / vvherfoze of mez⸗ 1 
cy+ ofrighrueſncſſe he ſuffereth vvickedneſſe. But here might be faced ; 
that god of hys goodneſſe might lette the execution of ſuch: malicious. 
purpoſe/ No doute lo he doth for the mote partep. Foz thogh malyte be 
executed / pet fapleth yt the ful entent of hysexecution . + 


P2oſaſerta, Pꝛimũ igitur pateris. 

| Capitulum xij. 
But kirſte ſhe ſayd wilt thou luffer me 
Now with a few demaundes foz to fele 
The very kende of thy inkirmyte 
And al the grounde to gropen euery dele 
That I may wete how p might haue thy hele 
Boecius) Now ſeyth on ꝙ J what pe luſte 
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Liber Pꝛimus. 
That ye enſerche my ſoze J wil hyt wel 
And J chal ant were as me thynketh beſte 
PHia) Sey melhe layd hou is thys woꝛld demened 
As vhether by foꝛtune hys variance 
Oꝛ elles thou troueſt vᷣ hyt ys ſuſtened 
By reſon of ſom certen oꝛdynance 
Boetius) That god knoueth Þ hath al in gouernãce 
Thys doute I not / but truly J beleue | 
Come neuery day.» me befalle that chaunce 
Out of my herte that ſentece fo2 to meve 
PHia ) Right as  ſayeſt ꝙ ſhe ſo hyt ys 
And in thy ſonge vhyle er right ſo thou mente 
But neuerthelater thy complapnte was thys 
That god on man let no gouernemente 
Ne to ther woꝛkes taketh he none entente 
That thynge yt was p thou gan wepe a wele 
other thynge thou woldeſt wel conſente 
hat god had ſet hyt at certen gouernele 
¶ Oh that J wonder now ful hugely 
Syth thou nſuche a ſentence art y ſet 
That thou art ſeke af any malady 
Som thynge ther ys wherby thy hele ys let 
wherkoꝛe the grounde J ſhal enſerchen bet 
Syth god hymſelfe al thynges ruleth | 
(Thus fayeſt thou wWhyle er / but lay me yet 
By what gouernmentes as the lemeth 
Boecius) vauꝛ ſentence ꝙ J haue IJ not concepued 
I can not aunſ were to pour queſtion ql 
Phia) In ſoth ꝙ ſhe now am J not deceyued 
The cauſes of thy perturbation 
I knowe them wel by eſtimation 
But ſey me yet yk thou haue thys in thy mynde 
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He noght but thys can J haue in my mynde 


Might thou remembre that p art à man 
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Liber Pꝛimus. | . | 
To what purpoſe by inclination Che Gs 
Dꝛaeth fynally p comen cours of kynde 
Boetius) I haue ꝙ J herd tel yt here be foꝛn 
But dꝛeryneſſe hath marred al my thought 
2 — ) yet haſt p not ꝙ ſhe thy wytfozlozen 
That p ne Woſt ho hath thys wozldy wꝛoght 
Boecius) O god ꝙ J hath al thyng foꝛth y bzoft 
Phjia) I wonder then che ſayd how may thys be 
Ok the begynnynge ſyth thou douteſt nokte 
(The ende may not ben vnknouen parde 
C Thys ys the kynde of ſuche deſturbelance 
That they may meue a man out of hys place 
But neuerthelesſuche maner of greuance 
Ne map hym not al vtterly arace 

Ne put hym fully fro the ſtate of grace 


—— In ſothe ꝙ J thys were a wondez cafe 


_ vf Jſhuld not my ſelf in mynde han 
Phia) yet canneſt Þ ꝙ ſhe tellen furdermoʒe 
The kyndly pperte ot man what yt ys 


* Borctus ye ꝙ J as I haue herde be foe 


A reſonable beſte with dedlyneſfe 
That J am ſuche J know & wyl confeſle 
Pha) Nought elles qi che knoueſt Þ of thy kende 
Boecius) In ſothe ꝙ J noft elles as J gece 


Pha) A nother caule now know J wel ꝙ che 
Ok thy deſefe # that J wonder grete 
wiche ys the ground of thyn infirmyte 
5 Fo! what Þ art thou haſt thyſelf foꝛgete 
wherkoꝛe the reſon fully haue We gete 

Ok thy delele / # furdermo2e a mene i 


} 


And thou to helthe be reſtoꝛed clene 


Lo thes ben cauſes of ryght 


Liber Pꝛimus. 
How that thou ſhalt yt vtterly foꝛlete 


C Foꝛ cauſe thou art confounded in thy wyt 
with the foꝛgetynge of thy ſelf / koꝛ thy | 
That fro thy good in exyle art thou put 
[Thott weneſt /c complayneſt pyteoſly 
And kurdermoꝛe alſo as ſuppoſe J 
Foz p ne knoueſt what the ende of thynges ys 
Thou troueſt that wecches ful of felony | 
That they haue very might # welthyneſſe 
Thou halt koꝛgete by Wiche gouernementes 
Thys Wwotlde. ps led thys makeſt p thy colour 
That theſe foꝛtunes enterchaungementes 
Ben kletynge thus withouten gouernour 
grete vygour 
Not only to ſekeneſſe & deſeſe 11 
But vn to deth yf that ß fayle ſocour | 
That may the with theſe bytter paynes lele 
¶ vet nature hath not al fozxſaken the 
wotth thankes be the aucto2 of thy hele 
we haue yet one comkoꝛt that J ſe 
That ſhal thy ſoꝛo w ſlaken euery dele 
Thys ſothfaſt ſentence haue we ſaued wel 
(That god thys would hath in hys gouernance 
Thus p beleueſt as I conceue and fele 
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And nought ſubiect to happes variance 


C He dꝛede p nought fot of thys lptel ſchyn 
A lyfly hete chal ſpyngen in thy bzeſt 
But fo2 aſmoche as mighty medycyn 


To geue the pet the tyme ys not beſt 


And fox as moche as myndes thus oppꝛeſt 
Haueth thys nature d condition | 


* 


And when p wodeſouth-wynde doth a wake 


That when they haue trew conceytes leſt 

They clothe themlelt in falſe opynyon 

C wherof derkneſle d perturbation 

May wexen vp that fully wyl deſtrop 

The lyzth ok trew conſideration 

wher fo2 IJ ſhal a ſay ſotelly 

To a voyde with ſome eſey remedy 

(Thys derke cloude pf yt may voyded be 

Ok falſe affection / and eſely 

(The very 1y3th then migth thou know e ſee 
- Wetru. vy. Nubibz atris cõdita nullũ. 

Capitulum xiij. 
The ſterres couered with the cloudes blake 
Ne map not clerely caſten doune ther lyʒth 


* 
- 
* 


He waleweth vp the ſee withe hugy might 
The wawes then p were clere a bright 
Leke as the glaſſe or as the ſomers das 
with kylthe p ys reſolued ben on hyzth 
And fro thes wa wes letteth our ſight al way 
The ryuer rennynge out ok hye montens 
Is often tyme withſtandenhugely- 

s by com ſtone enconterynge ther a oe 


Che wich ys fallenfro ſom rocke on 


yk thou therkoꝛe wilt ſepn ententykly 

with trew beholdynge truthes koꝛ to deme 
Loo / take thys pathe # holde yt certenly 
Gladneſſe # dꝛede out of thy hert thou kleyn 
C Ne Joy thou nought of wozldly-welthynes 
He dꝛede ß nothynge of thys woꝛldly dyne 


Ne hope thou not that tranſytozy vs 


Re ſoꝛow thou nought but yk pt be foꝛ tynne 


| Liber ſecundus; 

Fo! euery thofte that thes regneth in It h 
Troble x dere yt ys * may not ſe <A 
He ys ſo wraſt a way he may nofte yu une 
And bꝛideled fo that he may not be fre 


AIncipit Liber ſecundus; 
P2ofa puma, Poſt hec pauliſper 
— hen after thys a ſtounde che held her ſtyl 
And when ſhe by a tempoꝛet ſtylneſtfe 
Saw wel 5 myn attention # my voyl 
was [ct to heren her with ſoberneſſe 
Thus ſhe began yf yt be as J geſe 
Nuod che 53 the ground & cauſe knowe 
Ok al the habyte of thy heuyneſſe 

J can the tellen fully as J trowe 

C In thy deſy2e thou ſoꝛoeſt c complayne( 
Upon foꝛtune that with the was a vhyle 
wich that hath peruerted as thou feyneſt 
Thaſtate of thy coꝛage in thys exyle 
I vnderſtande her w2enches # her Wyle 
Sk the ylke koꝛtune wonderly dyſgeſed 
The wiche to them that ſo her luſt begyle 
Not firſt in the / but euer ſhe hath them vſed - 
C She wyl be pleſant d famylyer 
Ful blandeſſhynge / ful ſofte # deboner 

Tyl that her leke koꝛ to chaunge her chere 
And atlaſt foꝛlete them in deſpere 

Al out of hope that euer ſhe Vopl repayꝛe 

pf that thou knew her kende a her deſerte 
That thon by her ne haddeſt no thynge fayre 
He nought v loſte thou chuldeſt know aperte 


C Btit as Ftrow 2 — grete trauayie 
We chal reuoken thys to thy ſcience | 
Fo thou were wont to dyſpute;s aſſayle 
with manly wozdes dzawen of my ſcience 
when that che blandechynge in thy pꝛeſence 
So pleſed the / but certen tothe ys thys 11 
(Ther kalleth neuer ſuche ſoden chaungementes 3 
That your coꝛage ſomwhat ne chaunged vs 1 
C So0ys yt now befalle hyt ys no nay 
That thou art put out of tranquillyte "i 
| 


= 


we © 


| 
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But tyme yt ys to taſten & aſſay a> 
Som ſofte thynges that ſwete # luſtey be <<< // / 
That when yt hath hys deueyr don in the 
IJ hope yt ſhal the amende d dyſpole „ 
That ſtronger diynkes may haue ther entte _+ 
That ſhal the helen vp as J ſuppoſe £& 
C Com foꝛth now ſwetnelle retoꝛpen 1 
with ſotelty of thy ſuaſpon > 
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wiche only then thy wayes canſt demene * 
When thou ne leueſt our inſtitution 4 
Mulpke alto with t wetneſle of thy ſoun 
Chat art a damſel of our awne hous if 
Attempꝛe wel thy tunes vp & doune 
Chat to thys man may be delycyous 
C what ys þ man /wherof canſt p complayn 
What ys the cauſe of al thy 1 
Som new oz vncouth thynges haſt thou ſeyn 
Foꝛtune a geyn the only turned ys 

Now troueſt thou ſo / than erreſt thou y wys 
Fo al way ſuche her maners hathe be 

But ſhehath kepte in the her ſtabeineſſe —_— 
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| CThe cauſe 5 hath the now with ſoꝛo w chent 
7 


o - —— —  B-an a, 


Liber Sequndits. 


C Rightſuche che was with al her blandychynge 
mohen che ſuch klaterynge plelance gan R 
To lere the luſten in thes woꝛdly thynges 


That paſteth right as dothe the cloudes blake -- 
Take hede / chat blynd goddas haſt thou take 
with doble face of doutful auen ure 
Fo? ſ he yt ys that hath the now foꝛſadge 
Ok whos frendſhep ther may no min be ſyre 
yk thou appꝛoue in thyn opyn yon 

er goodneſſe when khe ys to thy plelance 
Take thou a woꝛth than her condicyn 
And vſeyt muſt thou with her-varyance - .. .- 
Complayn p nonght mike no contraryance - + 
Ind yf the greſeth of her trechery - ID 
Than caſt her of / deſpyſe her with miſchaunce . 
That to pley ys wont ſo harmfully - _ 


ld mote the now with Joy a luſtineſſe 
She hath the lefte / Þ wich er ſhe be went 
Ther ys no wight that may haue ſekerneſſe 
And holdeſt thou thys as foꝛ a welthyneſſe 
Of pꝛecioſty / that thus a Way khal (iyde 
And now ſo dere to the pꝛelence s 
Ofthys fortune vnfaythful to a byde 
¶ And when che goeth / to moꝛne che vow maketh 
Sith halden at your wyl he may not be 
She leueth wꝛecches tho p che koꝛlaketh 
She ys nofte elles than / as ſemeth me 
That ſo vnrertenly wyl fro pow fle NY 
But ligne of miſchef that ſhal after kal 
Loo than! ys thys al your felycyte 
Nought but a fayze that ve foloeth al! 


Liber Secundus. 

C Foꝛ ytſiiffyſethnotJ the enſure 

Only to ſeyn one thynge that ys preſent 

The ende of thynges pꝛudens doth meſure - 
Foz vhy thys dyuers interchaungement 
Jzo wele to woo that foꝛtune hath theſent 
! Dyt ſhuldthe teche her manace nokt to dꝛede 
! . Ne to her blandyce takerygh none entent 
To her beheſtes take no manerhyde 
Foz at laſt the behoueth nede 


To ſuffer al that foꝛtune wyl the bede 
with eſey hert c ſtand thy lady awe 
And yk thou to thy lady wꝛyte a lawe 
To go oꝛ come at thyn oꝛdynance 
Thy labour loo / auapleth not an hawe 
Thou wꝛongeſt her with thyn vnſufferance 
¶ Now ſuffer then * take yt not to ſtrange 
Leſt thou her feerſer in her wꝛethe kynde 
Andtherpe ß twerdes wiche Þ mayſt not change 
Thou mayſt her not compellen out of kende 
Fo vt thou haue thyſaple vp in the wynde 
Thou mayſt not chule where ß ſhalt a ryue 
Foꝛ what ſo be the purpoſe of thy mynde 
Thou muſt ther / as the weder wyl the dꝛyue 
¶ pk thou thy coꝛn wolt in the feldes lo we 
Hyt may not weren as thy wyttes kayn 
Fo in thy thought Þ mult conceue & knowe 
Som yeres ben plenteous a ſom bareyn. 
Ne foꝛ to grow thou mapſt yt not conſtrayn 
And pk yt fayle / ther to what mayſt thou done 
Ho euer yt be / to whom ſhalt thou complayn 
Lete nature al herſelf ther with „ i 

I + 


Sith thou hat ones in her yoke y dawe 


# 


Liber Secandus. 
C Thott haſt the put vnder the gouernance - 
Ok fortune / loo ſhe muſte thy lady be 
Un to her maners oweſt thou obecpance 
And pk thou purpoſe to entoꝛcen the 
To ſtent her vhele of mutabilyte 
Ok al foules yet art thou the meſte 
Foz when foꝛtune ſtandeth in ſtabilyte 
The name of foztune may no lenger leſte 
Maetrum pꝛimüũ. Hec cũ ſuperba 
Capitulũ ij. Phliloſophia loquitur. 
C hen » thus foꝛtune with her handes pꝛoute 
Hath thus her ſtoundes changed ta a kro 
As Erinus that renneth in and oute 
So wonderly her vhele begenneth to go 
Ful ryal kynges caſteth ſhe douue in woo 
The wich Com tyme many a man gan dꝛede 
And ſom that lyeth dyſcomfet c vnde 
Loo thes vntruſty /iyfteth vp your hed 


Erinus ps a rpuer that fomtyme renneth one vvay / ſomtyme a mother 
(0 that he vet no redy tours / necerten in to nether partey. > 
fareth fo3tune vyche indifferently and vncertenly geneth both idee 


and pzolperite. | | 
k wꝛecches hathe no pyte 


C She thus o 
Thogh that they weyle & * day d nyghs 
ard ys ſhe 


She ſcozneth eke ſo wonder 
The waplyng thatherſelfhath them n 
Loo thus ſhe playeth thus pꝛoueth ſhe her mi 
To her ſeruantes ſhe wynge many a wonder 
Foꝛ he that hye in welthes was nowe right 
withyn an houre he lyeth caſten vnder 
$P2oſa ii. Uellem autem tecum. 


Capitulũ ii. — Philoſophia loquitur. 
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Be koꝛe a Juge that can thys caſe redꝛeſſe 


enge birds a pte noh with th 
e tt to plede a lytei no 
ö 60 with uche woꝛdes as foztune may _ 
2019.9 Looſaythſhe/ right now loke thyſelf ſe 
155 lemeth wel ſuche woꝛdes might che ſap 
What ys Þ man / complaynynge euery da 
what haue J gylt / what wꝛonge haue J ; wzoght 
what good ot thyn haue J berafta way 
That was thyn awne oz with thy ſelfen bzoght 

¶ Alſigne thou & Ichal ſone appere 


And pk thou canſt thy purpoſe pꝛouen clere 
Ok hye aſtate / ryches / oz Wotthyneſſe 
To any man that leueth in dedlyneſſe 
That thes thynges chuld app2opzyat be 
And certenly J (hal the graunt expꝛeſſe 
That thyn yt was that now aſkeſt me 
Then þ. nature in to thys wozld the bzought. 


Pur kro thy moder where that þ began 


J toke the nedy / naked / a With nought 
And I the noꝛyſhed with my goodes than 
And al with fauoꝛ noꝛeched the to man 
wherfoꝛe impacient J fynde the now | 
Daue'J the wꝛonged / tel me yk thou can 
As in vhat poyntes / wher with / & as how 
C with al goodes longynge to my right 
J had the fully fret wythhabundance | 
why chuld yt not be fully in my might 
As fro the ſame / wiche that J avaunce 
Myn hand withdꝛauen after my pleſance 
The Jopes thou haddeſt p was of my grace 
Hyt Was not thyne / take yt foz no ungen 
4 | 


With wꝛonge thou the complayneſt For 0 


Alber Secundus. 
C why plapneſt 5 J do the no dureſſe 
Ne violence as euery man may trowen 
wel leketh me ſuche honour &ryches 
Nyght as me leketh fully to be ſtawen 
The mayne nede muſk ther lady knower . 

with me they come & with me mult they wende 
Thys dare J ſay yt they had ben thyn awne 
Thou mighteſt neuer haue loſt them in thys kende 
C wher J be che only am fozhyght 

To execute the cuſtome of my lawe 
The heuen may the dayes make bꝛyght 

And eke at nyght che may her lyght vwithdzawe 
(The pere alto the erthe may beſtrawe 
withe floures them efte with wynter chynde 
The ſee may now be calme withouten wawe 
And now with ſtyffe ſtoꝛmes toꝛne c wende 
¶ But the layd vnfulſome mannes couety⸗le 
e wold now to ſtabeineſſe bynde Wor) 
genſt myn a wone maner # my wyle +: * 
But thys my might ys / thys play ys my kynde 
My ſwyfte vhyle thus vp # doune J wynde 

The hye a low to enterchaungen ofte 
That now be fon ys / efte mot be behynde 
That now ys law / me luſt to ſet a lofte 
C Now worth vpon my vhele yt p the luſt 

But on thys couenant Þ I chal the tar 
Thou mult deſcẽd a geyn ther ta thou trutt 
when that the reſon afketh of my play /- ' 
Ne knew thou not my maners er thys das 
How Creſus that was called kynge of Lyde 
That Cyꝛus ofte afered with grete a frag 

yet Cyzus toke hym tn hys molt pꝛyde 
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Liber Secundus. 
C Ind in the fp2ec he caſt hym koꝛ to brenne 
Loo how ß effecte was toned to reuerſe 
A lytel rayne defended hym fro then 
what befel hym after bokes doth reherſe 
And when that Paule had take p kynge of Perſe 
Thys Paule gan on hym wepe fo2 pure pyte 
What cryeth al tragedyens vezſe 


But playneth al on myn vnſtabylyte | 
¶ Tragedyes hen dytes made of certen perfons / vpche begynnethe 
in vvelthc and pꝛoſperpte / and endeth in myſcheffe # aduerſyte 


They wepeth ÿ ſodenlyche J ſmyte 
And welful realmes ofte J ouerthꝛowe 
Thou lerned thys when p were ponge &Elyte 
Thou halt not pet foꝛgeten as J trowe 
That Jupiter ij. tonnes had beſtowe 
withyn the threſfold of hes celer layed 
That one was good wyne euery man to knoWwe 
That other nofte/ now haſt thou both aſſayed 
¶ And vhatyf Þ mote plenty haſt y take 
Lo of the better part ofluſtyneſſe 
what yt J yet haue the not al foꝛſake 
what yf lo be that myne vnſtabelneſſe 
May geue the hope ok better after thys 
Fo: vhy dyſmay the no thynge in thy thought 
Me withyn ß realme that comen ys 
Thy pꝛoper law to vſe couete h nought 
Metrum ii. Si quantas rapidus. 
—  Capitnliiny, Phia loquitur. 
(Though plenty wiche ð cleped ys goodes 
Ok wWoꝛdly good / Wold caſt vn pow at ones 
As many habundances of rycheſle 


Loo as the ſeehath male grauel tones _ 
15 D iiij. 


And thogh p god of hys benygnyte 


Liber Secundus. 
Other as ſterres when kul many one ys 
Ful clerly chynynge in a luſty euen 
yet thys mankend of ther ruthkul mones 
Ne ther complayntes can they not leuen 


(Ther pꝛaper here & gladly wold them pleſe 
And of hes goodes graunt them gret plente 
Ok ryches # honour fully to ther eſe 

Ther couetys yet / may ther no thynge peſe 
Ther cruel rauen gapeth after moꝛe | 
And alway ben complaynynge of deſeſe 

And ſet at nofte al that they had befoze 
C what maner bꝛydel might a man deuyſe 
Thys wꝛecched luſt to rulen & reſtrayn 
To thys vnthꝛykty mennes couetyſe 
(That euer p moze they haue the moꝛe they pleyn 
(Tye thurſt of hauynge bꝛenneth them with peyn 
Foꝛ he that nedeles ſo fereful ys 
And weyleth ſo / koz ſoth J dare wel tayn 

He ys not ryche thogh al the would were hys 
Pꝛoſa tij. Hijs igitur verbis. 
Capitulũ v. Phia loquitur. 

¶ yf that foꝛtune might foꝛ her ſelfenſayn 
RKyght in thes wyſe as J haue ſayd to te 
Thou haſt not what one woꝛd to ſpeke a geyn 
And yf thou haue now ſap yt vn to me 
Defend thy quarel (yt thou canſt) let ſee 
Thou chalt be herd tyl that Þ haue reherſed 
And yf thou canſt not let thy playntes be 
Unlaful quarel ought to ben amerſed 
Boecius) Certen ꝙ J ful fayre vs thys to hyꝛe 
Of retoꝛpke al ful / c hon Covete 


\ 


Liber Secundus. 
wiche only whyle they ſouneth in myn ere 
(They luſteth wel / but lone yt ys fo2gete 
Fo2 my delete ſo light ys not to lete 
Fo al ſo ſmartly as yourſonge ys ceſſed 
The gruggynge of my greuance ys ſo grete 
That al my mynde with moꝛnynge ys oppꝛeſſed 
Phia) Right ſo yt ys ſhe ſaed / but yet koꝛ that 
Thys ys no remedy foz thy ſekeneſſe 1H 
But a geyn thy ſozwes obſtynat 1H 
A geyn thyn helthe yt ys a mana leſſe e 
But when J ſee that better ſeſon ys N 
Ok luche as chal the percen to the rote —_— 
ſhal the ſerue / & al that vs amyſſe Wil © 
Hyt ſhal red2eſſe & hoelly be thy bote 1 
¶ But leſt p thou thy ſelf a wꝛecche holde e 
Now wold J wete where p remembze not e 
The maner of thy welthes many a folde 
Boecius) J hold my pees ꝙ J ſaeth on your thoght 
Phia) when p che ſaed were ſo low y bꝛoght 
As ozphelyn in maner deſolate 
Foztune foꝛ the ſo goodly had y wꝛoght 
Thou were in cure ok men ok hye aſtate 
¶ And dꝛawen ſithe in to affynyte 
Ok pꝛynces # of men of gouernance _ 
Ful lefe to loꝛdes / er thou mighteſt be 
Ought worth thy ſelf in woꝛdly ſuffyſance 
And ſet in hye degre of allyance 
Ho laed not then that p were kully bleſte 
Thy kader in law whom vertu doth avaunce 
Thy wyf alſo fo goodly # honeſt ro 
C Thy ſonnes bothe ſyttynge by thy ſyde 
your Woꝛchyppe went on euery mannes mouth 
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And for to lete 


Liber Secundus. 

thes comen thynges klyde 
What dygnytes thou haddeſt in thy vouthe 
That to ful olde men ben werned tn cothe 
But J delyte to tellen moꝛe expꝛeſſe 

Ok loleyn thynges ſtranger a vncouth 

How thou were wꝛapped al in welthyneſſe 


¶ yf any thynge that moꝛtal ys in kende 


With eny frute of blyſſe be founden here 
Ther may no myſchet put out of thy mynde 


- (That day Þ whan thy ſonnes both in kere 


Hadden take thaſtate of conſuyler 
And with aſemble fro thy hons y lad 
Of ſenatours ct loꝛdes that there were 

withe hugy pꝛeſſe of people blyth & glad 

¶ And than in court vhen that ſawe them ſytte 
In ſetes belongynge to ther dygnyte 

Ther Wonne p Joy of eloquence c wyt 

As pꝛonouncer of kynges nobplyte 

Ok al that folkebehaldynge vpon the 

And with thy pꝛeylynge as victo2yous 

So wel thou keddeſt al that comynalte 

with geftes of thy wozdes glozyous 

C Thou feoffedeſt koꝛtune then with woꝛdes gay 
Whyle ſhe the noreſhed in her a wne delyce 

And ſuche guerdon kro her thou bare a way 

The wiche in ſothe Was ſo hye a pꝛyce 

That neuer befo2e that day at my deuyce 

She graunted not vn to no comyner 
wylt thou a counte with foꝛtune / art thou wyſe 
Ok a rereage thou ſhalt not paſſen cleze wi 
¶ Foꝛ now at arſt ſhe hathe on the beholde 

Ind pꝛynched on the with a bytter pe 


Alber ſecundus. 1 
But now conlyderynge clerely pk Þ wolde 
The maner of thy welthes by #by 
Ok al thy Joys leuynge luſtely 
And in that other ſyde thy heupneſſe 
A counted al / yet mayſt thou not denye 
Chat thou ne haſt yet a part of welthpneſſe 
¶ And yf thou hold thy ſelf infoztunate 
Now koꝛ aſmoche as thes p welthes ſemen 
Ben palled thus / no cauſe haſt p foꝛ that 
That thou in miſchef chuld thy ſelken demen 
Fo thes ſoꝛowes p trobeleth thus thyn hert 
And haldeſt them as koꝛ a greuous peyne 
Ne doute the nought but fro the wyl they ſtert 
Then art thou let in welthyneſſe a geyn 
¶ And wylt thou tro w that ß the kirſt be 
(That to thys Iyf came as a ſoden gyſt 
Oꝛ wylt thou trowþ any ſtabylyte 
In mannes lyf be where vpon to truſt 
Thys knoueſt thou wel yt ys nothynge vnwyſt 
That in an houre a man ys at an ende 
Loo al your lyt with deth ſo ys betwyſt 
Now here ye ben / # here a way ye wende 
¶ And yt ſo be as yt betydeth lelde 
That in foꝛtune ys any faythfulneſſe 
Abydynge with man tyl he the goſt vp elde 
The laſt day yet of your Iyf y wys 
A maner deth eke vn to fortune ys 
What fo2s ys than Wher ſhe thefozſaketh 
Fleynge fro the of her vntruſtyneſſe | 
Oz thou fro her / when deth a way the taketh 
etrum ii. Cum polo phebus. 
apitulũ vi _ Philoſophtaloquitur 


Liber Secundus 
hen that phebus begynnethfoz to ſpꝛede 
Her bꝛyght bemes out on euery ſyde 
As by the moꝛnynge / the ſterres foꝛ dꝛede 
They wereth pale begynnynge them to hyde 
Foteltes eke that large ben and wyde 
Ful freſly in the firſt ſomer ceſon 
The 3ephirus ryght as yt weꝛe foꝛ pꝛyde 
with floures hath depaynted / pow to pleſen 
¶ Ind when that auſter putteth out hyg hoznes 
And bytter blaſtes gynneth koꝛ to blow 
A bateth than the beutey of the thoznes 
Thus al your luſtes paſſeth in a thzow 
Theſee alſo as enery man may know 
Now may be calme withouten mouone 
And ſodenly er any man wl trow 
Wyth tempeſt ys yt tozned vp fo doune 
Ind ſyth the foꝛme of al thys woꝛdly thynges 
oſelden ps yt that yt ſtandeth ſtable . 
But chaungeth by ſo many varyenges 
And mannes koꝛtune ys ſo trantmutable 
Than wolt thou truſt to goodes deceyuable 
Thys ys a law withouten chaungementes 
Ther may no thynge be kendly perdurable 
That ys engendꝛed of theſe elementes 

Pꝛola ii. Tum ego / vera inquam 

Capitulũ vij. Boecius loquitur. 
¶ Than ſayd J thus / O worſhypful noꝛyche 
Alle vertu to feden and ſuſteyne 12 
In al my wyt / but pk J were vnwyle 
d can not wete but ſothe ys that ye ſayn 
And of my foꝛtune ſothe pt ys certen 
That wonder ſmartly hath che me enhaunced 


4 


2 2 -—z 


Liber Secumdus. 
complayn 
nne 


But here bpon pt ys that 
That che vndoth wiche ven 
¶ Foꝛ of appes to 
pt ys the worſt / foꝛ to ben wet 
And in to myſchet aſter to ben fal 

Lo, thys mult chend a very hert of ſtele 


By 85 70 ſe conceyte of 
The truthene a 
To — 5 t her / yet haſt thou no reſon 
¶ And yf thys Idel name of welthyneſſe 
That ſo vncerten ys / pet moueth the 
way me now come t thyn a countes geſſe 
Of thynghes wiche as yet) thou haſt plenty 
(The wiche haddeſt euer in moſt deynte 
when al in rycheſſe foꝛtune had the fret 
25 ow migh thou playn of thy kelycyte 
ith — thou haſt thy beſt goodes pet 
C yet hoole a counde the fader of thy wyl 
He leueth loo / honoꝛ c reuerence 
Ok al man kende / wich p with thy lyf 


thyn opynyon 
the neuer a dele 


Though 5 ae in thy wyttes fele 


woldeſt gladly oben ſtandynge in hys defenet 


Symmachus made of al ſaptence 
Al ful of vertu & of honeſte 


Thogh he be Cuer of any violence 

As to hym ſelf / yet weyleth he fo: the 
Thy woytty wyf ſo ful of ſoberneſſe 
Ho chaſte / ſo honeſt / & ſo debonaer 
In ſhozt to conclude al her wozthyneſſe 
Leke to her fader as hys kendly heyer 
Ful loth her lyfſhe ledeth in deſpaer 
Only to the che kepeth her careful got 
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Thys one thynge ys that may thy welth apayrs 
Thys geaunt J wel '#do'moneyt moſt - 8 
¶ And of thy ſonnes Wiche ben conſulers 
What chal J ſayn / but ſhortly Þ they be 
In maner pꝛynte & as exemplares 
Both of ther elder kader & of the 
And euery moꝛtal thynge as ß mayſt ſe 
Upon thys hath hys pꝛincypal beſynes 
Thys lyue to kepe fro al infirmyte 
And vn to man the dereſt thynge yt ys 
¶ And theſe to the ben derer 95 thy Iyfe 
dare pt wel affermen certenl yx 
Xo Symmachus / thy ſonnes / & thy wyfe 
Thou haſt them pet now lete thy teres dꝛy 
Fo yet fortune ys not thyn enemy 
In al / ſo ferfo2the as thyſelf fapneſt 
Ne yet ys not on the ſo feruently 2 
The tempeſt fallen as thou the complayneſt 
CC Foz vhy good holdyng hath chen anker hent 
They ben ful ſtrong & cleueth wonder faſt 
The wiche / thy comfort of thys tyme pꝛelent 
Ne hope of better / ſuffereth not to ben paſ> _ 
Boectus ) Ow god iÞ-J 5 graunt yt v they laſt | 
Fo vhyle they haldeth how Þ euer yt ſtand 
O21 how p euer thes wicked wyndes walt 
vet in ſom maner ſhal we flete a lande 
¶ But how grete bewty of myne apparel 
s fro me — vo boſelfen ſeyth yt beſt 12 
8013 I hãue ꝙ ſhe yf yt may ought a vayle 
Pꝛomoted ſomWhat p thou were in reſt 
But yf ſo be thou thy ſelfen tempeſt 
Dyſpleſed way the ſoꝛt of al thy bf. 
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How chuld than thy mylchet be redꝛeſt 
yt thou wolt al way ſet thylelf in ſtryf  - 
But J ne map not ſtiffer thy delyce 5 
Complaynynge with ſo greuous heuyneſſe 
Al way coniectynge ſo in thy deuyle 


That lo nwhat wanteth of thy welthynelle 


Fot ho ys that pleueth in dedlyneſſe 
That in hys welthes ſtandeth ſo oꝛdynat 
That he ne ſtryueth al way moꝛe oꝛ laſſſe 
With the qualyte of hys aſtate 
¶ Ful angueſous they ben as foꝛ y nones 
The hende of woꝛdly welth J ſey / koꝛ vhy 
oꝛ other they cometh not al at ones 
Nt they ne ſtandeth neuer ſtabelly 
Foꝛ thes hath ryches loo habundantly 
Hum chanieth that hys lynage ys lo lowe 
And t hes loo ys renouned nobelly 
pet had he leuer fo2 pouerte ben vnknowe 
¶ Another hath both renoune & ryches 
De hath no wyk wherkoꝛe he ys dyfpleſed 
Thes hath a wyf that to hym luſty ys 
Defaute of yſſue maketh hym be deleſed 
He note ho with hys goodes ſhal be ſeſed 
And thes hath yſfue to hys luſt perchaunce 
vet haply of ther vyce he ys vneſed 
And weyleth of ther wicked gouernance 


With pꝛoper foꝛtune holdhemſelf- a paed 


That none know 
And he that knoueth he ys therof a krayed 


Forwhy tom thynge ys feled of euery maun 
but he that hath aſlaed 


Detthys therto þ euery welful wight - 


C wherfoze in lothe ther ys no wight can 


y 100; 
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Ful tender ys to ſuffer # myſapayed 
yfal thynge fal not to hys Wyl a ryght 
¶ And he that woꝛdly ys moſt foꝛtunate 
And tet moſt hyely in pꝛoſperyte 

Ful lytel thynge hys blyſſe may abate 
That ↄs not vſed in aduerſyte 
How many troueſt 8 in thys woꝛld ther be 
pk that they had ß leſt blyſſe of. vij. 

That J can tel of thy kelicyte 

They wold ſuppoſen that they were in heuen 
C Chys place of exyle as Þ haſt yt named 
Good contre ys to them that in zt ben 
And neuer the woꝛs thogh yt of p be blamed 
Thou art no wꝛecche but thou thyſelf yt wene 
(Thogh fantaſy haue bꝛought p thus in tene 
And euery foxtune ther a geyn ys good 

Ho ſo can in pactence hymſelf demene 
And ſuffer ſoftly with an eſy mode 

¶ Now tel me thus what wilful man ys that 
That ſtondeth in blyſſe as he can deuyſe 

That ſomtyme nold changen hys aſtate 
Whan pacience ys put out of ſeruyſe 
What trobel with your welthes many a wyle 
Is menged / yl ye coude yt haue in mynde 
CThogh they be t wete to ſuche as them vſe 
(They Wpl not be with hold when they wende 
¶ Chan map pe ſeyn by open euydence 
(The myſchet of theſe moꝛtal thynges thus 
(They ſtandeth not thogh thou haue pacience 
Ne luſteth not in al thy anguyſous 
O koly / vnwyt / co erroneus | ; 
Df moꝛtal folke ſekynge themſelfe withoute 
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our welthyneſſe & hyt ſo plentuous 
8 ſet withyn your ſelf withouten doute 
Ichal the ſhewe of thy felycyte 
Aſoueren poynte / entend what J chal ſay 
s any thynge lo dere woꝛth bn to the 
g ys thyſelf thou wolt aunſwere me nay 
yt thou be hole thyn a we conclude J may 
Thou haſte that thou ne woldeſt fozlete 
The wiche foꝛtune may not bereuen a way 
Tyl thou thyſelf yt wylkully foꝛfete 
¶ Ind that thou know p thynges tempoꝛel 
May not beſuche whertn thouſhuldeſt fynde 
Thy blyſtulneſſe / now vnderſtand me wel 
Ind take thes woꝛdes hoelly to thy mynde 
Sith blyſfulneſſe ys ſouerayn good of kynde 
Yoſe lyf ps reſon d intellygence if 
And ſouerayn good ys thynge 5 hath no ende 
Ne map beraft the by no vyolence I'm 5 
C Than vpon thys J may conclude & ſeyn T9 
That thes foztunes mutabilyte 19 
To bleſfulneſſe may no thynge atteyne 1. 
Ne ys not had by ſuche vnſtabylyte 
And wham ſo that thys falſe felicyte 
Thus carieth forth / he wote oꝛ Vote yt not 
How falſe che ys d al way hath y be 
A 'Thys diutſton ys immedyat 
¶ yk he ne wote hyt not he ys deceyued 
what blyſſe may be than in thys ignoꝛance 
And yf ſo be he hath wel a perceyued 
The maner ol her kyndly varyance 
He dꝛedeth than with kul grete greuance 
To leſe that thynge Þ lyghtly may be gon 
. 


Pd 


Liber Secundus. 
So that thys dꝛede with longe continuance 
withdꝛaweth hys blyſſe wiche v he truſt vpon 
C Other pk yt be lo that he leſe hys blyſte 
He weneth to ſtande in repꝛeffe d in ſcozn 
And no dout kul lytet good yt ys 
Vhos loſte with eley hert may be born 
And thou art he to vhom that here be foꝛn 
Hyt hathe be ſhewed by demonſtration 
That mannes ſoulene may not be foꝛloꝛn 
As thynge that turneth to coꝛruption 
¶ And clere yt ys that al thys wozdly wele 
As fro yo men with deth a way chal wende 
Than may yt not be douted neuer a dele 
But ſothe yt ys by re on ⁊ by hende 
pf woꝛdly blyſſe Chuld be pour fynal ende 
And very foꝛme of al your welthyneſſe 
Than euery creature of moꝛtal kende 
with deth muſte toꝛnen in to wꝛecchedneſſe 
C But we haue wyſt of many one here be fore 
To leke the frute of blyſſe in ther entent 
That haueth yt bought ful bytterly 4 ſoꝛe 
By deth / by dolour / by paynes 4 to2ment 
How myght yt be then that thys lyffe pꝛelent 
with any luſtes / might pow welful make 
Syth yt ys ſo that vhen thys lyffe ys went 
They be no wꝛecches wiche hyt hath fozſake 
Metrum ui. MNutiſquis volet 
Capitulũ vitj. PhHta loquitur. 
NJ lo that luſt to byld hemkelf a ſete 
1751 That ſhuld be mighty / ſure / a pdurable 
That bytter Eurus bꝛeſe yt nought ne bete 
Ne kers floddes make yt not meueable ils; 
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Che hye hylles be not pꝛokytable 

And moyſtep ſandes muſt he nedes exchew 

Foꝛ on the mounteyn may no thynge be ſtable 

Nether in lande no thynge be trwe 

C Foz vhy / theſouth wynd blowethſoze a lofte 

(That on the monteyn may no thynge be ſure 

And ſandes that ſo loſe ben & ſofte | 

An heuy boꝛden may they not endnre 

To fle therkoꝛe thys perylous aduenture 

A ſpker lete to let thy ſelf a pone 

Take thys in mynde & do therto thy cure 

(To byld a law howſe on a ſyker fone 

¶ That ys to ſayn Þ thou ſhalt ſet al thy mynde 

Upon that blyſſe that euer chal a byde 

And thogh ſo fal that the woode wynde 

Toꝛne vp & downe the lee on euery ſyde 

In very reſt / thou mayſt thy lelfen hyde 

As in thy caſtel ful of bleſfulneſſe 

In luſty age then chal the wel be tyde 

And ſet at nought thys Woꝛdly wzecchedneſſe 

Pꝛoſa v. Sed quonta rationum. 
Capitulũ ix / Phia loquitur. 

ut fo: aſmoche as J haue don thys 

Ze By my reſon deſcendynge in to the 

o vſen now (J trow that tyme ys) 

Some medycyne that moꝛe mighty be 

Now vnderſtande / al were yt lo parde 

That goodes wiche p foꝛtune hath beſto wen 

Shuld ſtanden euer in perdurabelte 

How might thou euer accõpte them foꝛ thy awne 
C And thes ſame that ye acompte them beſt 

2 


that they were conlydzed as they ought. 
bf, 
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Ful foule they cholden leme + dyſhoneſte 
And ben a compted foꝛ a chynge of nought . 
Now ok ryches how ſemeth in thy thought 
vohy ben they good / vhether of ther pꝛoper kynde 
Oz koꝛ they ben in to pour Ward p brought ö 
And chuld ben good tyl p they fro yow wende 
¶ what vs yt gold wiche that pe cal ryches 
Oz money gadꝛed in your treſozy 
But theſeſheweth moꝛe ther woꝛthyneſſe 
In puttynge out / then kepynge pꝛyuely 
Fo2 auarous men ben hated comenly 
And euery wight wyl haue them in dyldeyn 
And tho that voyl dyſpenden largly 
They ſhal haue loue # worſhyp ther a geyn 
¶ And thys good that p dyſpendeſt thus 
when yt ys ſpent a bydeth not with the 
Than ys thy money only pꝛecyous | 
when thou yt haſt pnt a way fro the 
Than in dyſpendynge lyeth the pꝛecyouſte 
Ok your treſour # not in hepes grete 
Hyt ſtent yow neuer at no comodyte 
Ne auapleth no thynge tyl yt be fozlete . 
¶ And what yf al the gold that al men han 
As hyt ys now in dyſtribution 
were aſſembled in an hepe / and than 
One man hyt had in hys poſleſlion 
Thys gold then by thys ſuppoſition 
Al other men muſte nedy make # bare 
And one man ryche thys ys no queſtion 
Beleuynge after al the woꝛld in care 
C A voyce vntuerſal (J may conclude) . 
At ones may without apeyrement 


. 


— 
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Fulkylle the peres of a multytude 
your ryches ys not ſo ſuffycyant 
Foz tyl they be departed & y ſpent 
To many men ne may not be taken 
And thes men fro whom they ben y went 
{They lene the poure whe they haue the forſaken 
C O ſtreyte ⁊ poure that ryches may J cal 
wyche al men ne may not haue at ones 
Ne one haue al / but yf that other al 
Foz pouerte # fo2 nede make ther mones 
And eke J meruel that thes pꝛecyous ſtonys 
(That ye be haldeth them co luſtely 
And fayneth bewty in thynges where none ys 
And ther hyt ys ye can hyt not a ſpy 
¶ Hnd what thynge ys hyt! bꝛightneſſe of colour 
Why that thys perry ſemeth yow ſo layꝛe 
Thys wete ye wel the bꝛyghtneſſe ys not pour 
Ne nought of pow / but only hyt ys ther 
As by a lyght reboundynge in the ayer 
And moche J meruel vhy pe wonder ſo 
On thynges that may ne a mende ne papꝛe 
pour kendly good by noght that they may do 
C what thynge ys that p lacketh Iyffe a lyght 
What map be lekened to a creature 
(That bereth iyffe / a reſon hath ther wyth 
That ſhuld be demed fayꝛe as by nature 
And thogh they dꝛawe a bewty in fygure. 


Ok hym that made hyt / yet in your pꝛelence 
They may not worthy ben in no meſure 
To be merueled of pour excellence 


S 


And where thes feldes that ben fayꝛe c grene 


o ful of floures delyteth ought your [yght 
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Bo?ci? ) why chuld they not ſayd J ith $ they ben 
A fay2e part of Þ wotke of god al inyghr 

Foz ſo ſom tymes when the (ce ps bꝛyght 
we wonder moche / when the heuen ys clere 
Upon the mone * ſterres in the nyght 
And on the ſonne that ſhyncth a monge ous here 
PH:a) ¶ But apperteyneth ꝙ che ought to the 
Mayſt thou that bewty in thy ſelken fynde 

Darſt thou reioycen that they in the be 

As thynge lubiected in thy pꝛopꝛe kynde 

Art thou depaynted ſemeth in thy mynde 

with floures of the fyꝛſt ſomer ſelon 
Oꝛ art thou as a tre wyth rote à rynde 
_— thou nozyſhefrutes * troueſt p thys by reſon 
And vherfoꝛe art thou raueſſhed to in veyn 

As thogh thes goodes chuld be thyn avone 
The wyche f:o the ben vtterly foꝛeyn 

And wonder fer as euery man may kno wen 
Fo: vhy fo:tune( thou mayſt hyt fully tro wen 
Ne may not make them thyn foꝛ to ben 

The wych nature hathe elles vhere beſtaWwen 
And vtterly made fro the alyen 
C Fox vhy the frute 5 doth on erthe encrecen - 
Deſerueth vn to beſtes ſuſtynance 
Ind lytel thynge your nede may a ceſſen 

So that natnre haue her ſufyſance 

why ſhuldeſk Þ then deſyze abundance 

And aſke of foꝛtune ſuperfluyte 

Syth that nature may haue her pleſance 

wyth Iytel thynge in p2yſe # quantyte 

¶ Ind yk thou wolt her \uTyſance opp2eſſe 
Wyth ſuperfluyte ſurfetouſly 


| Liber Secundus: 
Other hyt wyl the bꝛynge in heuynelle 
Other elles the a noyen greuoully 
But of thys one thynge certen meruyl JF 
Chat thou woldeſt ſemen fayze d glozyous 
As foꝛ to ben clothed ryally | 
Jn dyuers ſhappe & colour pzecyous 
¶ Fot pt in clothes any bewty bee 
Wher by the ſyght ys fayꝛe a aggreable 
That apperteyneth no thynge vn to the 
But that mater hald J meruplable 
Other the wyt of hym ys commendable 

That made thys thynge thys may be cauſe ol wond 
But that Þ ſhuldeſt therfoze be honoꝛable 
As in your kend / ye ben ful fer a lounder 
¶ Oꝛ fot to walken wyth a hugy route 
And ol mayne to be coppous | 
Map make the blyltul / nay wythouten doute 
Foꝛ J ſuppoſe that they ben vycyous 
hey ben a greuous charge vn to thy houſe 
And may be cauſe of thy deſtruction 
And what yt they be good d vertuous 
And very honeſt of condytion 
¶ why ſhuld ther vertu other honeſte 
Be accompted as parte of thy ryches 
Oꝛ wherkoꝛe chuldeſt thou commended be 
Nt haue a thanke of foꝛepn woꝛthyneſſe 
Loo in al thes reherſed here expꝛeſſe 
The wyche as thou acompteſt in thy thoght 
As foꝛ thy goodes clerely as J geſſe 
IJ haue the ſhewed that thyn be they nought 
¶ In wych thynges as J haue ſayd be foꝛn 
yk thou no luſty bewty canſt fynde eus 

ity, 
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why ſoꝛoeſt thou p thou them haſt folozen 
Oz of the hauynge enioyeſt in thy mynde 
yf they be kayꝛe as of ther awne kynde 
what may that apperteyn vn to the 
Foz had they ben fro the wythouten ende 
Allo fayꝛe # luſty had they be 
¶ Foꝛ no doute they be not pꝛecvous 
Fo2 thou them haſt # kepeſt beſely 
But foꝛ they ſemed the delycyous 
Thou them accompeſt in thy tre ſoꝛy 
what craue ye then wyth to gret a cry 
That ye on foꝛtune calleth thus alwey 
wyth abundance in ſothe / as ſuppoſe J 
pe ſeketh fox to dꝛyven nede a way 
¶ But yet the contrary to pour entent doth kal 
Fo: vow nedeth helpe (not lytel) to maynteyn 
Ind koꝛ to kepe youꝛ pꝛecyous thynges al 
Leſt ſo be fal that pe hytleſe a geyn 
So moche the moꝛe your labour ps in vayn 
That ye mult lyue in heuynelle c dꝛede 
And thys ys ſoth alſo that J chat ſayn 
o ſo myche hath / of moche thynge hath nede 
(And lytel thynge hym nedeth certenly 

That can hys plenty meſure on thys Wyſe 
Kyght euen as nature nedeth kendly 
And not vn to the luſt of couetyce 
Ne can yow not your ſelfen better aduyſe 
To ſe what good ys ſet your ſelf wythyn 
But nedes wyl ye ſeken a deuyſe 
In ſtrange thynges your goodes foꝛ to wynne 
¶ And thus of thynges that chuld be wozthyeſt 
The 02dze ys pezuerted vp lo dovone | 
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The wyche ys called a dyuyne beſt 
By kendly myght t meret of refon 
Ne can not kno wen hys awne condytion 
Not le the meret ofhys excellence 
But by the delyꝛe of vayn poſſeſſyon 
Truſteth woꝛdly ryches to be hys defence | 
¶ Al other beſtes haldeth them ſelf a payed! 
Of bewty that wythyn them ſelf ys | 
But ye men the wyche as J haueſayd | 
your god hath ſet pow in ſuche a worthyneTe 


That in your ſoules ye bereth hys lekenelle 
And be in kende ſo nobel a creature a 
ye ſeketh here by fylthe x wꝛerchedneſfe 


To enblemeſThe your excellent nature 


ye vnderſtande not ne wyl not ſe 

What Wꝛonge ye do vn to your creatour 
Syth he mankynd hath ſet in thys degre 

Al erthly thynges to ercede tn vaylour 

ye do your dygnyte grete dyſhonour 

To thꝛaſt hyt vnder moſt vn woꝛthy thynges 
BRyght as hyt were alozd gouernour 

Wold make hym ſiibtecte to hy3 vnderiynges 
¶ For yt ye ſhuld haue thys entention 


That al thynge wyche ys had of euery wyght ; 


Shuld mote be ſet of reputation 
Than he that hath oz aweth hyt by ryght 

ye do your ſelf ſhame & grete vnhyght 
So foule thynges /ſyth ye deme them youres 
Submyttynge yow as in your avvne ſyght 
To thynges wher of ye ben the poſſeſſours 

C It your deſert thys falleth verament 

The kynde of man loo ſtandeth in thys dcgre 


| 
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That only than he ys moſt excellent 
when that he kno weth hys alone dygiyte 
And ther a geyn eftſones. when that he 

Ne can not knowe hys awone woꝛthyneſſe 
He ps be nethen beſtyalyte 

And vndercaſt to al wꝛecchedneſſe 

¶ A rude beſt hys nature vſeth thus 

To may not knowe hem ſelfen kyndly 

In man hyt ys kul foule # vycyous 

Hys nature to fozleten folely 

Ind thus your errour ſheweth openly 

Ther ye ſuppoſeth that ſuch accydentes 

your kende that ys ſo woꝛthy & ſo hy 

Shold make fay2e by fozeyn oꝛnamentes 

¶ Hyt may not be that reſon hath fofended 
Joꝛ yt ſuche accydentes be fapte # gay 
Thes accydentes ought to be commended 
But that couered thynge hyt ys no nay l 
In hys fylthe a bydeth ſtyl al way 

And J denye x vtterly dylpꝛeue 

That any thynge ys good / that harmen map 
Oꝛ ought the hauer noyen oꝛ a greue 

¶ Nobo ys thys ſoth in certen as J geſſe 
Thou wolt hyt ſay J gabbe not of thys 
Fo! ofte hyt falleth that treſour # ryches 
Maketh yer loꝛdes fot to fare a myſſe 
Syth euery wꝛecched koule that curſed ys 
Suche gold x treſour vhos that euer hyt be 
He wyl coueyte # Voyl that hyt were hys 
And therkoꝛe put hys Ilyffe in Jeparde 

C And only them he holdeth woꝛthyeſt 
(That of ſuche gold d tre{our haueth y now 


Alber Secundus. 
Fo! bhy he belyeth hym wyth outen reſt 
To haue that good ne recketh he not how 
But thou that leueſt in ſuche a diede now 
As thogh 5 ſhuldeſt wyth Werd oꝛ ſpere be ſtonge 
Haddeſt ben poure hyt had ben koꝛ thy pꝛow 
Be foꝛe the theike thou mayſt haue gon # ſonge 
¶ Oh / wonder clere ys thys felycyte 
Ok mortal thynge a woꝛthy to be ſofte 
That reueth a man of hys tranquyllyte 
And maketh hym deſtrobled in hys thoght 
I note how dere that blyſſe may be boght 
A man to wynne ſuche a welkulneſſe 
Thou art in pees the vhyle thou haſt hyt noght 
when thou hyt haſt thou leſeſt thy ſykerneſſe 
Metrũ. v. Felix nimiũ pꝛioz ctas. 
Capitulũ r. Phia loquitur. 
C ful wonder blyſful was that rather age 
What tyme þ men couth halde them ſelf a payd 
To fede them ſelf wyth out ſuche outrage 
Vyth mete that trew feldes had arayd 
Vyth akernes ther hunger was a layd 
And ſo they couth ceſſen ther talent 
They had as yet no quenty craft aſſapd 
As clarrey fo2 to make / ne pyment 
C To dye purper couthe they nor bethynke 
(The whyte flees wyth venem ty2yen 
The rennynge ryuer gaue them luſty dzynke 
And holſom ſlepe they toke vpon the grene 
The Pynus that ſo ful of bꝛanches ben 
That was ther hous to kepe them vnder ſhade 
The ſee to kerue no ſyppes were ther ſeyn 
Ther was no man that marchaundyſe made 


;  Lber, Secundus. 

C. Them leked not to ſaylen vp c downe 

But kept them ſelf ther they were bred 

Tho was ful huſche the cruel clazyoune 

Wyth eyger hate ther was no blod y ſhed 

Ne ther wyth was none armour yet be bled 

Foꝛ in that tyme ho durſt haue ben ſo wood 

Suche. bytter wondes p he wold not dꝛed 

Vythouten medefo2 to leſe hys blood 

¶ I wold our tyme myght toꝛnen certenly 

And thes maners al way wyth ous dwel 

But loue of hauynge bꝛenneth feruently 

Morekerſer than the very kyze of hel 

Allas ho was that man ß wold hym mel 

Thys gold a gemmes 5 were couered thus 

That kyꝛſt began to myne FJ can not tel 

But that he found a perel pꝛecyous 

Pola vj. Ouid autẽ de dignitatibz 
Capitulu . j. Phia loquttur. 

¶ But kurdermoꝛe What chal J tel oz ſayn 

Of hye power oz elles of dygnyte 

The wyche ye magnyfyeth ſo in vayn 

As thogh they ſhold as hye as heuens be 

Nygh as a thynge of hye felycyte 

And folely ye fayleth al a myſle i 

Ne can ye not Vythyn your wyttes ſe 

where that very dygnyte # power ys 

¶ And pk hyt ſo be that a wꝛecched wyght 

As okten hath hyt kallen hyre be foꝛe 

In hye aſtate oꝛ dygnyte be dyght 

How fers a flod may harmen vo w ſo ſoꝛe 

The fyze of Ethna may not harmen moze 

That blaſteth out @ bzenneth euery ſyde 


. .... - "Liber Secundus. 
Suche a wꝛeche had better ben vn boze _ 
Than ſuche aſtates ſhuld to hym betyde 
C And certes thou remembzeſte as J geſſe 
Ok che conſulers dognyte * 
That was the hyeſte aſtate of woꝛthyneſ[ſe 


In the begynnynge of pour lyberte E 
They were ſo kul of pꝛyde a czuelte 1 
wheꝛfoꝛe your elders Wold hyt haue remeued 1 
And fo2 the lame cauſe fro your cyte | 8 
The name of kynge was voyded x repwued 1 
C And pf ſo be that good men be reyſed 20-0 þ 
To hye aſtate as ſelden ys that chaunce Wo. | 
Ho ys therfoze of reſon to be pzeyſed 1 
Not that aſtate / but ther good gouernance 1 
So than in vertu lyeth the ſuffyſance ( e 
wher by that honour cometh to dygnyte 0 1 
And dygnyte not by contraryance 1 
Manketh not vertu wozſhypful to be 9 
Thys power wich p ys ſo ſoꝛe yſofte I 
o dere woꝛthe te ſo clere in your entente . 
what thynge ys hyt / a vhy behald ye nofte 1 
To wiche thynges pe ben pꝛelydent | M42 
And vher vpon your power ys extent 1 
what yf thou ſawe a wꝛecched mouſe a lone 1 
To clepmen power oꝛ gouernment 1 
Ok other myle / thou Woldeſt laugh lone | Ry. 5 
¶ And pk thou woldeſt behalden in thy mynde 1 
What ys the moꝛtal body of a wight 1 
A fceyler thynge ne ſhalt thou none kynde ut 
That leſſe hath of power oꝛ of might Ft 
How ſone yt may beflayed oꝛ a fryght Ft: 
Oꝛ ded by bytynge of alytel flyve 1 
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Liber Secundus. 

Nt by ſome Wozme that crepen map in ryght 
withyn a mannes body pꝛeuely 
¶ And ho ys he 8 may do ſtrength oz foꝛs 
Oꝛ vlen might oꝛ power / ſay me thys 

But only on a coꝛruptyble coꝛs | 
Rtght of the ſame kende / that ys hys 
Other on thynge / that moꝛe vnwoꝛthy ys 
As on fo2tune / oꝛ vhoſe might may attayne 
By hye altate / power j 02 wozthyncſle 

A fre coꝛage to arteyn oz conſtrayn 

C Stedfaſt that hath hemſelf in reſt 

And knetteh hymſelf in reſon euery dele 
Mapſt thou hys pece beryue out of hys beſt 
vn to thy wyl hys purpoſe to compelle 

Ok ſuche a man ( 3eno ) as ſome tyme pt be kelle 
A tpꝛant wold haue arted hym by peynes 

A certen counſel to be wꝛey and telle 

The wiche Þ was conlpyꝛed hym a geynes 
But then thys man bote of hys tonges ende 
And in hys face hyt ſpete / ſo that he 
Thys toꝛment wiche thys lame tyꝛant wen 
To haue ben mater of hys cruelte 

Thys Wyſe mau to ſhew hys lyberte 
Of fre coꝛage that may not be conſtrayned 
He made yt cauſe of vertu fo2 to he 
And ſet at nought how ſo2e p he were peyn 
C And what ys that of auger oꝛ of grame 
wher with a man a nother may oppꝛeſſe 
That he ne may ſuſteyne of hym the ſame 
pk afterwarde ſuche aduenture encreſſe 
As we haue lerned that Bulirides 

Pys ane geſtes often had ſlayn 


de 


And afterward hemſelf of Hercules 
(That was hys geſte : was don to deth a 
C And Regulus ful many one in batel 
Ok men of aTryke / as thou haſt yt rad 
Had taken vhen he had gouernayle 
Aud caſt them in to bondes ſoze ſad 
And aſter ward in maner was he glad 
Foz fere of payn to put foꝛth hys handes 

To tho that firſt of hym wereſo2e a dꝛad 
Than was he fetred in the ſame bondes 
¶ And woldeſt pſetten by a man nes might 
That may not lette the ſame thynge be wꝛoght 
vn to hym ſelfen of the ſame wight | 
The wiche he hathe in to deſeſe y bzought 
And yf ſo were as ſemeth in thy thought 
yl hye aſtate might kendly conteyn / 

Any pꝛoper good / J ne doute yt nought 
To. wicked folke ne chuld yt nener atteyn 
¶ Contrarious thynges 5 maner hath not vſed 
As foꝛ to ben coniuned v met 

Fo euer yet nature hyt hath refuſed 

And ſyth Þ often wycked men ben ſet 

In hye aſtate as yt wyl not be let 

Than ſeweth thys that no good kendly 

Hath that aſtate Þ cuffereth to be knet 

To ſuche that ledeth ther lyues wyckedly 

¶ And loo the ſame J may wel deme of al 
Fo2tunes goodes be they moe o2 leſſe 

That moſt abundantly be wont to kalle 

To wycked people ful of curſedne.Te 

Foz of al thes J may ſuppoſe ⁊ geſſe 

That ho ſo hathe ſtrength a myghty man he ys 
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Z my Liber Secundus:- 
And in wham may befounden greteſWyftneſſe 
That man ys (Vyft / ſo moſt yt nedes be 
C Thus muſyke maketh a muſytion 

And phiſyke a phylition to be 

Thus rethoꝛpyke maketh a retoꝛpen 

(The kende of euery thynge( we may wel le 
oſt nedes induce hys kendly pꝛoperte 

e ſuffereth not to be cõiuned to 

None effectes of contraryouſte 

But al aduerſe thynges putteth hym kro 

But loo your woꝛdly ryches hath not that 

Fo to reſtrayne your curſed auaryce 

Neyther the power of none hye aſtate 

Map make hym ſtronge that ys bound in vyce 
That ledeth hys lyffe inluſtes c delyce 

Ne dygnyte in ſhreued folke beſtaued 

Maketh not them the woꝛthyer of pꝛyce 1 
But rather maketh them vnthryfty to beknoWed. 
C Ind vhy ys thys ? in ſoth fox ye delyten 

And retoycen in your fantaſy 

Falſe names on thynges to conterfeten 
Al other / than becometh them kendly 

Fo! vhy / the effectes pꝛeueth openly 
That dygnyte / that power / that rycheſſe 

Ther names bereth al vn pꝛoperly 

As J haue ſhewed / yt ſueth euen erp2eſſe 
¶ And loo thys ſame J may concluden wel 
Ok al fortunes thynges (as ſemeth me) 

In wich ther ys no bounte naturel 

Ne cauſe vhy they chuld deſy2ed be 

Foz ſelde yt ys as euery man may ſe 

They Jopneth them to good vertuous 


Liber Tercius. 

As map thaſtate of good plente 

Of foꝛeyn thynge to neden noght at al 
But in hyt ſelf to haue al ſuffyſance 

Ok al good to ſpeke in general 
C Aud furdermoꝛe what ſayſt thou / erren they 
That uche a thynge a counten honozable 
The wyche ys ſouereyn good / koꝛ ſoth nay 
Fo: ſuche a thynge may not be repꝛeucable 
That to al mortal folke ys deſyreable 
wher to ys ſet al ther entention 
And allo power / ys hyt commendable 
Hyt ys ful good hyt ys no queſtyon 
¶ How chold myght fro ſuche a thyng be rpued 
The wyche of al thynge ys Worthyeſt 
And noble renoune ſhold yt be repꝛeued 
That ys a thynge ſo worthy # honeſt 
Syth thynge that ys moſt excellent & beſt 
Muſt nede be woꝛchypkul # reuerent 
Fo! euery wyght to wynne hyt ys ful pꝛeſt 
And ther to traueleth wyth ther hole entent 
C But koꝛ to ſpeke of anger oꝛ dyſtreſſe 
Oz loꝛow / murnynge / angueſſe / other payn 
Suche thynges may not be in blyſfulneſſe 
Cher koꝛe of uche hyt nedeth noght to ſayn 
Fot in ful lytel thynges men be fayn 
Co haue d vſe that may them do ſolace 
And only thys to hauen in certeyn 
Al wordly men enfoꝛcen to purchace 
¶ And fo2 thys cauſe deſyꝛeth they abundance 
As lordſhyp / fame / delyce / # dygnyte 
Ther by to wynne c haue ſuffyſance 
Ok honour / reuoune / myght / # glad "ay 

| + ſs | 
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Liber Terciu 

(Than ys hyt good as euery man may ſee 

That men ſo faſt ſeketh in thys woieiee 

And lo traueleth euerych in hys degre 

To wynne hyt as they can beſt deuyſe 

C Jn wyche deſp2e apereth openly 

How grete c myghty ys the ſtrengh of kende 

Syth alſo be yt that ful dyuerſiy 

Dyſcotdeth loo the ſentence of ther mynde 

yet al thes conſenteth at one ende 

As foꝛ to loue a thynge that ſemeth beſt 

Foꝛ here to nature doth ther hertes tende 

Tyl thys be had they may not be in reſt 
Metrũ ij. Qucãtas rerũ klectat. 

Capitulũ tiij. Phia loquitur. 

t luſt to chewen by ſubtyl ſonges 

and oy ſoune of delectable ſtrenges 
How p nature that pt 404 ys & ſtronge 

Attempꝛeth the gouernment of thynges 

Thys grete Wwoꝛld wyth al hys varynges 

So by her lawes kepeth « ſuſteyneth 

And by bondes that yaueth no loſynges 

Ful ſykerly Che byndeth a reſtrayneth 

C. Fo? thogh the lyon of that ſtraunge lande 

That hyght Pene / the kayꝛe cheynes bere 

And taketh mete by gefte of mannes hande 

And of ther ſturdy maſters haueth fere 

Ok vhom they often ſtyffe ſtrokes bere 

And Coftely they ſuffereth to be bete 

yet be they ones loſed of that gere 

Ther olde coꝛage wyl they not fo2gete 

¶ Foz yf the hote blod of any beſt 

Ther koule mo bothes haue made red 
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Liber Tercius;: 
{Ther hye cozage that longe hathe ben a reit 
Hyt wWyl repayre in to ther cruelhed 
He caſteth then hys cheynes ouer hed 
And ro:eth faſt remembꝛynge as yt were 
Dys maſter fy: of whom he was a dꝛed 
Voyth blody tethe than wol he al to tere | 
¶ The byꝛde that ſyngeth on p bꝛaunche on hye 
vk he beccloſed in a cage of tre | 
And luſty men hym ſerueth beſely 
Voyth metes that ful ſwete a luſty be 
pf he may ones ſkyp out tt be fre 
Hys Inſty mete he caſteth vnder fote 
And to the wode ful faſt ſeketh he 1 
And begynneth to trute wyth a luſty note 
¶ A perde that ys growen vp in lenght | 
Voyth mannes hande bowed doyone to ground 
yt that the hand remittch of hys ſtrenght 
The crop ful lone wyl vp a gepn rebounde 
And when the ſonne ys paſſed dayes ſtound 
As vndergon the wawes of the weſte _ 
Ful ſone he hath a pꝛeuy path v found 
And in the moꝛnynge a ryſeth in the eſte 
¶ Ind ſo a geyn the day begynneth ſpzynge 
Thus euery thynge retoyceth in hys kende 
Ther recours a pen warde foꝛ to bꝛzynge 
And:beſely to toꝛnen # to wende 
Loo thys we ſhuld conceyuen in our mynde 
That al thynges mult ther oꝛdꝛe ſew 
And the begynnynge Joynen wyth the ende 
And of them ſelfen make a cercle trew a 
P2oſa iii. Vos quo terrena. 

Capitulũ vb. Phia NN 15 

| ij. 


Ut (Liter Torrie yt ſemeth 
ut ye erthly beſtes as yt tem 
woyth a ful thynne Jmagynation 
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| 9 Dp 4 your begynnynge as yt were ye dzemeth 
44 J ledde by natural inclination 
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And haueth in maner blynde inſpection 
As of the ende of very blyſfulneſſe 
But erronr of your falſe affection | 
wythdꝛaeth yow to very wꝛecchedneſſe 
C Behalde # ſe now yk hyt may be ſo 
where men atteyn moWen in thys wyle 
Vn to that ende that nature dꝛaeth them to 
Ok blyſfulneſſe fo as them ſelf deuyſe 
yk ſo be that ther nyce couetyce 
Ok money / honour /o2 ſuche other thynge 
ay make them fully to them ſelf ſuffyce 

at no good lacke as vn to ther lekynge 
C And than by theſe wyl J graunt & ſeyn 
That a man may leuen blyſfully 
But than efte in that other ſyde a geyn 
pf they may not perkoꝛmen verely 
Al that they haue behyght them vtterly 
But manp goodes lacketh that they myſſe 
wyl hyt not than apperen plenerly | 
As aful falſe colour of blyſfulneſſe 
C But fyꝛſt of the J aſke thys demaunde 
As thou that were not yet ful longe a gone 
In woꝛdly welthes fully habundante | 
whether thou amonge tho welthes euerychone 
As in thy coꝛage / neuer feldeſt thou none 
Dyſtreſſe oꝛ greuance no tyme in thy mynde 
Boecius) Certen ꝙ I Jcan thynke vpon 


In that aſtate couth J me neuer kynde 


Liber Tercins; 


C That J ne 
Phia) And was not thys ꝙ ſhe the cauſe vhy 


That ſom thynge lacked the as dyſt Þ geſſe 
The wyche thou woldeſt haue had pzeſently 
And ſom thynge eke thou haddeſt ſykerly 
The wyche thou woldeſt gladly haue foꝛgon 
Boecius) Right as ye ſayn ryght ſo hyt ys ꝙ 7 
Phia) Thou Vylleſt ſhe Þþ p2eſence of that one 
¶ And the abſence of that other than 
Boecius )  Þ J graunt J can not go ther fro 
Phra ) Now than ꝙ ſhe nedeth euery man 
The ſame thynge that he delpꝛeth to 
Boectus ) Ful ſoth hyt ys ꝙ 0 hym nedeth fo 
| Phra) Now than ꝙ che he that nedeth ought 
He ys not ſuffyſant (Boecius ) J ſeyd no 
As to hym felfen he ſuffyſeth not 
Phia) when thou ſhe ſayd were ful in thy ryches 
Thou ſuffered then thys ſame vnſuffyſance 
Boectus ) How elles ꝙ J ſo hyt ys expꝛeſſe 
wes Than ys hyt ſo ꝙ che that abundance 
Ok wotdly good may neuer a man a vaunce 
As to hym ſelten that he may ſuffyſe ä 
And nede nought of foꝛeyn puruepance 
And thys ys that they hyght to a complyſe 
¶ And thys ys to be conſyd2ed J trowe 
That money hath no kendly reſyſtens a 
Foꝛ to defend the lozdes that them owe 
Chat they ne may be rafte by vyolence 
Boecins) J graunt wel ꝙ J to your ſentence 
Phra) And what y ſhe thogh p thou ſedyſt nap 
Sypth euery day men doth ther dylygence 


The ſtrengeſt foz to gete hyt yf view i 
| lil. 


was al way ſomwhat in dyſtreſre 


Liber Tercius. 
C Fo! vhereof elles be quarelles moued 
That men al day in courtes them complayn 
But fo2 ther good ys falſly them bereued 
By foꝛs 02fraude & aſketh hyt a geyn oe 
Boectus) In ſothe ꝙ J hyt ys ryght as ye ſeyn 
Phia) Loo then Che nedeth euery man [1 
OfTocour a of foꝛeyn helpe certeyn 
As koꝛ to kepe the money that they han 
C Boecius) Ho ys that may denyen thys @ 
Pha) And then q; che ſhold hym nede none 
Ok ſuche defenſe ne ward certenly 
Ne had he that money that he may koꝛgon 
Boectus ) Ther ys ib J no doute ther vpon 
Phia) Loo than ꝙ ſhe al pour affyance 
Is toꝛned yow vn to renerſe a none 
Foz hyt bereueth yo w pour ſuffylancde 
¶ wher by ye wene in eſe fo: to be Fa 
And bꝛyngeth yow in angupſſe c dyſtreſſe 
Ok koꝛeyn helpe to haue neceſſyte 
yet wold J know the maner Wyle expꝛeſſe 
How nede may ben voyded by ryches 
Wher ryche men ne hungreth neuer a dele 
O wher they may not thurſten wylt geſſfe 
wher they ne may no cold in wynter keie 
¶ But vn to thys thou wolt aun were me lone 
That ryche men haue vherwyth'euery day | 
Ther cold / ther thurſt / ther hunger to fo done 
As vn to thys in al J ſey not nay 17 

hey mayx 


In ſothe thys wyt J graunten that t 
By ther good be comforted at ther nede 


But vtterly to putten nede a way in pl) 
That power haue they not wythowten dꝛede 


Liber Tercius 

C Fo: ſyth'thys nede that alway gapeth (6 
To be fulfplted / c after moꝛe hyt gredeth 
Is ſuche a thynge that neuer may be do 
Of kende ne ſpeke J nought p lytel nedeth 
But auaryce that no thynge fully fedeth 
Ne may not be fulfylled wyth habundance 
But in to moꝛe neceſſyte vo w ledeth 
Whytrow ye ther by to haue ſuffylance 

Metrũ tif... Quãuis fluente diues 
Capitulũ vi. PHta loquitur. 
RN. were hyt that the ryche couetous 


Had al of gold ful rennynge a ryuer 

And alſo fele of ſtones precyous 

As in hys necke he myght hem ſelken bere 

And oren on fylde hys landes fo! to eyre 

Hys beſyneſſe pet tyl that he ſhal dep 

De wyl not leue / ne when he Iyeth on bere 

Al hys ryches ne ſhal hym not conuey 

Pꝛola tiij. Sed dignitates. 
Capitulũ vii. Phia loquitur. 

A hether dygnytes to ſuche as them wynne 

May make them fully worſhypful to be 

Other impꝛeſſen vertu them wythyn 

And make vyce out of ther hertes kle 

Mot lo foꝛ ſoth thou mayſt thy ſelfen ſe 

Hyt ys not wont to a voyden wyckedneſſe 

But vyce that was al cloſe in pꝛeupte 

yt maketh fully to be knowen expꝛeſſe 

¶ wher of hyt ys J haue rygh grete dyſdeyn 

Chat ſuche wycked men & ſurfetours 

Shold any tyme in dygnyte be ſeunn 

Cher foze hyt was that one ur 1 


9 


whan he law one — hyght ae 
Set ina lete of worthyp in the to wne 
He called hym a poſtem venemous 
Al ful of atter ⁊ coꝛruption 
¶ Ne ſeyſt thou not what ſhame x belony 
To ſuche chrewde wycked folke hyt ys 
Foz to be ſet in ſuche honour on hye 
Foꝛ were not that / vet ther vnwoꝛthyneſſe 
Ok other folke chuld kno wen be the leſſe 
And what perylous woldeſt thou ſtanden at 
Er thou woldeſt bere an offyce / chal J gelle 
wyth a ſuche curſed man dedecoꝛate 
C. Ne Ine may not demen in my wt 
That ſuche wꝛecches chuld ben honoꝛable 
And woꝛth that woꝛchyp thogh they haue 556 
That ben ther to vnworthy + vnable 
But yk thou ſaw a voyſe man 2 an able 
And hoelly al fulfylled wyth ſapyence. 
woldeſt thou deme that man as repꝛeueable 
And as vnwoꝛchy to that excellence 2 
Boecius) J ſayd no (Phia) now certes thẽ iq ſhe 
Theſe dyguytes belongeth Anne 
Onlp to vertu # to honeſte 
Ind vertu ſhal tranſpoꝛte them verely 
To wyche ſhe ys coniopned ſewyngly 
And koꝛ as mychel as ſuche reuerence 
Recepued of the people comenly 
Accoꝛdeth not alway wyth conſcience 
C Neto that honour wych that they recepuen 
Ne may not make them worthy foꝛ to be 
Than may we clerely knowen# conceyuen 


That honour hathe in pꝛopꝛe no bewte 


Liber Tercius. 

As euen Worthy to that dygnyte 
And moſt to thys ye awth to taken hede 
The mo folke that deſpyſeth them perde 
The mote abiecte they ben hyt ys no dꝛede 
C So than as dygnyte may not ſuffyſe 
To maken ſrewes Worth no reuerence 
But rather maketh that men them wyl deſpyſe 
Thogh they honour them in ther pꝛelence 
yet they deſpyſe them in ther conſcience 
Ther dygnytes ſo maketh them to be knowe 
And clerly Cheweth to folkes ther offenſe 
Ok whom they ben deſpyſed as they owe 

¶ Ind thys ys not vnponyſſhed ſpkerly 
Fo! they reuenge them on ther dygnyte 
The wyche they haue defouled wꝛecchedly 
As vwythe ther vyce # ther vnhoneſte 
But that thou myght thy ſelfen know #ſe 
That very honour falleth in no Voyſe 
By ſuche aſtates that tranſytozy be 
Now vnderſtande what J the ſhal deuyſe 
¶ I ſuppoſe that a man of hye renoune 
That ofte hathe had the aſtate of conſuler 
Shold come a monge a ſtraunge nation 
That they ne knew What aſtate he bare 
Troweſt p they wold hym honouren ther 
Fot hys aſtate thou wolt ant were me na 
But pk honour in ſuche aſtates were 
n kend a pꝛopꝛe thynge / than wold J ſa 

Ther kendly offyce chuld they not fozlete 
Thogh that he went vn to the wonldes ende 
As kyꝛe ne may not ceſſen of hys hete 
Uhyle that hyt fyze ys where 5 euer hyt wende 


Liber Tercius. 


But honour ys no pꝛopʒe thynge of kynd 


To dygnyte / but falſe opynyon 
As nyce men deuyſeth in ther mynd 
wher foze a monge a ſtraunge nation 
¶ That nought ne kno weth of that d 
He ys honoured as a nother man 
In ſtraunge land thou leyſt thys may wel b 
But loke that land vher that aſtate be gan 
Wher that hyt chuld al way hys honour han 
Standeth hyt al way in hys honour ther 
But of the pꝛouoſtry what ſayſt thou than 
That vhylom was aſtate of hye power 
C Now ys hyt no thynge but an Idel name 
Ind loo the charge of ſenatours rent 
Now at thys day hyt ſtandeth in the ſame 
Thogh that ſom tyme hyt was ful reuerent 
A man ſom tyme was holden excellent 
Chat had the charge of vytayl in the towone 
Thus vp lo doune ys the Wo:ld y went 
Now ys hyt of no reputation 


- 
. 
* 


ygnyte 


. 
- 
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As we haue ſayd alytel here befon 


A thynge that hath no bewty pzoperly 
Now hath hyt honour d now hyt hath fozlozn 
After the vſe of mennes fantaſy 
Syth dygnyte ne may not kendly 

Jnducen very cauſe of reuerence 

But ofte hyt ys defouled ſykerly | 
By them that vſeth hyt wyth inſolence 
¶ And pk they now be fayze a now not fo 
As tymes haue ther tranſmutatton 

And yf ther bewty thus them paſſeth fro 
Ifter mannes eſtymatyon 


* 


Liber Tercius. 


what ys there / after your opynyon "1 * 


Ok bewty in them Woꝛthy to be ſoght 
Syth that they ben of luche condytion 
How ſhold they geue that they ne hauet 
etrů iii. Quäauis ſe tirio. 
A Els Hia * lech 
— Hogh pꝛoude Nero hys lecherp 
<7 ko Clothed hym wyth purpur tyzyen 
And wyth ful ryche perry ryally 


— , 
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Pöl lyfe he was vnthyfty etc vnclene 
That h 


e was lothly euery wyght to ſeyn 
yet gaue he ſeytes to the ſenatours 
How tholdeſt thou trow them blyſful foꝛ to ben 
(Tho that of wꝛecches taketh ſuche honours 
Pꝛoſa v. An vero regna. 
Capitulũ ir. Phia loquitur. 445 
Aut what tro weſt p fo: to ben a kyng 
Other wyth kynges to ben famylyer 
98 5 oldeſt p hold hyt foꝛ a noble thynge 
That may p make ſtrong c mighty here 


h noght 


Boecius ) 
Phia) ye ꝙ ſhe Wwhan that ther felycyte 
Shal alway ſtonden in hys welthes clere 
And euer a byde in perdurabylyte 

¶ But elder age of tyme that ys v went 


And alſo of thys tyme now p:eſent 

we le hyt pꝛeued euery day expꝛeſſe 

That kynges falleth kro ther welfulneſſe 
And vn to very myſchef ben y bzoght 

DW / clere & noble thynge that renoune ys 
To ſaue hyt ſeluen that ſuffyſeth not 


5 ) What elles  J ſhold J trow yt were 


Enſamples hath of gret vnſtabelneſſe | / 


Liber Tercius. 

C. Fo pk that realmes of ſuche regalte 
And gouernance of landes longe & wyde 
May make a man to haue felycyte 

What yf hym lacketh ought in any ſyde 65 
Than muſt hys welth ſom vhat lake & llyde 
And myſchet entre koꝛ vnſnffyſance _ 

And thogh hyt beſo as hyt may betyde 
That kynges haueth in ther gouernance 
oche folke at ther commandement 
pet chal we fynd many a nation | 
That ben to kynges not-obedyent 

Ne haldeth them at no reputation 
Than hereof enſueth thys concluſyon © 
wher fayleth myght that cauſeth blyſfulneſſe 
Ther ys no mene in thys dyuyſyon 
Unmyght ys there that cauſeth w2ecchedneſſe 
C Ther ys none erthly kynge thys dare J ſep 
That ys ſo myghty in hys gouernance 
But mo ther ben that wyl hym not obey 
Than be conſtrepned at hys oꝛdynance 

In thes hys power lacketh ſuffyſance 
And pk that both / hys power # vnmyght 
Shold ben counterpeyſed in balance 

Þys vnpower wold be the moze of wyght 

¶ Syth wꝛecchedneſſe cometh of vnpo wer 
As map not be wythſayd by no reſon ö 
And loo ther ys no kynge that leueth here 
But hys vnmyght hathe in pꝛopoꝛtion 
Is foꝛ to make a iuſte comparyſon 
wel moche mote than hys power (s 
Than wyl ther enſuen thys concluſſpon 
Loo that hys mote part ys wꝛecchedneſſe 


Liber Tercius. 

C A kynge ther was that had experyence 
Of grete perel ⁊ often was in dꝛede 

He made a man beſet in hys pꝛelencte 
And made a cwerde to hange a boue hys hed 
Faſtened by a lytel cotel thies 

That euery man myght wonderſtand 4 ſe 
Loo bꝛeke thys thiede than ys thys man but ded 
So ſtent a kynge al way in Juparde 

¶ what ys thys power p noght may remewe 
The bytter bytynge of thys beſpneſſe 

Ne the pꝛyckes may he not exchwe 

Ok al thys dꝛede al thys heuyneſſe 

Theſe kynges loo wold leue in ſykerneſſ e 
But certenly they can not come ther to 
And euer moꝛe they ſeke hyt as they geſſe 
And euer the ferre they ben a way ther fro 
¶ But they reioycen myghty to be holde 
And wylt thou tro w hym myghty koꝛ to be 
That may not woꝛken that he fayneſt wolde 
N21 fox to walken wyth a company 

Of myghty men that luſty ben to ſe 

And at hys byddynge al a realme arereth 
And vet hym ſellen ſtondeth in thys degre 
He dꝛedeth the ſame that he fereth 

¶ And toꝛ he wolde myghty ſeme æ ſtronge 
He mult put hym ſelfen in daunger 
As of the mayne wyche he ys amonge 
And ok hys lyffe he ſtandeth in a woher 
On wyth a bynge to be famplyer 
To what hytſhal a vayle J can not ſayn 
Syth often ys hyt ſhewed a monge ous here 
' (That kynges of ther mayne haue be ſlayn 


C And okten tymes ys thys y ſhewed expꝛelle 
Ok ſome that wyth kynges haueth be nyve 
That theſe kynges of ther cruelneſſe | 
Haueth them put at myſchef ſodenly 
Som tyme ſtyzed by malyce a enuy 
Ok voycked folke that worſe ben than kendes 
And kynges often ſtandeth Clyperly 
And pk they fallen falleth eke ther frendes | 
C Ffoꝛ loo Nero that curſed emperour 
Made Seneca hys awne deth deuyſe 
That was hys maſter & hys gouernour 
And Intoninus in the ſame Lyle 
Papywan that had hym don ſeruyſe 
And a ful myghty man had longe ben 
He made hys knyghtes ful of cowardyſe 
That wyth ther werdes al they chuld hym ſlapn 
¶ And both ij. yet wold they haue ben glas 
To haue foꝛlete ther po wer vtterly ll, 
And Seneca loo al the good he had 
He wold haue geuen hyt Nero Wyllyngly 
And ben exyled euer perpetuelly | 
Foꝛlakynge al hys occupation 
And ſo haue lyued ſolytaryly ' _ 
And led hys lyffe in contemplation 
C But he that menteth downward fox to go 
Hys avone wight wyl dꝛaw hym doune in haſt 
And ther koꝛe nether ok them both to 
Ne myght hys purpoſe hauen at laſt 
Thys power than that euery man ſo faſt 
Deſyzeth thus / what ys hyt wold J ſe 
Syth he that hath hyt ys ther of a gaſt 
Ho ſo yl fozlete hyt may not ſyker be 


Liber Tercius ' '* - 


Loo at thy wyl thou mayſt hyt not fozgon 
And frendes Wyche p foztune doth the make 
And vertu not / what pꝛofyt may they don 
When luſty foꝛtune foꝛth ys fro the gon 
Than al her frendes wyth her goeth in kere 
A moꝛe perylous myſchet ys ther none 
Than ys thy foo wyththe famplyer 
etrũü v. Qui ſe volet: 
apitulũ x. Phia loquitur. 
¶ Ho lo deſy2eth myghty fo2 to ben 
And of hys foes to haue the vyctoꝛy 
Fyꝛſt hys coꝛage that ys ſo fers # kene 
He mult repꝛeſſen wel a myghteiy 
So that the koule luſt of lechery 
May haue no maner maſtery in hys mynde 
Foꝛ thogh thou be ſo hawte c ſo hye 
That men the dzedeth in the land of Inde 
C And eke the Ile that ferreſt ys of al 
Out in the welt that Tyle cleped ys 
Be to the ſuget as thy bound th:al 
yet yk thy foule derke belyneſſe 
Vyth ſote complayntes of thy wꝛecchedneſſe 
Thus in ther boundes haldeth the lo faſt 
That thou ne myght them voyden ne repꝛeſſe 
IJ ſay hyt ys no power that thou haſt 
P2oſa vi, Glona vero qᷓ; kallax. 

Capitulũ xi. Phia loquitur. 
Fey Ut hye renoune how ful of vanyte 
bow foule hyt ys ⁊ often deceyuable 
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Not cauſeles thus cryeth in a fable 


C And vhen thou woldeſt hyt wyllyngly foꝛſaze 


. 


, Liber Terclus., ' 
NOW / renoune Teyth he falſe d varyable 
To many a thouſand of thyn homagezs 
In no thynge elles art thou commendable 
But as a wynde that c welleth in ther yeres 
¶ Foꝛ many one by falſe opynyon 
Ok nyce folke haue had a hugy name 
But certenly a foule confuſyon 
Hyt ys /ſo falſly foꝛ to haue a fame 
Fo2 nedes retoꝛne to them moſte chame 
when p they ben comended w2ongfully 
And thogh they haue deſerued pet that ſame 
What chal a vyſe man furd:ed be ther by 
C That meteth not the meſure of hys mede 
By veyn rumo: of folkes audyence 
But putteth al the meret of hyꝛ dede 
In very vertu of ther conſcience 
And yk thou hald hyt fox an excellence 
Thy noble renoune foꝛ to ben extended 
Than wyl hyt enſwe euen of conſequence 
That thou were foule but yf p were comended 
C But as J ſayd a lytel here befoꝛn 
That nedes muſt be many a natton 
To wyche one mannes name may not be bozn 
The wyche as in thyn eſtymatyon 
A man of wo:ſhype ys & of renoune 
Loo than as foꝛ the moſt quantyte 
Ok al thys Iytel woꝛdly regyon 
He muſt nedes vnrenouned be 
J hald hyt not ful moche expedyent 
Ok comen people to be commendable 
That haueth no reſon in ther Jugemente 
Foz hyt ps kletynge & not perdurable 


Liber Tercius. | 
Mhey dyſco2d in dzyth + moyſture / foꝛ fyzeys dip ayer ps moſtey thys 
dyſcozdletteth them fox to medle / that cueryrhe kepeth hys kendlp place 
C[ dico the ayer + the vvater accozdeth in moyſture / + thep dyſcozdeth 
in hete + colde. foꝛ aper ys hote + vvater cold. vvyche dyſcoꝛde lettethe 
the to medle . vvaterx erthe actoꝛdeth in cold + dyſcozdeth in moyſture 
+ dzythe / fo: the erthe ys dzy # the vvater moyſtep Fpze +erthe accoz 
'deth in dꝛouthe ſo that the erthe map not dyſtopne fro hys place / ne the 
Fyte fro hys + they dyſco2d in cold + hete/ vvherfoze they map not medle 
but euerych kepeth hys kendly plate. Ilſo the elementes that of qua 


Iyteys ben contrary / he byndeth to gether by, intermene elementes acoz 
s vvyth bothe / as fp2e + vvater that ben very contra 


dynge in qualyte 
24 boun den to gedꝛes vvpth aper that ps intermene 


ty in qualyteys / 
atoꝛdyng vvyth kyze in hete's vvyth vvater in mopſture. Erthe and 


aper ben knet to gedzes by vvater that ys entermene accozdyng vvpth 
erthe in cold + vvyth aper in mopſture. 5 


¶ Fo: clere vnderſtandpng ok thys chapytre / hyt ys foz to knovv that 
he that ſhal helpe a nother / hyt nedeth that he be mpghty / vvyle / and 
bvel vvplled. Foz yk a thyng be aſkey of a man the vvpche he map not 
do ne can not / ne hys vvpl ſkylefully map not conſent / of very ryght he 
may denye hyt / fo: no ſuche thyng ought tobe aſked. - rfoze 
tyꝛſt he ſhevveth the ſuffyſance of god in myght / in aſmoche as he gouer 
neth al the vvozlde / not by grete labour as creaturs gouerneth / but by 
perdurable reſon . Fo ſyth he fyꝛſtiſet the vvoꝛld in gouernante the na⸗ 
tural pꝛogreſſion neuer varped / but haldeth hymſeſfalvvap in the kyꝛſte 
oꝛdpnante. Alſo in pꝛodutynge of creaturs he ſhevveth hys beneuo 
lence 2 good vvyl to al that ps conſonant to reſon. In that he chevveth 
that ys to ſay In that he maketh the elementes as ſede s mater bvherof 
ben engendꝛed al erthly thynges . Jud thus doth he not c6pelled of no 
fozepn cauſe as men ben compelled / but only of the habundance ofhys 
goodneſſe - vvpche ps x euer vvas perfetly in hymſelk / the vvyche good 
neſſe vvas ſo entenſpfly habundant that hyt muſt nedes of teſon be exts 
ded by cOmunyon: ¶ Flſo he ſhevveth the ſuffplance ofhys bvyſes 
dom + connynge / in as moche as al that ener vvas / ys /o ſhal be her 
after / hyt ys open to hym / in hys eternal exſampler 02 mitrour of hyg 
mynde that al thynges copzchendeth pzeſently at ones. Ind ſyth ſo 
vvpſely pꝛoduteth hyt in to hys beynge / not only in gens ral / but al pat 
tes in ſpecyal abſolutly vvpthout defaut oꝛ nede of any exterioꝛ tauſe. 
Ind in thys ys ſhevved the vvyledom ok god in almoch as he ys the for 
mal cauſe of al thynge as in exſampler. After that he hathe ſhevved 
the ſuffyſante of god in myght / goodneſſe / x vvyſedony / in gotternance 
of thes thynges in ſpecyal / he comendeth the ſame ſuffplante in general 
in treation + gouernance of ſom other thynges of mot deper concepte 
of invvard ſpeculatlon / i that he ſhevveth + reherleth the ſotel knytting 
of the (iff, elementes / as ys befote ſayd ¶ Furdermo1e alſo in cre 
ation ofthe mene ſpiret oftreble kend/ vvpche ſom phyloſophtes as pla 
to + hys koloers called anima mundi / the ſoule of werben Foz cauſe 
g «Jo 


Inter numeto 


that 45lato ſavve hys maſter Soctates poyſerſed # put to deth koz hys 
ſothe ſaynge / he vvold not dyſcouer hys lotel conceptes ne the pꝛeupꝛes 
ol nature to the rude people / but put ths vnder maner ok parables + pꝛe 
up vvoꝛdes vvyche myght enſtoꝛe hys vvyledõ vn to the tyme that men 
vvold be better vvylted koꝛ to hyze truth. The grekes at that tyme vvoz 
ſhypped the ſonne » called hym Ipollo / god of vvyſedo / fantalyng that 
he cauſed al other thynges tobe. Fro vvyche errour ſocrates dyſſented + 
fapd that the ſonne vvas a forme? creature / vvherkoze he vvas ſlapn as 
ys be foꝛe ſapd. Ind befoze hym Inaxagoꝛas vvas expled ko the lame 
cauſe. vvherfote q5lato lefre the cyte of Ithenes + choſe hys habytation 
in a cyte oz place named Fcadencia. Jn vvpche place vvas often tymes 
erthe quakes. Thys place he choſe be cauſe hys dyſcyples (hold euer leue 
in dꝛede of ther lyues / vvyche dꝛede ſhold refrayn foule paſſyons of kleſly 
tuſtes /+ ſo fox to a voyde the foule errour of Epicurenes that dyd put 
the ful felycyte of man iu flicſhly delyte. Plato then ſpekyng of the 
gouernance of the vvo1ld in hys boke named Thimeus / ſapth thus. 
C 60d of the fame + euer a hydynge mater, alſo of dyllerg mater and 
varpable / mzedled made the thyꝛde kende. Of the vvyche he toke fiel 
one parte. ſpth ii. (yth (if. 4 after ſiit. after viii. after ix. 4 after. xxvii. 
Of vyche he made the kende of thys ſpyzct 02 of thys ſoule. And the he 
fulfplied the interualles of thes nambzes vvythe mene pꝛopoꝛcions / as 
here after doth appere. | þ 

J. dupla ii. ſeſqzalfa iii ſeſmttia.itii. dupla vii ſelgpotaua ix. tripla xxvii 


¶ den thys renge thus dꝛaen a longe he dyupded in ii. partes ok the 
vvpche one ſhold contepne euen nomb2es # piopoꝛtions / and the other 
odde / fo that the begynnynge of eyther ſhold be J. Thenepther of 
thes nombꝛes he b10ght in to compace / # put thelaſſe Circle vvythyn 
the moꝛe. Ind the eprele of the lame nature that ys to ſap of odde pꝛo 
poꝛttons he tozned fro the ryght hand to the lyfte hand. Ind the other 
ofdyners nature that ps to ſap of cuen pp02tions/he toꝛned kro the lyft 
hand to the ryght hand / thys may be percex ued by thys fpgurefolopng 


vumũ mobile mouetur motu vn C Fozdermoze Philolophia 
toꝛmi ab oziente in octidentem. N her * relonable 
| as to (il. thynges aſked yꝛſt 
he aſked the knovvlege of ſoue 
teyn godd. He af:edalſo i thps 
knovvlege perſeuerance. Ind 
laſte he aſked to be cõfoꝛted by 
bys ſouerepnlyght . ¶ Fyiſte 
(he aſſigneth a reſon for thyg 
laſte petition / vvher ſhe lay he 
thou art clerneſſe / by vvpce at 
thynges ben beſhened 4 clered. 
Foz perſeuerante ſhe aſſygneth 
the ſecond reſon + ſaythe / thou 
art peſeable reſte to the meke. 
Than aſſpgneth ſhe the thyzde 
reſon d ſapth the to behald hy 
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Liber Tercius. 
ps the ende to vvythe man vvas made. Foz thou att begynnet of al 
thou beteſt 4 conteyneſt al / thou ledeſt ous by natural inclination. thou 
art the path of the vvay of loue by vvyche vve (hal tetoꝛne to the. thou 
art al the blyſſe oꝛ heuen / thou art the terme + ende ofal our vvozdly la⸗ 
bour / vve (eketh none other. 
¶ The vnderſtandyng of thys ſotel concepte ys thus. vvhere he ſapth 
thys ſaule ys medled of the ſame mater + dyuerſle / he vnderſtadeth that 
the ſaule of the vvozld vvas made of nature chaungeable + ok nature vn 
chaungeable. Nature vnchaungeable he calleth the lame / And chaunge | 
able he calleth dyuerſe. The cuen nombtes fot aſmoche as they map be 
dyupded in to euen / he calleth nature chaungeable: And the odde nom⸗ 
. that map not eueuly be dpupded / he calleth nature vnchaungeable. 

Furdermoꝛe fo2 to ſhevve that thys ſoule ps p2incpple ofdoblencle/ 
th it ys to ſay of vnytoꝛmyte that ys in the fyꝛſt meueable vvyche ps the 
ſterrcd fitmament that clerkes callen Primfimobile / Ind alſo of diffo3s 
mpte / that ps in the planetes. he layrh that god tutte thes nombes in 
ii. partes. ofthe vvyche one paꝛte cõtepned odde nombꝛes that longeth 
to vnifozmpte. Ind the other conteyned euen nombies that perteyneth 
to diffoꝛmpte / by cauſe of hys diuiſibilpte. Ind epther ofthes partes he 
toned intocompas in ligne of tirtuler meuvpnge But the part of odde 
nöbꝛes he to;ned fro the rygth hand to the lyfte hand in ligne of vntkoꝛ⸗ 
myte in meupnge. And the other ofeuen nombꝛes / hetozned fro the lift 
hand to the tys ht / in ſigne of diffoꝛmyte. Theryght hend of the vvo11d | 
ps the eſte / the iyft hand the vveſte / the hed ys the ſouthe/+ the fete ps 
the noꝛthe. The meuynge of vnifo:myte de put to meue ko eſte to vveſt 
fo? ſo meueth the ſterred ſphere, Che meuynge ok diffoympyte / he calleth 
the ſpetes of the vit. planetes / rvyche ys meued fro vveſte tothe eſte. 
Alſo hyt ps to conſidze that bothe thes nombꝛes of odde s cuen mes 
teth at one / that ps callid vnpte / in igne ofthe onched » the ſimplicite 
of god. at vvhom begynneth s endeth al creatures + vpon hoos able 
neſſe ys grounded cucry meuynge / vpon hoos vniformpyre / al diffozme 
e variable thi nges ben rpghted + reduced. ¶ Novv then to the pꝛo⸗ 
ceſſe+ tontep e of Boetius vvhere he ſapth thus, Thougod knetteſt the 
mene ſoule that ps the ſoule of the vvoꝛld of treble kend that meuythe al 
thynge. Be calleth the ſoule ofthe vvozld / the ſppzet that next vnder 
god entendethto the meuynge #gouernance ofthe vvo2ld/ vypthe 
7s mene be tuene the ſtobtlyte of godhcd #4 meveableneſſe ofcreaturs. 
Ok treble kynde. Foz fy1ſt he ys partcner ofthe kende ok angeles viche 
ben of vnikoꝛme kende / that ys to ſay of ſimple nature / pure-/ + vnme⸗ 
dled: vvpche Plato calleth the ſame : cuer a byrynge mater / that ys to 
ſeyn ofpert urable hende. Che ſetonde part ot hys kende / map be called 
the allyance to thes erthip thrnges. vvrche ben variable + topruptible # 
divers inthcr beynge. The chp3de part of bys kende / ys medlede of 
thes bothe / that ps hys allpante to the ſpheres of ſterres + of planetes 
bvyche ben in patte meneable + in parte vnmeucable. they be mcucable 
in ther kendly cours / vnmeueable in cõtinuste of ther cours +4 bepyr'g 
of the plate s 0zdze vvpche they vvere ſet in at ther fy: | creation. Bovv 
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Liber Tercius. | 
he meueth althynge the letter ſhevveth kurdermoze vvhere he ſaeth. Ne 
ſolupnge hyt in membꝛes conlonant / that ps to ſap / departynge hys la 
bour in to the meuynge of al the viii. ſpheres of ſterres + of planetes. 
Doos meupng tho they be diſcoꝛdant in ther cours / cotrarious x dpuets 
in effectes pet be they ſo conſonant to gedꝛes / that none letteth but ra 
ther righteth + dꝛeſleth euerpch other. Fox the viii. ſphere meuyng vveſt 
vvard raucſheth al the nether ſpheres + maketh them to meue the ſame 
vvay/ vvhere ther natural meupnge ys eſtevvarde. Alſo tho the effectes 
of the planetes ben dyuers pet ther kendly cours of meuynge ys luche 
that euerych tempereth other ſo that ther kalle no cofuſton in thys vvoz⸗ 
dly gouernante ¶ Alco thys meupnge he dyuydeth in to (i. ſpheres 
02 if, certles as ys afoze ſayd. by meuynge of vviche / ben gouerned the 
clemites vvpth al thertriſmittatios + alother thynges vnder the mone⸗ 
And he retoꝛneth vn to hym ſelf/ that ys to ſap to ther vvhere he be gan 
fot ther ys no perfet meupnge but in compare that alvvsp retoznethe in 
to hym ſelf / by vviche circuler meurnge 02 vvoꝛchynge he atteyneth by 
fimititude ofnaturalperfection to the depe mynde of dyupne intelligece 
vviche ys the laſte ende ofnatnre ſinpliciter. vvithout? other And after 
thys ctrculer menynge by forme of leke conuenience he toznethe heuen & 
doute/ dieſſynage th: cffectes of al thys meuynge after the ſouerepn exem 
pler of the hye purucance of god. Furdermoze Boectus comenditly 
the might the goodneſſe / + the vvyſedom of god /in makyng + gouer⸗ 
nyng ofcrthly thynges fſpecialiy in the diſpoſpng of manes ſoule vhee 
ge ſapth in the text thus Thou auaunceſt 02 reyſeſt ſoules + leſſe Iynes of ' 
treatures + by euenly ot leke tauſes makeſt them able to lpfte cartes: 
¶ ᷑ Uhen he hathe ſotelly treted ofthe ſoule ok the vvonlde than goethe 
de to the ſoule of man + ſapththat in maner lehe as god hathe made the 
foule of the vvozlde of iii. naturs / fo hathe he made the ſoule of man. 
Fon fyiſt he taketh a mater perdurable that ys to ſey a nature immoꝛtal 
ofthe kende af angeles 2 Jopneth hyt to a nature chaügeable x corrup? 
eible / that ys the ſenſualpte dꝛauen of thys corruptible f eſge. And ok 
thes it, reſulteth the thyrde / vvithe ps in parte dedlp be cauſe of he bo? 
dy x alſo be cauſe of hys vnſtableneſſe Ind in parte vndedly be cauſe 
ofthe perdurable nature ofintelligence / vhercofhe ps partener Thys 
ſoule ys dyupded in to ii. comvates of the vviche one ps of phurable na⸗ 
ture that ys reſon 3 meueth kendlyfro the right hand to the lykte Hand 
that ys to fap. he groundeth al hys vvoꝛkes vpon vertu n ſo putteth the 
in perfect exetution⸗ But th: other tiicle of ſenſualyte meneth in con 
trarp foꝛ he groundeth al hys vvorkes vpon the fleſhe / + ſo procedeth in 
to vitious luſtes. But the reſon muſt rauche the ſenſualpte vvith hym 
in to the vvay okvertu. 02 elles muſt they both? toꝛne in to mif-hefe 


Ind fo tho reſon be ſtired + diſtratt by errour x rebellyon of ſenſualyte / 


pet muſt he retoꝛne in to hym ſelf / beh3ldynge the excellence ok hus na- 


ture not reſtynge there pꝛoudly bvſrh Lucifer / but enſerthynge + ſekige 


dy thoahe x deuote prayer the deve intelligente that ys god. Ind there 
pehald in the mirrour ot eternal vvyſedom vvhat he ought to do. tepꝛet 
iynge vvithe the kyꝛe ok loue al vicious meuenges. Fo vhy thou god 


/ 
/ 


j us. 

Haſte made tHe ſoule able to hye tartes (that ps fo ſay) fo be refed in 
heuen , C Thou ſovveſt in heuen and inerthe, Fyzſtehema 
keth the ſoule + puttethe hpt in to ops erthlp body / there foz to encreſe 
in meret and verties . And ſpth vvhen they ben type / he takethe 
hem in to heuen: Ind hovve? Foz ſothe the vertues that hym ſelf 
hathe planted in the ſoule / he hym ſelf nozpſheth them vvythe ſyꝛy be 
mes of loue / And maketh them typen in to fulfrute / and ſo retozne vp 
toy pm fro vbhennes thep toke ther beynge. 


P2oſar. Quontam igitur. 
Capitulft rix. - Phia loquitur. 
Oꝛ as moche as thou haſt ſeyn in thys 
wyche ys imperfet good # to eſchwe 
The foꝛme of good alſo that perfet ys 
The wyche p ys to ſeken # to ſue 
Fro heuens koꝛthe our pꝛoceſſe to perſue 
Hyt ys to ſhewen as hyt ſemeth me 
The very good that perfet ys true 
what thynge hyt ys where hyt myght be 
¶ But kyꝛſt J hold yt nedeful to enquere 
pyk ſuche thynge may ben in any kende 
As we be forn dyftyned haue whyle ere 
Leſt ſo be that in vayn our wyttes wende 
And leſt we be decepued at the ende 
As by a falſe Jmagynation ; 
Of thynge that nought ys foꝛmed in our mynde 
And fo to leſe our occupation 
But ð we ſaue our purpoſe hole & ſound 
That perfet good ys no wyght may Wwythſayn 
(The wyche ys in maner the wel a ground 
Ok al good that ys / thou be certeyn 
Ther may no wyght replyen ther a geyn 
vt any thynge haue imperfection 
That ys be cauſe hyt ys not ful ne plepn 
Voyth perfect thynge as in comparyſon 71 
if; 


Liber Terci 


— 


ll. iber Tercius. 

'C Foꝛ why in any general of kende 
Where any thynge tmparfet ys / Cap J 
A perket thynge alſo there mayſt thou fynde 
Fot yk ther were no perket vtterly 
Syth lacke of perfet ys the cauſe why 
That any thynge imperket may be pꝛeued 
A perket thynge ther mult be ſykerly 
Fro wyche imperket thynges be dylcryned 
¶ Foꝛ why of thynges ſcars dympnute 
Nature toke not her fyzſt pꝛoduction 
But al hole complete # abſolute 
Fro al defaute ⁊ al coꝛruption 
And lo fro thens made pꝛogreſſpon 
Un to thes lower thynges that we (ey 
That leſſe hauethe of perfection 
And as hyt were al voyd # empty ben 

¶ And yf ſo be / as I haue che wed er thys 
Ther ys an imperket felycyte 
Ol frayel & feble good / ful ſothe hyt ys 
Another good * perket mull ther be 
Boecius) Ful ſothe ys thys q J as ſemeth me 
Concluded alſo ful x kermly Wi... 

Pola) But now ſhe ſayd p muſt behald ſe 

wher that thys good ys founden fynally 
The comen conceyte loo of mannes mynde 
By reſon ys vn to thys poynt v buought 
That god / that pꝛynce & auctoꝛ ys of kende 
Hym ſelf ys good / in thys they fayleth noght 
Syth that ther may no better . be thoght 
Than god hym ſelf / thys wote wel euery wyght .. 
That god ps good c woꝛthy to be foght | 
Thys doutethe none that reſon ſeyth a ryght 


P hia) J pray the @ ſhe vnderſtand me wele 


Liber Tercius. 

C yet reſort wyl inducen kurdermoze 
By very koꝛs that in god perketly 
Is very good / in no wyght may be moe 
He were not elles called ryghteullp 6 
(The pꝛynce of thynges / J Chal the tellen why | 
Fo: elles one were Wo2thyer than he 
That perfet good poſſeſſed pꝛyncypally 
(That rather muſt c alſo elder be 

C Fot euery thynge that fully ys perfet 
Than any thynge imperket rather ys 
Now leſt our pꝛoceſſe paſſe in infynyt 
we be compelled fo2 to graunten thys 
That ſouereyn god of perfet good y Wys | 
Loo ys fulfylled / than luethe here vpon —  / 
Syth perfet good ys very blyſfulneſſe 

In god ys perfet blyſfulneſſe a lone 
Boectus ) Ful wel @ J thys J pceyue # fele 
Ther may no wyght replyen here a geyn 


How fermly ys pꝛeued that we ſayn 
Loo | that of perfet good & ſouereyn 
God ys fulfylled by my concluſyon 
Boecius) In ſothe ꝙ J thys wold J heren fayn 
How ye hyt pꝛeue by demonſtration 
Phia) That ſelf iÞ ſhe that ys the pꝛynce of al 
And ful of ſouereyn good how ſemeth the 

(That fro wythouten thys good ys falle 
Oꝛ ys hyt in hem by kendly pꝛoperte 

And thynkeſt that ij. thynges muſt they be 

God / the hauer / c hys blyſfulneſſe 
And in ther ſubſtance haue dynerſyte 


{Thys wolt thou not ſuppoſen as J 90 
iutf; 


1 Liber Tercius. 

¶ And yk he haue recepued ok wythoute 

Thys blyſfulneſſe / then ſuethe ſykerly 

The gener of that thynge / ys no doute 

D:ecelleth the receyuer certenlp ß 

But thys we mult confeſſen vtterly 

A bowe al thynges god ys excellent 

And yk thys good in god be kendly 

Jn ſubſtance ⁊ in reſon dyfferent 

1 The p2ynce of thynges wyche ð we reherſe 
et le deuyle oꝛ fayn hyt ho ſo may 

Ho hath contoyned thes ij. dyuerſe 

He may no kuꝛder by no maner way 

But at laſt thys dare J ſothly ſay 

A thynge that dyuers fro a nother ys 

Dyt may not be the ſame hyt ys no nay 

Fro wyche hyt ys dyuerſed do v wys 

¶ wherkoꝛe that thynge that hathe dyuerſpte 

Fro ſouereyn good / tn reſon of nature 

The ſame ſouereyn good hyt may not be 

And god koꝛbede that any creature 

As in hys woyt chold paſſen Co meſure 

Ok god oure ſouerepn fox to deme ſo 

That kepeth al # hathe ous in hys cute 

So perfket æ ſo good ther beth no mo 

C Loo thys J trowe percepueth euery man 

That the kend of no thynge vtterly 

May better ben than he that Hyt be gan 

Than may I thus concluden fynally 

That he that ys begynner verely 

Ok al thynge that ys / J ſay that he 

In fubſtance ⁊ in kende pꝛoperly 

Thys louereyn good he muſte nedes be 


, 


; Liber Tercius. 
Boecius) Thys ys ꝙ J concluded wel a clere 
Phia) Indcſouereyn good ſhe ys blyſfulneſſe 
Boectus ) Kyght ſo  J thys graũted J whyle er 
PHta) Lo than ſhe hyt ſuethe here expzeſſe _ 
That god hymſelf ys ſouereyn blyſfulneſſe 
Loo where hyt ys that thou ſo long haſt ſoght 
Boecius ) Thys mult J @ J graũten & confeſſe 
your reſons haue me to that poynt y bzoght 
C Phia ) That thys ip che be pꝛeued fermlp 
Behald & here what J chal furder ſayn 
ij. thynges that ben dyuers pꝛoperly 
They may not be 1j. goodes ſouereyn 
Foz yt ther be dylcoꝛd be twene them tweyn 
They may not ben the ſelf # the ſame 
Euerych that other ys / thou be certeyn 
Tho that they bothe be called on by name 
¶ yf they be ſouereyn goodes bothe ij. 
Deuyſe yt in hys conceyte ho ſo may 
yk that thys one good be that other fro 
mperket ben they bothe hyt ys no nay 
yth nether ben wythouten other may 
But thynge that lacketh of perfection 
That hyt be ſouereyn good thou wolt not ſay 
40 wold includen contradiction 

Then map they not be ij. thus ne dyuerſe 
Thys ſouereyn good as ſueth here expꝛeſſe 
But blyſfulneſſe # god that we reherſe 
. (Thys ſonereyn good in al wyle hyt ys 
That ſame thynge that than ys blyſfulneſſe 
That ſame thynge ys ſouereyn deyte 
Boecius) No thynge ꝙ J may truer be J geſſe 
Ne woꝛthper of god concluded be 1 


| Liber Tercius. 

PHia) Than ryght ꝙ ſhe as geometres al 
when they haue ſhewed ther p2opoſitions 
They bꝛyngeth in Poꝛilmus / ö they calle 
That ben conceytes oꝛ concluſpons 
And as in maner declarations 
Df fozeſayd thynge / ryght ſo Chal J the fede 
As ſuynge on my demonſtrations 
Thys coꝛrelary J geue the to thy mede 

¶ Syth that by getynge of thys blyſfulneſſe 
Men ben blyſful made / c wolt thou ſe 
Blyſkulueſſe the ſouereyn godhed ys 
And eke the getynge of that deyte 
Maketh blyſful / as hyt ys ſhewed to the 
But ryght as wyſedom maketh men be wyſe 
And ryghtuoſneſſe ryghtuous fot to be 
FJ may conclude # Cuyngly deuyſe 
C. That by wynnynge of dyuynyte 
Men ben maked goddes ſykerly 
Loo than ys euery blyſful man parde 
I god / thys ſuethe alſo foꝛmally 
Thogh that ther be but one god kendly 
Jn ſothe yet by participation It 
Ryght wel ther may be many / not foꝛ thy 
As in the aſtate of ful perfectyon 
C Boecius) Thys ys @ J ful fapꝛe # pzecyous 
whether hyt pozyſme oꝛ coꝛrolary ys 
BHta) Pyt ys ſhe moe fay2e c gloʒyous 
That reſon wyl annecten vn to thys 1 
Boe?) J aſked what pHia)@ ſhe ſyth blyſfulneſſe 
So moche thynge doth in hyt ſelf conteyne 
As honour / pouer /luſt fame / c rycheſſe | 
whether al they ben as membꝛes Voyl p ſayn 


Liber Tercius. 

C wyche as of partes dyuers in maner 
Thys blyſculneTe compoundeth in thys wyſle 
In to a perfct body as hyt were 
Other thou troueſt that ſom one thynge of thes 
The ſame blyſfulneſſe doth a compleſſe 
Fn to one perfet thynge ſubſtancyal 
To whom thes other as J do deuyſe 
Keferred ben as to ther pzyncypal 
C Boeciꝰ) I wold haue thys ꝙ J declared fayn 
9900 Daue we not ſeyd ꝙ ſhe » blyſfulneſſe 

s good (Boe? ) yes ſeyd J / hye # ſotereyn 
Phia) Adde we ꝙ ſhe p remanent vn to thys 
That touereyn good before reherſed ys 
Loo ſouereyn myght x ſouereyn ſuffyſance | 
Luſt / fame / honour / one thynge they ben y wys 
wyth blylkulneſſe wythouten varyance 
C Thys ys that J wold aſken er of the 
Thys ſuffyſance / honour / delyte / renoune 
whether they be membres of felycyte 
As dyuers partes doth one thynge compoune 
O21 thou haſt thys conſyderation 
That al thes wyche that we reherſed. han 
To ſouereyn good ſhold haue relation 
As to ther hed / thys ſay me yk thou can 
Boecius) In ſothe ꝙ J now vnderſtand J wele 
What ye pnrpoſeth to enſerchen here 
But I deſpꝛe to here of yow ⁊ fele 
Thys queſtyon that ye wold make yt clere 
PHta) I ſhal i ſhe ⁊ ſayd in thys maner 
pk al thes thynges wyche that we reherce 
Ok blyſfulneſſre in maner membꝛes were 
Than muſt thes membꝛes nedes be dyuers 


Liber Tercius. 
C Fot loo of partes thys the nature ys 

That they dyners one body certenly 

Shal make / but hyt ys chewed er thys | 
That al thes ben one thynge Boecius) ye © J 
PHta ) They ben @ ſhe no membꝛes ſykerly 
Syth they ben one / oꝛ elles wold hyt ſue 
That blyſfulneſſe were made ful wonderly 
Oka membxe that nature wold erch wwe 
Boe?) Thys ys ꝙ J ful ſothe J doute yt noght 
But now ful fayn the remanent wold J fe | 
PHia ) Than al thes thynges @ ſhe muſt be bzoght 
And to thys good as chef referred be 
And koꝛ thys good ful ſothe hyt ys pazde 
Men deſy2en after ſuffyſance 

To haue pouer oꝛ ſtand in hye degre 

Foꝛ hyt ys good theymaketh purueyance 
¶ The ſame J may deuyſen ſuyngly 

Ok reuerence / renoune / c luſtyneſſe 
They deme hyt good that ys the cauſe why 
That they requyze hyt wyth ther beſyneſſe 
Than ys thys good the very cauſe y vwyſle 
And ſomme of al Þ ought to be required 
Fo2 thynge that no good hathe in lekelpneſſe 
Ne none in ſothe / hyt may not be delyꝛed 

C Ind there a geyn loo in contrary wyle 

A thynge that ys not good in no maner 

yet yt hyt ſemeth good as they deuyſe 
RKyght as they very ryght goodes were 
Men wylleth them / than wyl hyt ſuen here 
That bounte ys the ground & cauſe of al 

why thynges ought to be leue i dere 
That any man of ryght delpꝛen [hal 


Liber Tercius. 
¶ And otter thys hyt ſemeth kurdermoꝛe 
That euery thynge that ys the cauſe why 
Loo that a nother ys deſp2ed foꝛe 
That cauſe ys eke deſy2ed pꝛyncypally 
Ryght as be cauſe of hele fynally 
A man de:p2eth for to ryde x play 
Hys hele he doth deſyren ſekerly 


As wel as fo2 to ryde hyt ys no nay 


C Syth al thys thynge p thus deſy2ed ys 


The cauſe of al ys pzyncypal / bounte 


Thys bounte ys deſy2ed than y wys 


As moche as that thynge in hys degre 
But we haue graunted that felycyte 
ys caule thes thynges euerychone 
Deſy2ed ben / then ſueth hyt parde 
That blyſfulneſſe deſy2ed ys a lone 

¶ Ol thys hyt ſemeth #hyt ſuethe loo 

| (That then thys good & very blyſfulneſſe 


Jn ſubſtance ben one thynge a no mo 


And verely the ſame thynge evp2eſſe 

{ Boecius ) J can not ſay ꝙ J in ſothfaſtneſſe 
How any wyght your wotdes may blame 
Phia) But god ꝙ ſhe t very blyſfulneſſe 
As we haue chewed ben one thyng & p ſame 
{| Boectus ) Kyght as ye ſayn ꝙ J hyt ys ful clere 
Phia) Than may J ꝙ che wel x ſykerly 
The lentence ⁊ the ſomme of thys mater 
| Loo thus concluden ful c fynally 


That the ſubſtance loo of god on hy 


Js ſet x founded in none other place 


But in the ſame good eternally 


To fynd hyt there god ſend the grace 


_ | Liber Tercius. 144 
Metrũ x. Muc oẽs pariter venite, 
Capitulũ rr. Phia loquitur., 
F@OWe cometh al ye that ben y bꝛought 
In boundes ful of bytter beſpneſſe 
Ot erthly luſt a bydynge in your thought 
Here ys the reſt of al your beſyneſſe 
Here ys p pot of pees à reſtfulneſſe 
To them that ſtandeth in ſtoꝛmes ok deleſe 
Only refuge to wꝛecches in dyſtreſſe 
And al comkoꝛt of myſchef # myſeſe 
¶ Foꝛ al that euer Tagus doth yow bede 
wyth hys golden grauel ſtones bzyght 
Other Erinus wythe hys ſtrondes rede 
May genen yowW foꝛ to pleſe your ſyght 
Other the ryuer wyche that Indus hyght 
That ys ful nye the hote regyon 
wyche the grene ſtones wyth hys myght 


wyth Whyte perelles toꝛneth vp ſo doune 


¶ Tagusys a ryner of Spayn / ful of golden greynes. 

¶ Erinus ys a tyuer in Ilya the leſſe / al ful ot greynes of gold, 
Indus ys a rpucr of India / that tennethe in to the red lee / ful of per⸗ 
-. xp and moche piecyouſty- | P 


C They chyneth wonder clere vn to your ye 
But your inſyght in ſothe they maketh blynd 
And wythe ther derke cloudes · peryloully 
Wyth vanyte your hertes doth they bynd 
Foꝛ how that euer they plelith to youre mynd 
As p2eyſed woꝛthe ful many a thouſand pound 
yet ben they ful vnwoꝛthy in ther kend 

As noꝛeſhed in the caues of the ground 

¶ But the ſhynynge of that ſoucreyn lyght 
By Vyche the hye heuen gouerned ys 


Liber Tercitts:; 
Chaceth a Way the foule derke nyght 
That hathe your ſoules dꝛawen al a myſſe 
Thys ſouereyn lyght yl y may ſeyn y wyſſe 
Behald hyt wel kepe hyt yt thou conne 
And thou ſhalt ſe that in regard of thys 
Ther be no bꝛyght bemes in the ſonne 

P2oſa ry. Aſſencioꝛ inquam. 

Eapitulum xxi. Boecius loquitu 
O thys ꝙ TJ IJ muſt nedes aſſeny 
vour woꝛdes haueth me knet ſo kermly 
By reion-of your ſubtel argument 
5, 291A) what yt 5 knew ꝙ ſhe verely 
Thys good / what woldeſt y than ſet ther by - 
yk thou myght knowen clerely what hyt were 
Boect? ) J wold hyt pꝛele at infynyte @ J 
yl I myght knowen god in that maner 
PHta / J ſhal ꝙ ſhe as very reſonable 
Shewe the that apertly er thou go 
So that thes thynges ſtand ferme # ſtable 
That we be fo2e thys haue conſented to 115 
Boecius They mult ꝙ J we may not go ther fro 
2 5 aue J not chewed the plenerly @ che 
That al thes thynges that ben deſy2ed ſo 
Ok felle folke ben ful of vanyte 
¶ Ind ſyth they ben dyuers hyt ys no nay 
They he no very goodes perketly 
Fo2 when that one fro other ys a way 
No ful ne very goodes vtterly 
To no woyght may they bzynge certenly 
But When they ben aſſembled in to one 
In wozkynge & in koꝛme verely 


. 
* 
% 
* 
= . 


Than ys hyt good & elles ys hyt none 


Liber Tercius. | 
C So that thys power & thys ſuffyſance | 
Gladſomneſle / honour / nobelte 
Be ryght the ſame & one thynge in ſubſtance 
And yf they lacketh of thys vnyte 
Ther ys not why they ſhold deſyzed be 
Ne loued / yk ye do loke wel a bowte | 
Boecius) whyle er ꝙ J thus haue ye ſhewed pde 
Ful true hyt ys hyt may not ben in dowte| 
C Syth ſo hyt ys that good be they nought 
When dyuerſyte ys founden them betwene 
And when that they to onehed ben y bzought 
Than be they good as euery man may ſeyne 
what ys that maketh them good fo2 to bene 
But the getynge of thys vnyte N 
Boecius Ryght ſo hyt ys ꝙ J right as ye mene 
Phia) But euery thynge p good ys then ꝙ ſhe 
¶ why ys hyt good / wylt p not graunten thys 
That fo hyt hathe partycypatyon 1 
Loo of thys foꝛeſayd good (Boeciꝰ) J ſeyd eys 
Phia) Than muſt p ſhe by the lame reſon 
Graunte alſo thys concluſyon | 
That good t one ben one thynge verely 
Foꝛ thynges lekely of condytyon 4 
Mot dyuers in effectes kendly 
¶ In ſubſtance ben they one thynge # no mo 
Boecius) Fro thys qꝙ J y may not go a ſyde 
Phia) And kno weſt p not that euery thynge alſo 
That ys ꝙ ſhe / to longe ſhal a byde 
whyle hyt ys one / dc yf hyt ſo betyde 
That thys thynge koꝛleteth to be one 
Is hyt not then dyſſolued a deſtroyed 
Boect? ) And how Phia) J ſhal the tel anone 


&=2— 


* (Thys kno weſt þ wel a beſt men calleth hyt 


llͤ.iber Tercius. 

¶ Thou ſeyſt thy ſelf that in a bell ip che 
whyle ſoule & body ben to geder knet 
And ſo abydeth in ther vnyte 


But when thys onehed ys dyuyded 
As by ther bothes ſeparatton 

That no beſt hyt vs / hyt ys perceyued 
But careyn toꝛnynge to coꝛruption 
¶ And eke alſo the body of a wyght 

whyle that the membꝛes ſtandeth kendly 

On / in that koꝛme p nature hath them dyght 
He ys a man thys kno weſt thou verely 
But yf they ben departed ſykerly 

So that thys vnyte be don a way 

That ſame thynge hyt ys not vtterly 

Ne no mannes body p ſothe to ſay 

¶ And in the ſame wyſe hyt ſtent y wys 

Of euery thynge to thynken in thy thoght 

The whyle hyt ſtandeth one / that whyle hyt ys 
And when hyt fayleth one then ys hyt noght 
Foꝛ hyt ys to coꝛruption v bꝛoght 

Boecius) In ſothe q J can not other fynde 
Of euery creature that may be ſoght 
Thys muſt be lothe by very cours of kende 
Phia) But wylt p trow that any thynge i ſhe: 
Math thys of natural intention 
As to fozleten vtterly to be 
And luſt to toꝛne in to coꝛruption 
Boecius) To haue i J conſyderation 
To beſtes wyche that haueth of nature 
Bothe wyl t nel by fre election 

I wyl not trow hyt of no creature 


K IJ. 


Liber Tercius. | 
C That but they be conſtrayned of wythoute 
Ther bendly beynge wyl they not fozgon 
Ne wyllyngly be ded hyt ys no doute 
Therkoꝛe hyt ys that beſtes euerychone 

Loo al ther labour ſetteth here vpon 

Them Celfen foꝛ to ſau? & kepe in hele 

And Wyllyngly to deth ther wylleth none 

J note ho ys / wyth deth that luſt to dele 
But neuertheles as pet J am in doute 

Of trees x eke of herbes c of graſſe 

Ind ſtone that vtterly ys lyue wythoute 
Phia) Ther ys nought why to douten in thys caſe 
Syth thou mayſt ſe ꝙ ſhe be fo2e thy kace 
And euery day thou haſt experyence 

That trees # herbes weryth in that place 

As to ther kend ys molt contenypence | _ 
¶ So that afmoche as ther nature (uffyſeth 
They ſufereth not to ſchoꝛchen ne to dye 
For ſom vt them in kayꝛe feldes ryſeth ̃ 
And ſom weryth in the hylles hye 

And ſome doth in marreys multyply 

And ſom to the hard roches clyngeth 

And ſom ther be that in the ſandes dꝛy 

That bareyn ben ful plenteouſly ſpꝛyngeth 

¶ Ind yf a wyght 5 noght ther kendes knoweth 
Wold elles where them plante they dye as kaſte 
Foꝛ nature geueth to euerych that hym oweth 
And laboꝛeth v as long as they may leſte 
That they be not deſtroyed ne doune y caſte 
Now # what ſayſt thou of ther cheuylance 
As thogh ther mouthes were in erthe y thzaſte 
So by the rote they dꝛaw ther ſuſtenance = 


Liber Tercius. | 
C And fo the kendly moyſture after thys 
In to the ſtocke # rynde hyt lendeth wyde 
And yet thys moyſture that moſt tendꝛe ys 
wythynfozth al way hyt doth a byde 
A geyn the wedꝛes hard / hyt ſelf to hyde 
wythouten hath hyt ſadneſſe of the tre 
wythouten that the barke on enery ſyde 
That may defence a geynſt the wedꝛes be 
Here mayſt wel behald a taken hyde 
Loo how nature entendeth beſely 
Euery thynge to noꝛy hen by hys ſede 
That pere by yere doth creſſe a myltyply 
Not only foꝛ a tyme ſpkerly 
But they ben ſotel gynnes as hyt were 
That hyt may ſtonden perdurabelly 
By generation in that manere 
¶ Andthynges that wythoute ſoules ben alſo 
Doth they not euerych beſcly entende 
To that hys nature aperteyneth to 
hy elles doth a flamme of fyꝛe aſcende 
Oꝛ why doth heny erthe fo deſcende 
But fo2 that euerych hathe conuenyence 
To certen place to wyche as to ther ende 
They meueth / co they haue no reſyſtence 
C Fo enery thynge entendeth ſykerlp 
As ferfo2the as hyt may haue ſuffyſance 
Tho thynges to conſeruen beſely 
wyth wyche hyt hathe in kend hys accoꝛdance 
Ryght euen as thynge that of contrarpance 
Al that they may coꝛrupteth # deſtroyeth 
Ryght ſo haue they ther kendly gouernance 
Foz to exchwe al thynge that them * 
ij. 


Liber Tercius. 
C And ſtones that ſo hard a ſtrong ben 
Hob they wythſtandeth ther partytion 
And clyngeth faſt as euery man may ſeyn 
To ſaue the partes fro corruption 
And thynges that ſo floeth vp c do bone 
Ayer water parteth eſely 
By vyolence / fro wyche dyuyſyon 
To onehed they retoꝛneth kendly 
¶ But fyꝛe al ſuche dyuyſyon refuſeth 
Ok wylful meuynge of the ſoule J lete 
To ſpeke as now / in that he reſon vleth 
But of the natural entent J trete 
That when ye do receyuen ſo pour mete 
ye l woloeth haueth theron no thoght 
And in your ſlepe when al thynge ys foꝛgete 
ye dꝛaueth bꝛethe # yet ye knowe hyt noghs 
C. Mot only of the ſoules wylfulneſCe 
Thes beſtes loueth to leue & endure 
But p2zyncypally dependeth hyt expzeſſe 
Ok the hye pꝛyncyples of nature [1 
Fo ofte hyt falleth that a creature 
Yys one deth wyl taken wyllyngly 
wher nedeful-cauſes ben perauenture * 
The wyche that nature aboꝛreth kendly 
¶ ve leeth alſo that in contrary wyſe 
The wyl of man wythſtandeth r refrayneth 
The luſt of very kendly couetyce 
By wyche al only nature hath oꝛdeyned 
That dedly kend to kepe & be ſulteyned 
The wyche ys klelly generation 1 
So that thys loue ys not only conteyned 
Pꝛyncypally in your beſtly motion 


Liber Tercius. 
¶ But alto of intention natural 
Foz why the ſouereyn goddes purueance 
Hathe geuen thys as cauſe effectual 
To thynges that ben of hys oꝛdynance 
That by a very kendly gouernance 
They ſhal deſy2en alway foꝛ to be 
As long as nature hath that ſuffyſance 
To kepe ſhe partes in ther vnyte 
C Ther ys noght why thou ſholdeſt dout in thys 
But that al thyng coueyteth kendly 
To kepe hyt ſelf in ferme ſtableneſſe 
And to be coꝛrupt they lothen vtter x 
Boe? ) Loo now muſt J conkeſſe thys q; 1 
Foꝛ thynges that in doute were befoze | 
Now J behold them wel & certenly 
Phia) And thyng that ſo delyꝛeth euermoze 
C Foz to ſtand in ferme ſtableneſſe 
That ſelf thyng deſy2ecth fo2 to be 
And yk thys one be voyded ſothe hyt ys 
Then ys hpt not / thou iuayſt thy ſelfen ſee 
Boeciꝰ) Ful ſoth @ J PHta) then al thyng q ſhe 
Delyzeth one Boecius) q; J graunt yt wel 
Phia) But one æ good as thou haſt graunted me 
4 o ben the ſame & dyuers nere a dele | 
Boe?) Ryght ſo @ IJ phia) the al thyng requireth 
' #Thys one q the 8 thus may be deſcryued 
Good ys that thyng that al thyng deſyreth 
Boecius) No thyng ꝙ Imap ſother be tontryued 
Al thyng to noght muſt elles be deryued 
As klowyng euer wythouten gouernour 
As deſtitute & of ther hed depꝛyueed 
Than were our ende but mylchek & doll ur, 


Liber Tetctus. 
C And yk ther may be founden ther a gen 
One thyng to whom al other ben entended 
Ok al good thys muſt be ſouereyn 
As he that al hath in hym compꝛehended | 
Phia) Thys conceyte qꝙ ſhe may not ben amfded 
My noꝛp dere now am J glad y wys 
The poynt now of thy thoght p haſt extended 
Kyght in p myddes of very ſothfaſtneſſe 
¶ And loo tn thys ys ſhewed the plenerly 
The thyng wyche whyler thou toldeſt me 
Thau knew yt not Boectus ) # what ys that q Y 
- Phra) what ys the ende of thyngesſayd ſhe 
Thys ſame thyng loo muſk hyt nedes be 
That euery thyng of kend delyꝛen ſhal 
And ſyth that thys ys good hyt ſemeth me 
That ſouereyn good muſt be the ende of al 
| Petri J. Quilquis pꝛokunda. 
Capitulũ rxij. Phia loquitur. 
IA ſo wyl enſerche ſothfaſtneſſe a ryght 


And wyl not be deceyued neuer a dele 
The pure clereneſſe ofhys in ward ſyght 
 wwythyn hem ſelf he muſt reuoluen wele 

And al hys thoghtes trenden as a whele 


And leue thys erthly occupation 
And teche hys ſoule to vnderſtand d kele 


By dome of good delyberatton 
¶ That al that euer he ſeketh here wythoute 
Trauelyng thes truthes for to know 

Hydde hyt was al cloſe hyt ys no doute 
Ryght as treſour wythyn hemſelf beſto w 
Tho thynges than that erſt were ouerblo lw 


_ Wvythe the cloudes of errour c ignozance 


Liber Tercius. 

Hyt ſhal to the be clerer as J trow 
Than ys the ſonne moꝛe to thy pleſance 
C Foz why the body that hathe p ſoule oppꝛeſſed 
As wythe the wyght of hys coꝛruption 
Hathe not al deſpoyled ne dyſtreſſed 

The lyght of vnderſtandyng # of reſon 
{Ther cleueth pet a noble poꝛtion 
wythyn thy ſoule ryght as an abylyte 
The ſede of truthe in ful poſſeſſyon 
The wyche by techyng muſt enfoꝛced be 
C How myght ve elles Jugen foꝛmally 
Other aunc were to demaundes that ye hyꝛe 
But yk your hert conteyned verely 
A lyfly nozyſhyng as hyt were 
And thyng that Plato ſayd in thys manere 
pf hyt be ſothe as do hys bokes trete 
No thyng elles do ye when ye lere 
But as recoꝛd a thyng that was foꝛzgete 
¶ Ko thynge elles do ye vvben pe lere t. In harpe vvel x fuſtly 
tuned by true accozdes of muſyke/ al be hyt in that no vvyght toche hye 
ne ſet hand ther to / yet contepneth that harpe vvythyn hem al ſonges 2 
al tuues poſſpble to be ſonge oi toched vpon the ſame harpe. Oꝛ elles 
mpghe.not the harper fpnde ther on that vvas not ther be forte Mpghe 
ſo in mannes ſoule ps contepned al conpuge / that of on erthiy creature 
-poſſyble ys be knovven . But hyt ys llylled # in maner forgete / other 


101e pꝛoperly fot to ſpekè / foztete/ vvyche connynge by lobour of reſo 
+ cretcyſe of lernynge ys founde out Sp lptel s Iptel. ryght as a man that 


lerneth to harpe ſcketh out hys tunes. 
P2oſa xi. CTũ ego platoni. 
Capitulũ xxiij. Boecius loquitur. 


a. Plato ſeyd J / muſt J nede conſent 


[ 


Foꝛ twyes now ye haue remembꝛed me 
Ok thyng p kyꝛſt was fro my mynd y went 


As by my bodely contagyouſte 


K iiij. 


Liber Tercius. 

And ſyth J ſtode efteſone in thys degre 
Ok heupneſſe / J had hyt eke foꝛloꝛn 
Phia) yf thou ſhe ſayd wylt behald & ſee 
To thynges of the graunted here be fozn 
C Thou ſhalt recoꝛd alſo to thy ſcience 
Thynges wyche p ſayd whyler kn we hyt noght 
Boe? ) ⁊ What ꝙ J Phia) by wych gouernmeces 
Thys would i ſhe ys in thys rule y bꝛoght 
Boecius) J am ꝙ J remembꝛed in my thoght 
Ok myn vnconnyng that J was beknowe 
And tho J haue as now perceyued ought 

oꝛe plenerly yet wold J lern of yow 

Phia) whyle er ꝙ che thou do wted noft at al 
Loo that thys woꝛld by god gouerned vs 
Boecius) Ne now ꝙ J ne neuer hereafter (hal 
As in that mater ben in doute y wys 
And what reſon induceth me to thys 
Bꝛeuely Þ ſhal yow ſhew / as ſemeth me 
Now loke-your ſelf yf J perceyue a mylle 
Thys Would ꝙ J ſtondyng in thys degre 
¶ Of partes dyuers à contrarvous 
As euery wyght may vnderſtand t kele 
In ſuche a foꝛme myght neuer accoꝛden thys 
But yk that one contoyned euery dele 
That ſo dyuers ben / thys wote J wel 
Ne ſo comoyned myght they not endure 
But yk one keper were perpetuel 
The lame dyuerſyte of ther nature 
¶ So dyſcozdant ſhold apeyꝛ # ſhende 
And al dyſtoyne as ſemeth in my thoght 
But yk ther were one gouernour of kende 
To kepe al thys that ys to gedꝛes bzoght 


Liber Tercius. 
Ne ſuche a certen oꝛdꝛe myght not 
Ok nature / ſo pꝛocede tn oꝛdynance 
To meuen ſo / but he that al hathe wꝛoght 
Shold haue hyt holly in hys gouernance 
¶ Ther meuyng ys ſo fapꝛe # oꝛdynat 
In tymes / ſtedes / ſpace / ⁊ qualpte 
And ſuche effectes cauſeth eke algate 
That wonderful hyt ys / euery wyght to ſe 
Than ys ther one that thys dyuerſyte 
Hem ſelken ſtable that ſo dyſpoſeth al 
And ho ſo dothe al thys I ſay that he 
Is god | thys vſed name J wyl hem cal 
hia) Spth thou ꝙ ſhe mayſt thys behald « fele 
J trow J (hal wyth lytel beſyneſſe is 
Ful hole # ſound the make to ſe ful wele 
Thyn owne contrey ful of blyſfulneſſe 
But that we haue purpoſed here er thys 
Let ous behald / haue we not long a go 
Seyd that ſuffyſance ys in blyſfulneſſe 
And that god ys blyſfulneſſe alſo 
Boe? ) Ryght ſo ꝙ J phia) a 8 hym nedeth noght 
ꝙ ſhe vn to thys woꝛdly gouernance 
Foz pk he of wythoute neded ought 
He had'not then plenary ſuffyſance 
Boectus ) Fro thys ꝙ I ther ys no varyance 
Phia) Hym ſelf a lone al thyng dyſpoſeth than 
Boect? )-J may Þ J no w make none avoydaunce 
PHta ) And god ys good as we deduced han 
¶ Boe?) And thys alſo remembꝛe J wel q 
Phia) By good then he gouerneth al ꝙ che 
Fo? ſyth as thou haſt graunted / ſuyngly 
He that ys good dyſpoſeth al parde 
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Hym ſelf a lone than muſt he nedes be 

Nyght as hyt were a ruler of a ſterne 

Hym ſelfen ſtable euer in one degre 

That al thys world incoꝛrupt doth gouerne 
Boecius) Ful wel ꝙ J acoꝛd J vn to thys 

And loo whyler as by ſuſpectton | 

I trowed the ſame ye wold haue ſayd y wys 

And pꝛeued thys in your concluſyon 
PHta) J trow hyt wel / fo2 thyn inſpection 

Js moe ententyt then hyt was befo2e 

As to behald a truthe c good reſon 

But that J hal the chewen furdermoze 

¶ ÞHyt ys as clere & open to thy ſyght | 
Boe?) Ind what ꝙ J that knowen fayn J wold 
Phia 11 god ſhe yf we beleuen ryght 
wyth hys ſterne of bounte as J tolde 

Gouerneth al * rewleth as he ſholde 

Thes thynges al by natural entent 
Ben wyllyngly ſubiecte c vnderfolde 
Obeyng al way vn to hys gouernment 
¶ Boecius) Thys ys ꝙ Jful tru # neceſſary 
Foꝛ elles were no blyſful gouernance 

pf no yoke were to thynges contrary 

That wyl not obey to hys oꝛdynance 

Phia ) Then ys ther noght Þ doth ther obſeruice 
To kepe them ſelf in oꝛdꝛe of nature 

That may enfoꝛcen wyth contraryance 

A geyn ther god Boectus ) ꝙ I no creature 

C Phia) what yfſo 5ᷣ a geyn thys gouernaple 
They myght enfozcen them wyth frowardneſſe 
Myght they ought a geyn ther god avayle . 
Wych that by rpght of very blyſtulneſſe 


* 

Liber Tercius. 
As we be fon haue ſayd almyghty ys 

Boe? ) In ſoth they myght noght avayle @ Y ; 
Phia) ꝙ ſhe then ys ther no thyng as J geſfe 
That may oꝛ wyl wythſtanden kendly 
C Thys ſoueren good what wylt thyſelf \nppoſ 
2B0??) J ſayd no Phia) thys ſoueren good ꝙ ſhe 
Al thynges than ful ivvetly doth dyſpoſe 

And myghtely al thyng gouerneth he 7 
Boect? ) ꝙ J not only J delyte me 

As in the lumme of your concluſion 

But the woꝛdes wych that ye bſe to me 

wel moꝛe they dothe me delectation 

¶ In co fer foꝛthe that in my ſelf I ſhame 
And of my foly foule J am confuſed 

So hye a thyng to repꝛehend oꝛ blame 

And that J haue ſo maſedlych y muſed 
That man of god was vtterly refuſed 

And that he had hym not in hys gouernance 
Phia ) Suche fables ꝙ ſhe haue poetes vſed 
As 5 haſt herde / that ſom tyme gyauntes 

C wold haue made ther way vp in to heuen 
And hye hylles gan they to bylden kaſte 

But god ſent do lone a thunder certeyn 
And al ther woꝛke vpon them ouer caſte 
And ſo they were wythſtonden at laſte 
By the myght of ſouereyn god benigne 
wyche koꝛ them al dylpoled lo in haſte 
As ther dyſert was Woꝛthy # condigne 
C But wylt thou now that we to gedꝛes dꝛyue 
(Thesreſons al c in to one them bzyynge 
And perauenture of that ſtroke as blyye 
Ther may of truthe a lytel ſparkel ſpꝛynge 


een EA 11 
oec Now Lavth ꝙ Jas ys to your lek 
PHta ) we ſay ſhe that god almyghty ys T 
Boectus) Spth he of al ꝙ J ys lozd a kynge > 
(Ther ys no wyght that ys in doute of thys 
¶ Phia) and he ſhe ſayd Þ ys fo ful of myght 
Is ther any thyng that he ne may 

Boe? ) Nay ꝙ J Pha ) ꝙ ſhe now ſay me ryght 
May god do any euel Boectus ) I fayd nay 
PHia ) Loo than ys euel no thyng J dare wel ſap 
Syth he that ys almyghty may hyt not 


Beoecius ꝙꝓ J whether do ye ſcoꝛne ot elles play 
And haue to thys labour hyt y bzoght 


¶ vour reſons weueth ye ſo wonderly 
In maner leke the houſe of Didalus 


Ful hard fo2 to reſoluen oꝛ vnplye : 


your reſons ben ſo hye & curyous 
That to my wyt they ben ful meruelous 
Where ye go out ye entreth efte a none 
And euen there as pe ben entred thus 
The ſame way ye paſſeth out ekte ſone 

a wonder compace haue yo knet t fold 
Ok the hye dyuyne ymplycyte - 

Foꝛ thus whyle er when ye began ye told 
Ok blyſfulneſſe that ys felycyte 


That ſouereyn good was hyt ye layd to me 


And that alſo in louereyn good hyt ys 
That god was ſouereyn good then ſayd ye 
Alſo that he ys perfet blyſfulneſſe 

¶ And fot a gyfte ye toke me thys ther to 
That no wyght mygh haue very blyſfulneſſe 
But yk he were in maner god alſo | 
By letzelyneſſe of poſſeſſyng of hys blyſſe 


Liber Tercius. 
And kurdermoꝛe alſo ye ſayd thys 

That the fozme of very perfet good 

Hyt ys the ſubſtance of thys welfulneſſe 
And eke of god / loo thys J vnderſtand 
¶ ve layd alſo as vn to my conceyte 
That good ⁊ one al one thynge ſhold they be 
That euery kende ok thynges muſt coueyte 
That god eke wyth the ſterne of hys bounte 
Gouerneth al thys hole vnyuerſyte 

And al muſte to hys gouernance a lout 
That euel ys no thynge / alſo pꝛeued ye 
Not ſekynge hereto reſons fro wythout 
¶ But ye haue thys enplyed & y pꝛeued 
By ſkyles that ben kno wen openly 

And euerych maketh other to be beleued 
(They knetteth lo in compace ſotelly 
Phia) She ſayd then J play not ſykerly 
But that we haue whyler of god beſoght 
Now haue J ſhewed the here that ys ſo hy 
And greteſte that in hert may be thoght 

¶ Fo! of ſubſtance dyuyne the foꝛme ys thys 
That he may not augment ne decreſſe 
By no koꝛeyn thynge the ſothe hyt ys 

And al yet he conteyneth neuer the leſſe 
But ryght as ſayd Perymenydes 

The round whele of thynges al a boute 

He meueth / yet hym ſelf ys in pece 

And meueth noght at al hyt ys no doute 

¶ pt J haue ſhewed the ſkyles good a mete 
Not kro wythouten ſoght / but verely 
wythyn the thynges wherof that we trete 
To wondze now thou halt no cauſe why 


* 


Foꝛ thou haſt herd & red as ſuppoſe J 
Thys.ſothfaſte ſentence / Plato ſayd hyt loo 
That woꝛdes mult be coſens kendly 
To thynges wyche they ben referred to 1 
Ul blyſful ys that man that may behold 
JE The bꝛyght wel of very blyſſulneſſe 
And wel ys hym that may hymſelf vnfold 
Fro boundes of thys woꝛdly wꝛecchedneſſe 
The poet Orpheus wpth grete heupneſſe 
Yys wyffes dethe had wepled wepyngly 
And wyth hys ſonges ful ok carefulneſſe 
ade wodes fot to renne ful wonderly 
, And made the ſtremes ſtanden & byde 
The hynde alſo fered of no perel 
But ſuffered the lyon to lye by her ſpde 
Nether the hare dꝛeded nere a dele 
To ſe the hound / hyt leked them ſo wele 
To here thes ſonges that ſo luſtey Were 
And boldly they durſte to geder dwel 
That nere a beſt then had of other fere 
C. And when the loue gan kendle in hys bꝛeſt 
Ok hys Wyffe moſt hote x feruently 
Hys ſonge that had ſo many a wyld beſt 
Made ſo meke to leuen comenly 
They myght hym not conkoꝛten vtterly 
On hye goddes gan he then complayn - 
And ſayd they deled wyth hym cruelly 2 
That they dyd ſend hym not hys Wwytfe a genn 
¶ He went then to howles infernal N 
And faſt hys ſtrenges ther dꝛeſſed he 
And ſouned out the wete ſonges al 
That he Had taſted of the Welles thꝛe 


 (Thys mii hys wyfke / thys won he wyth hys ſong 


Liber Tercius. 
Ok hys moder dere Caliope 
That ys goddeſſe & chef of eloquence 
Wwyth woꝛdes that moſte pyteouſt myghe be 
As coꝛo w had geuen hym ful experyence 
¶ And loue alſo that dobeleth heuyneſle . 

To helle began he hys complaynt to make . 
Ackynge mercy ther / wyth lowlynelke TH 
At the loꝛdes of thes chadous blaze 

And Cerberus that woned Was to wake 

wyth heddes the & helle gates kepe 

So hadden hym thes new ſonges take 

That the lwetneſſe made hym kal on llepe 
¶ The furyes that ben vengereſſe of ſynne 
And ſurfetours \ſmyteth ſo Wyth fere 
Foz heupneſſe that thys man was in 
They gan to morne # wepte many a tere 

And tho the C\pyft whyle had no pouer 

To toꝛne a boute the hed of Jryon 
Ne Tantalus fo thurſt al thogh he were 
J peynedlonge / yet water wold he none 

C The grypẽ that ete the maw of Ticius 

And ty2ed on hyt long ther be foꝛe 

Thys ſonge to hym was ſo delycyous 

De caſt hyt of ⁊ tyꝛed hyt no moꝛe 

And when that Orpheus had mozned ſoꝛe 

Tho ſeyd the Juge of helle peynes ſtronge 

Pyte me hath conuicte Þ wyl reſtoere 
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C But wyth a law thys geft J wyl reſtrayn 
That vn tyl he thys boundes haue foſake 
yk he behald vpon hys wyffe a geyn 

ys Wyſe fro hym efteſones Chal be take 


Liber Tercius. 
But ho to louers may a lawe make 
Foꝛ loue ys rather to hemſelf a lawe 
when he was nye out of the boundes blake 


He toꝛned hym # Erudis he fawe 

¶ Allas he loſt leſte hys wyffe behynde 
Thys fable loo to vow perteyneth ryght 
Foꝛ ye that wold Iyfte vp your mynde 
Jn to the hye blyſful ſouereyn lyght 

yt ye ektelones toꝛne douue pour ſyght 


In to thys foule wꝛecched erthly delle 
Loo al that euer your labour hath yow dyght 


ye loſe when ye loketh in to helle 
Explicit Liber tercius. 


C Is Oupde in hys boke of Metamozphoſcos maketh metion / and 
fcynpnge in maner a fable ſaynge that Ozpheus vvas a cvryous Harper 
dovellyng in Trace / that vvas ſomtyme a pꝛoupnte in the nozthe ſpde. 
of Sete. vvpthe Orpheus vvas the lonne of Callyope- He hatped ſo 
luſtely/ that not only men vvere dzavven by Hys melody / but alſo vvyld 
beſtes fox vety delyte foꝛgete ther kendly cozage of ferſneſſe, And not 
only thys / but he made ryuets fox to ſtande x fozeſtes for to meue 2 cen 
¶ Thys SOipheus had a vvyfe named Erudis / vvychea ſhepeherde 
named Ariſteus vvoed : deſpꝛed. But Erudisrefufynge hys loue kled 
thoigh a mede / + tredynge vpon a ſerpent ſhe yvas enuenemed #4 ded. # 
bvent to hel. Orpheus ſoꝛoynge for hys vvpffe x vvyllynge fot to dia 
her out of helle / purpoſed foꝛ to pleſe the hye goddes vvyth hys melodp 
that they ſholy reſtoze hym hys vvyffe / but hyt auapled net. Than 
vvent he to helle / + as thys pꝛoteſſe ſhevveth in the letter / ſo moche he 
pleſed the goddes of helle vvpth hys melody / that at laſt vpon a conds 
tion hys vvyffe vvas graunted hym / ſo that he loked not vpon her / tyl 
that he vvere paſſed the boundes ok helle. But vvhen he vyas nye 
the boundes / fo moche he delpꝛed foꝛ to ſee hys hys vvyfſe / that he tos 
ned hym + loked vpon her / + a none ſhe vvas gon a geyn to helle vbhee 
Che vvas be forte Q@hyrs fable Fulgencius exponeth mo2ally on thys 
bbyſe. C By O2pheus ps vnderſtand the hyer part of the ſoule / 
that ys refonabelte / enformed vvyth vvyſedom x eſoquence. vvherfoze 
he ys called theſonne of phebus + of Laliope p hebus ofthe arekes 
bvas called god of vvyſedõ. Che ſame ys Apollo. Caliope ys aſmoche 
to ſay / as goddes ſonne. + hyt betokeneth eloquence. ſo everp vvyſe mJ 
eloquent in thys maner of ſnekyngemap be called the ſor ne ofphebus 
s Laliope: OC Thys Oꝛzpheus bythe ſ\vvetneſſe ofhys harpe / that 


Liber Quartus. 
But tho that haueth myght to wotken plle 
They may not Wwozken al that ys ther wyl 
¶ Then ys hyt playn # clere v noo to ſeyn 
Thes Wycked men that wyckedlych may 
Ful leſſe of power ⁊ of myght they ben 
Set thys ther to that J ſhal after ſay 
Syth myght ys ſuche a thyng the wyche alway 
Ought to be coueted c deſy2ed 
And euery thyng that ys to be requy2ed 
¶ To good hyt muſt be referred nede 
As to the ſonereyn hed dt pꝛyncypal 
But power foꝛ to wozken wꝛecchedhed 
To good may not referred ben at al 
Hyt ys noght then / that be deſy2ed ſhal 
But power ſhal deſy2ed be by ryght 
Than power of the wycked ys no myght 
C Loo of al thys hyt wyl apperen wel 
That myghty ben the good folke a lone 
And wycked folke be myghty neuer a dele 
But weke # myghtles ben they euerychone 
(The ſentence than may be perceued lone 
where that Plato wzyteth in thys wyſe 
Do that them leketh only may the wyſe 
¶ Fo2 wycked men do woꝛkes that them luſt 
But ther deſy2e they may not yet fulfylle 
what them delyteth that them ſemeth beſt 
Fo2 why they do hyt be hyt neuer ſo yl 
To ther deſy2e yet may they not a tylle | - 
(The wpche they leke in luſtes ⁊ delytes 
Foz blyſfulneſſe may not be had by vyce 
etrum ij. Quos vides ſedere celſog. 


apitulũ iiij. Phia loquitur⸗ 
M. 
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Liber Quartus. 

— [206 grete kynges ful of cruelte 

225 hynyng in ther purpur ryally 
=224 Dyttyng in the heythes of ther ſee 

wythe wylde Woꝛdes thꝛetyng cruelly 

wyth blaſtyng woodnelle of ther hertes hye 

wythe moche wꝛecched wepyng by ther ſyde 

Ho ſo wold fro thes pꝛynces ful ot pꝛyde 

Spoyle them of ther wꝛecched vayn a ray 

Behald X ſe wel what they be wythyn 

Thogh they be lozdes wonder ſtout # gay 

In ſtreyt cheynes ben they bound of ſynne 

Fro wyche they may not them ſelfen wynne 

Thes loo ledeth hys Iyffe in lechery 

(That al the woꝛld hym ſpeketh velony 

C So ys he trobled by thys paſſyon 

wythe wꝛeth hys mynde ys beten # opp2eſſed 

Oꝛ heuyneTe dꝛaeth hym a downe 

Oꝛ flyper hope hym elles hathe deſtreſſed 

Loo ſuche an hed J trou ys euel y bleſſed 

That ys encombzed VWwpth ſo moche vyce 

Hys myght ys to be ſet at lytel pꝛyce 

P2oſa iii. Uides ne igitur: 

Capitulum v. Phia loquitur. 

ad ſeylt thou not the foule vycyous 

what fylth the hath defyled # vnhyght 
And the good folke d vertuous 1 
bow W02thely they ſhyne fayz & byyght | 

Ok thys hyt may apperen to thy ſyght 

That the wycked folke fayleth neuer of peyn 

Ne the good folke ther mede there a geyn * 

¶ That ſame thynge that meueth any wyght 

Top to don oz wozken any dede 


Liber Quartus. 
That ſame thyng J may hyt ſeyn by ryghe 
Loo of that wozke hyt ys the very mede 
{Thys ſhal I pꝛeue yt thou wolt taken hyde 
Fo: rennyng lycth a garland foz the game 
And he that renneth beſt Chal haue the ſame: 
¶ But ſouereyn good ys very blyſfulneſſe 
And ys the very ground#x cauſe why 

That any maner Woꝛke purpoſed ys 

As foꝛ to ſpeke of purpoſe kendly 

Than ys thys good purpoſed comenly 

Foꝛ mannes Woꝛke a mede fo2 hys traueyle 
Fro good men thys mede may not fayle 

¶ Ho ſo lacketh good as ſemeth in my thoght 
Be called good of ryght yet may not he | 
The good then of mede fapleth noght 
Syth ther mede ys verely bounte 

Thogh wycked folke be wood in cruelte 
And vſeth al the malyce that they mowen 
pet the wyſe man leſeth not hys crowen 

¶ Foz why ther ys no foꝛeyn wyckedneſſe 
Ok men that ben ſo perylous & pꝛoute 
That may beryue the kendly Woꝛthyneſſe 
That longeth to the good / hyt ys no doute 
But yk they had hyt wonnen of wythoute 
A nother then myght hyt take a way 

Nt he that gaue that good / hyt ys no nay 


C But ſyth the goodneſſe of a woꝛthy wyght 


f good maners mult be cauſed nede 
when he fozleteth them / then ys hyt ryght 
That he ſhold be deſpoyled of hys mede 
But fynally in thys mater to pꝛocede 

Syth al medes that deſy2ed ben wi | 


Liber Quar tus. 
Dyt ys fot they ben good / oz as they wenre 
¶ Of hym that hath thys good ho wyl hyt ſeyn 
That he thys mede lacketh vtterly | 
None that reſon hathe J am certeyn 
But what thynge ys thys mede verelp 
The beſt thyng x kayꝛeſt ſekerly 
That may be had oꝛ hert may deuyſe 
Thys ys hyt that ys deſpoſed fo2 the Wyſe 
¶ A Corrolary hye ⁊ pzecyous 
That J the gaue whyler remembꝛe the 
wyche al in ſumme-thou ſhalt aſſemble thus 
Loo ſyth that god ys thys felycyte 
wyche that maketh blyſcul foz to be 
Al tho that good Woꝛkes vſen 
And wꝛecched vyce wyl vtterly refuſen- 
¶ And tho that blyſful ben thou vnderſtond 
Jn a maner goddes that they were. ..... | | 
Than ys thys gyft the mede of al good 
That no day may conſume in no maner 
Ne dympnuce hyt may no power 
Ne dymmen hyt no other mannes vyce 
Thogh wycked folke hyt wold of ther malyce 
¶ Syth hyt ys lo hyt ys wythouten dꝛede 
The wycked may not be wythouten peyn 
Fo! ſyth that euel c good / loo peyn # mede 
Contraryous ben / then ys hyt clere c pleyn 
Syth good ys ſure of mede in ful certenn 
The bad ys ſure of peynes c of woe 
yk one be ſothe the other muſt alſo . 
C Then ys the goodneſſe of the good wygh 
The reward & the mede of hys goodneſſe 
And to the,voycked by the lame ryght.. . 


Liber Quartus. 
Ther peyn ys eke ther pꝛopꝛe wyckedneſle 
what euer he be / than ſueth hyt expꝛeſſe 
(That wyth Cuche peynes ys he deſeſed ofte 
wyth euel he ys infecte hyt fayleth noght 


Myght they trowen as hyt ſemeth the 
(That they wythouten bytter peynes ben 
whom loo the vttermeſt extremyte 

Ok al woyckedneſſe & cruelte 

Not only hath infected greuoully 

But eke hym hath infected hugely 

But now behald that other part bpon 
pr any peynes haue the good a greued 
Haſt p not lerned / that al that euer ys one 
Is good alſo / as J haue hyt deſcryued 
Loo conſequently than hyt may be pꝛeued 
As ſemeth wel that euery thynge that ys 
Hyt muſt alſo be good hyt ys no myſſe 
¶ Imap concluden than that al tho 
That fayleth fro thys good reherſed here 

He fayleth then foz to ben alſo 

The wycked then they be not that they Were 
Fo: thoh thou ſe that mannes body there 
Ful ſothe hyt ys a man he was befoꝛn 
By Vopckedneſle hys kende he hathe foꝛloꝛn 
¶ But ſyth that only vertu t goodneſſe 
A bouen manhode may a man a reyſe 
Nedes than ho ſo vſeth wyckedneſſe 


And tho ſo be that many one them p2eyſe 
Whom that Þ ſeyſt tranſfo2med in to vyce 


Thou holdeſt hym not a man pk thou ye 1 8 


C Foz pt the wycked wold them ſelfen ſepn 


* 


Benethen manhode doune hyt doth hym peyſe 


Liber Quartus. 

C whos luſtes bꝛennech al in couetyce 
And ryueth men ther good by vpolence 

J leke à wolk thou myght hym wel deuyſe 
He that ys fers c ſpareth none offence 
And what he ſayth he hath no con.ciens 
To make ſtryſtes a dyſſention 

He ys an hounde as by comparyſon 

¶ And he that wyl a wayten pꝛeuely 
Foꝛeyn goodes how he may beryuen 

A fore thou myght hym callen ſkylefully 
And whom that curſed Jre doth a meuen 
A lyon as in that thou myght hym pꝛeuen 
He that ys fered à fleeth wythouten nede 
An hert thou myght hym calle hyt ys no dꝛede 
¶ And he that vſeth ſlonth a JdelneTe 18 
And wyl not do no wotkes pꝛokptable 

Thou myght hym calle a very aſſe expzeſſe 

And he that ys inconſtant æ vnſtable | 
To fowles myght thou hald hym comparable 
And he that ledeth hys lyfte in lechozy 

A twyne thou myght hym callen ſkylefully 

¶ Þyt ſemeth than that he p hathe fozlete 

The lyffe of vertu + of honeſte 

To ben a man in that he hathe fozfete 

And ckylefully foꝛloꝛn that dygnyte 

And ther he myght a god in maner be 

Or leke to god in leuyng at leſt 

Now ys he chaunged to a rude beſt 

Metra iii. Vela Naricy ducts, 
Capitulum vi; —Phia loquitur. 

C The ſouthweſt wynd ö bloweth bouſteſly 
The layles of the Duke Haricius | 


Liber Quartus. | 
But of that we haue graunted here befo1e 

As neceſſary muſt hyt ſuen nede | 
Boe? ) Þ aſked what phia ) ꝙ ſhe now take good 


Moꝛe welkul ben p wycked in ther peun (hede 


Than yk they ſholden none at al ſuſteyn 

¶ But thys ys not my conceyt pzyncypally 
That comenly men haue in ther deuple 
That wycked folke ſo peyned ryghtuouſlp 
Ther by they ben coꝛrected of ther vyce 

And dꝛede of peyn a peſeth ther malyce 

And that example vn to other mo 
whythdꝛaeth them fro that they wolden do 
¶ But in a nother maner wyle Imene 
That bad folke wythoute punytton 

Moꝛe vnwelful ſykerly they ben 

Than yk they ſuffered none afk liction 

Not hauyng regard to correction 

Ne to exſample / ne to dꝛede of peyn 

That moche myſchef often dothe refrapn 

C Boectus ) ꝙ J what maner wyſe may thys be 
Other than ye tolden here be fo:e 

Phia) Loo haue not we confeſſed here O ſhe 
That good men ben welful euermoꝛe 

And Wycked folke ben wꝛecches & fozloze 


Boe? ) ryght ſo ꝙ J phia) ꝙ che now ſay me thyg 


what pk that vn to ſuche a wꝛecchedneſſe 

¶ yf any part of good were added to 

were not he then moꝛe welful wylt thou ſay 
Than he that ſtandeth al in myſchek lo 

Jzo whom al maner good ys raft a way 
Boecius)  J Hyt ſemeth ſo hyt ys no nay | 
Phia) And what ꝙ ſhe pt to thys wzecched man 
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Liber Quartus. 
Fro whom al maner goodes lacketh than 
C A nother harme were Joyned # v knet 
A boue the myſcheffe wyche hathe hym opp:eſſed 
woldeſt ß not deme hym mo2e vnwelful yet 
Than of hys myſchef ſom what were releſed | 
And ſo by perceyuyng of good repꝛeſſed 
Boecius ) ꝙ J How ſholde hyt other wyle be 
Phia ) Than haue the wycked certenly O ſhe 
C Som what of good when ö they ben in peyn 
Annered then vn to hys w2ecchedneſſe 
when they ben punyſſhed ſo / that ys to ſeyn 
(The ſame peyn that foꝛ ther wyckedneſſe 
They ſuffre / wyche be cauſe of ryghtuoſneſſe 
wher by that peyn ys geue hyt ys no nas 
That ſelf peyn ys good J dare wel ſay 
C And when that they ben ſpared of tozment 
Ok thys yuel then haue they lomwhat moze 
(That ys the fauour of vnpunyſment 
Ok ryghtuous peynes that they ben fozboꝛe 
(The Wyche as thou haſt graunted here bekoze 
Syth peyn ys dwe re warde of felony 
Unpunyſment ys euel ſpkerly 
Boectus ) J may not thys denyen thogh J wolde 
PHta) The wicked the vnpunyſhed ſo with wꝛõg 
So moe vnſely ben they many a folde 98 
Then when by ryghtuous dome they vnderfong 
Vengeance koꝛ ther ſynne & ſozoes ſtrong 
Syth ryghtuouſneſſe toꝛmenteth trelpalours 
Than ys hyt wꝛong to ſparen ſurfetours 
C Boe? ) Denyen thys @ J ther may no wyght 
Phia) May any man ſhe denyen thys 
That al ys good that euer ps don by ryght 


Liber Quartus. 

And al that euer ys wꝛong ys Wwyckedneſſre 
Boecins) And thys ꝙ J ys conſequent v wyſſe 
To that ye houe concluded loo Whyle ere 
But now J pay vo w one thyng ſay me hyꝛe 
¶ Qhen that the body reſolued ys by deth 
Shal the ſoule Cuffern any peyn 
Phia) when p the ſoule out of the body geth 
Ful hugy @ ſhe / take hyt in certeyn 
Foꝛ ſomme ful bytter peynes ſhal ſuſteyn 
And ſomme ſhal be purged al wyth grace 
To treten here of thys / we haue no place 
C But J haue vn to thys that ys in me 
Ful don my deuer that thou chuldeſt kno wen 
The myght of ſhrewes / wyche as ſemeth the 
In them ys ful vnwoꝛthely beſtowen 
Hyt ys no power verely to trowen 
And there as thou complayneſt in thy thoght 
That wycked folkes ben y punyſſhed noght 
¶ Ther myght p ſeyn the wycked fo ther ſynne 
To faylen neuer of peynes ſykerly 
But that they may ther wycked purpoſe wynne 
wythe lycence foꝛ to Wotken wyckediyx 

Thou dyſt pꝛay to ben ended haſtely 
And J haue made the clerely koꝛ to know 
That hyt ne leſteth but a lytel thꝛo ww : 
C And that the lenger that endureth tho 
The mote wꝛecches ben they J the tolde 
And pk they Chulden euer endureſo b 
Than were they wꝛecches moꝛe a thouſand folde 
And mo2e wꝛecches eke myght them holde 
when they wyth wꝛong of peynes ben releſed 
(The whe they be wyth ryghtuous peyn oppꝛeſſed 


RUE! Liber Nuartus, 

C And ouer thys yet ſhal J furder fayn 
Loo of thys ſentence ſueth conſequent 
Than ar the bad in moſt deſpytous pan 
Whan that they ſeme they haue no punyſment 
Boe?) I ſeyd than / when J wyth hole entent 
Behald your reſons how ye doth them pꝛeue 
No thyng ys ſother ſayd as J beleue 
¶ But to the Jugement of mannes wyt 
That ys not meued by ſuche euydence 
Ho ys that man that wyl beleuen hyt 
Oꝛ deme hyt Worthy any audyence ö 
They tro weth no thyng but erperyence 
Phia) As thou haſt ſeyd ꝙ ſhe ryght ſo hyt ys 
Fox yces that ben vſed to derkneſſe | 
¶ The lyght of treuthe may they not behold 
As foules that ben wont to fle by nyght . 
Fo to be ſeyn a day they be not bolde - 
Fo: why the day ys blyndyng to ther ſyght 
But nyghtes derkneſſe maketh ther yees bzyght 
So men infect wyth.luſtes & lekynges 
Haue no regard to the ozdynance of thynges 
¶ Foz they ſuppoſeth that ſucheſufferance : 
Oꝛ vnpunyſhment of curſedhede 41 
Shold a man to welfulneſſe avaunce 
But in the law eternal mayſt thou rede 
yt thou do wel thou haſt no maner nede 
To aſke a Juge foꝛ thy recompence 
Fo thou haſt ſet thy ſelf in excellence 
¶ And yf thou haue thyſelfen wyllyngly 
Enclyned vn to ſynne d wWoꝛecchedneſle 
To ſeke no vengeour of thy kelong 

wythout thyſelf hyt nedeth not p wyſſe 


Liber Nuartus. | 
Foꝛ thou haſt ſet thy ſelf in wyckedneTe 
And made the leke vn to a rude beſt 
And put the in peynes that euer ſhal leſt 
Byght as thou woldeſt caſt thy 7 a boute 
Now to grounde X now to heuen lyght 
Al other cauſes ceſſyng of wythoute 
Be cauſe of thyne vnſtablenelſe of ſpght. 
Now woldeſt thou ſeme wyth the ſterres bꝛyght 
And now ryght in thys moddy ground to be 
But comen people thys can they not ſe 


¶ Boe? ) Þ aſked than what thys chold mene 


Phia) Shulde we ꝙ ſhe conſenten/vn to theg 
wyche we haue ſhewed that leke to beſtes ben 
pk one of them wyche p the luſt deuyſe 

Loo had foꝛloꝛzn hys ſyght in any wyſe 

Al vtterly / & alſo furdermoꝛe 

Pad al foꝛgete that euer he ſaw be foꝛe 

And weneth hym want no thynge vtterly 
Ok mannes natural perfection 

Now we that thys behaldeth verely 

Shulde we acoꝛde to ther entention 

And not beleue our a bone inſpection 

Shuld we not troue that ſuche men ben blynde 
And wel the blynder foꝛ ther maſed mynde 
¶ And thynges that as lekely may be pꝛeued 
By reſons of as myghty koundement 

Ok luche folke they may not be beleued 

That ſuche wycked men & vpolent 

When they deſeſe a ſymple Innocent 

Wel mote vnſely ben they in the dede 

Than tho that ſuffereth al ther wzangkulhede 
B02? ) Tho reſons ſayd J wold J heren fayn 


| Liber Quartus. 
Phia) Euery wycked ſh2ewde man y ſhe 
Wylt thou denye hym woꝛthe care @ peyn 
Boectus ) Nay qꝙ I that haue ye not of me 
Phia) Then mote vnſely muſt they nedes be 
Suche that 1edeth ther lyffes curſedly q 
Boecius ) Ryght as ye ſayn ryght ſo hyt ys q J 
C. Phia) Ind tho ꝙ ſhe y woꝛthy ben toꝛment 
Voylt thou not deme them w2ecches in that caſe 
Boectus ) yes ꝙ J hyt ys ful conuenyent * 
Phia) ꝙ ſhe yt thou ſholdeſt-Jugen in thys place 
And myghteſt do vengeance oꝛ elles grace 
whom woldeſt ß demen woꝛthy to be honge 
whether hym 5 dothe oꝛ hym that ſuffereth wꝛöge 
C Boe?) To hym ꝙ J Þ had the wꝛonges don 
J wold a Jugen ſuffyſance of peyn 

The pacyent lo [hold be a venged-ſone 

That he ſhold haue no mater to complayn 

PHta ) Moze wꝛecched ys p woꝛcher wylt p ſapn 
ꝙ ſhe than he that ſoffereth euery dele 

Boe? ) In ſothe qꝙ J ryght ſo hyt ſueth wel 

¶ Phia) Of thes cauſes ⁊ of other mo 

That of the ſelf rote ltuyngly 

Enkoꝛced ben / hyt wyl apperen loo 

That the fylthe of ſynnes kendly 

Ryght of the ſelf ſynnes pꝛopꝛely 

Tho men they maketh wꝛecches fot to be 

That vſeth vyces # dyſhoneſte 

C. The wꝛong alſo-ys not the wꝛecchedneſſe 
Ok hym that ſuffereth harmes & greuance 

But in lothe the wꝛecchedneſſe ys hys 

That w2onguſly hathe don hym a noyance 

But pledours don in thys contraryance 


Liber Nuartus. 
That fo the Juges vnto mercy meuen 
A genſt them 5 wronges doth agreuen 
. «Coz ſykerly p pyte longeth moꝛe 
To hem that hath vnthryftykully wrought 
And as the leke a leche ys led be oꝛe 
So ſhold he be befoze ß Juge y bꝛoght 
Ok pyteous accuſours and wroth noght 
That wyth 5 peyn as wyth a ſotel gynne 
Co bode cutte a wey the malady of ſynne 
> Sr thus the beſynes of aduocates 
chuld be foꝛleten c men ſchuld hyt refuſen_ 
Oꝛ pk they wold appꝛouen men algates 
Al other wyle theyſchuld there offyce blen 
And tho 5 ſo myſdone al wey accuſen 
And yk theſe wrecches alſo kurthermoꝛe 
ygth ſene the vertu they haue foꝛloꝛe 
Sith that boũte wyth peynes may be had 
And fylthe of vyce ben vtterly foꝛdone 
To ſuffre peynes ſchuld he be ful glad 
Ne peynes ſothly ſchuld he hold them none 
Hys aduocates fo2Caken ſhuld he ſone 
And to the Juge he ſhuld hem (elfe be take 
That myght hem hole of al hys ſynnes make 
¶ Than ys hit ſo ᷣ as a genſt the wyſe 
Js left no place of hate hyt ys ful ſoth 
Joo Wyl the good haten oꝛ deſpyte 
But a folc Þ wote not what he doth 
And thogh v badde be to the ful loth 
To haten hem yet haue ye no reſon 
But rather haue of them compaſſion 
¶ Foꝛ as ſekeneſſe p body doth greuance 
Bygth ſo ys vyce a maner malady 
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Liber Quartug. 
The wyche the ſoule oppꝛeſſeth wyth nopance 
And as we ſholde not demen ſkylefully 
Hym Wotthy hate that ſcke ys bodely 
But rwen rather on hys peynes ſo2e 
Then gooſtly languoꝛ ſhold ous meuen moꝛe 
¶ Hyt ys not conuenyent to haten ne perſue 
The ſoules that opp2eſſed ben wyth vyce 
But rather on ther bytter peynes rwe 
And ho that coude (not meued wyth malyce } 
That man a menden wyth ful good aduyſe 
Thogh that he put hym to ful bytter peyn 
Ok cruette ther may no wyght complayn 
Metrñ uty, —Qund tantos tuuat. 
Capttuld viij. Phia loquitur. 
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not he ſpedeth hym haſtely 
Loo ſerpent / Leon / Tygre / Boze / c Bere 
They ſeketh vo wo to a racen & to tere 
¶ And ye wyth c werde eche other doth aſſayle 
Fo2 cauſe that your maners ben dyuers 
Unryghtuoully fo meueth ye batayl 
wyth enterchaungyng dartes fo to perle 
pour cruelte / your recon doth reuerſe 
* wolt thou that euery man hys meret Had 
Loo loue the good / 4 rwe vpon the bad 
Pꝛoſa v. Hinc video inquam. 
Capitulũ ir. BVoecius loquitur. 
C In thys ꝙ JJ percepue euery dele 
Bothe the mylchek & the welkulnelle 


As koꝛ the mede of them that woꝛcheth wel 
And eke of them alſo that done a myſſe 
But neuertheles alday J ſe wel thys 

That of fortune to wyche the people hedeth 
Bothe good ⁊ euel ful often tyme pꝛocedeth 
¶ Ne ther ys no wyſe man as J geſſe 
That rather wolde be poure à nameles 
And in exyle / than floureſh in ryches 

In power # in honour to encreſſe 

And in hys cyte foꝛ to dwelle tn pece 
Thys ys the beſt way as J deuyce 

To pꝛokyt by the offyce of the wyle 

o may ther blyſfulneſſe / hyt ys no doute 
As by the vertu of ther gouernance 

Be wel tranſfunded in to folke a boute 
That ben commptted to ther oꝛdynance 
But than / thys myn hert doth greuance 
Syth hyt ys lo that laufn! pzyſonment 
Dyuers Ingynnes / peynes t toꝛment 

¶ Foz wycked folke were fyꝛſt ozdeyned 
And vn to them hyt longeth ckylefully 

hy ys hyt then that good men beth peyned 
And in ther ſtede oppꝛeſſed greuouſly 
And mede that to vertu pꝛoperly 

Ok very ryght ys pertynent r dwe 
(Thes medes haue the wycked & vntrwe 
¶ What ys the ſkyle of thys confuſyon 
That ſo vnryghtuous ſemeth fo2 to be 
Ok yow J wolde haue Infoꝛmation 
Fo leſfe merueyl cholde hyt be to me 

pf al thynges ſtode in thys degre 


Medled al wyth foztune c wyth 7. jp 
J. 


Liber Quartus. 
And had at al none other gouernance 
CBut god 5 ys the gouerner of al 
Lo maketh me a ſtoned as in this 
Sith Joy # welthes often doth befal 
To good folke .# often tyme p wyſle 


The wycked be in care and heupneſſe 


And often tyme the badde ther ageyn 
Ben in there luſtes & the good in peyn 
¶ But yk ther be ſome ſkyle oꝛ euydence 
why god rewardeth folke in thys manere 
As thynketh me ther ys no dyfference 
But hap and foꝛtune rewleth al y fere 
Phia) Df thys q ſche J wodre nought as here 
Sith thou ne coudeſt p ckyle of oꝛdynance 
Thogh thou meruele vpon the gouernance 
¶ And hald hyt foly # confuſyon 
But thogh to the p cauſes beth vnknow 
As of ſo hye a dyſpoſytton 
wham ſo hym luſt to ſetten hye oꝛ lolo 
Syth he ys good as thou mult nedes trow 
That al gouerneth / take thys foꝛ a ſothe 
That al ys ryghtuous what ö euer he dothe 

Metrũ v. Si quis arcturt ſidera 

Capitulum r. Phia loquitur. 

E that knoweth not the cauſes why 
18) Ne how hyt ys / in ſothe he can not ſayn 
\>44/That the (terre arcturus goeth lo nye 

Meuynge a bowte the pole ſouerepn 
And why Boetes reſteth not hys weyn 
And he hys klammes plongeth do on ſo late 
And why lo lone he ryſeth eſte algate 
C Þyt ys no dowte he chal be ſtoned lone 


Liber Quartus. 

As ok the law of hye heuen bꝛyght 
why that the hoꝛnes of the ful mone 
So infected wyth the derke nyght 
Becometh pale / & the ſterres lyght 
wyche that che hydde wyth her bemes clere / 
Dyſcoueryng them / ſhe maketh to ous appere | 
¶ And open errour maketh foules blynd 
That beteth bꝛas the mone to reſkewen 
Men wond2eth noght vpon the ſtoꝛmy wynd 
That maketh the ſee ſo ferſly foꝛ to klowen 
That doth the bzenkes bete # ouerthzowen 

Ne that the cold froſen clottes grete 
So ben reſolued by the lonnes hete 
C The cauſe of thys ys eſy to be feled 
Thes other ar Hyd / therkoꝛe ye wonder ſo 
Fo? al that falleth ſodenly & ſeld 
Thus wondꝛeth thes meueable folkes loo 
And yf thys clowdy errour paſſe them fro 
So that they myght the very cauſes ſe 
(They ſhold not ſemen wonderful to be 
Ptofa vv, Ita eſt inquam. 
Capitulum xj. Boecius loquitur. 
ght ſo ꝙ J thys wyl J not reuerſe 
But loo thys gyfte ys poures ſykerly 
Thes pzyme cauſes wyche that ye reherſe 
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And reſons hyd in clowdes myſtycally 


To maken clere / thys one thyng coueyt J 
Hyt ys a thyng that trobleth moſt my mynde 
And wyth merneyl marred / I me fynde 
Phia) She gan to ſmyle a lpᷣtel a ſayd than 
Thou aſkeſt now of me a queſtyon 
Loo of the hyeſt thyng that any man 
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Liber Nuartus 
May aſken at myn eſtymation 
Oꝛ map perceyue by clere entention 

To wyche vnnethes may ther ought fuffyce 
Ok any Woꝛd that J can the deuyſe 
¶ Suche ys the mater that we ben a boute 


The wyche to knowen thou deſp2elt ſo 


That when we ben delyuered of a doute 
Vythouten nombꝛe ſone ryſeth mo 

That ben wel nye as hard to a voyden fro 

As heddes that one dragon encreſſe 

The ſerpent that was ſlayn of Hercules 

¶ Ne in thys mater ys none other ende 

Ne how thes grete doutes to redꝛeſſen 7 
But that a lykly fyze ot mannes mynde 
Mult myghtly reſtrayn them c repꝛeſſen i 
Foꝛ other wyſe thou ſhalt them not expꝛeſſen 

Fot loo in thys men vieth to enquere 
Thus fel as J Chal the rehercen here 
¶ Fyꝛſt of the wonderful ſymplycyte 
Ok the hye dyuyne purueyance 
Ok fatum that men calleth deſteney 
Of fo2tune that ys called ſoden chaunce 
Of kno wyng & of goddes o2dynance 
That ys called pꝛedeſtination 

And eke of fredom of electton | 
¶ how hug vous ys thys mater Wwyth to dele 
Thou knoweſt hyt wel thy ſelf hyt ys no nap 
But ſyth hyt ys a parcel of thyn hele 4 
To knowen thys / J ſhal do what J may 
Thogh that the tyme be choꝛt J ſhal a ſay 
Syth J haue ſayd the ſomwhat Here befoze 

I ſhal my ſelf enfozxcen furdermoze | | 


Tiber Quartus. 
C And thogh ſo be that muſyke the delyte 
And metre ys ful luſty to thyn ere 
As fo: a tyme that luſt muſt thou reſpyte 
The whyle that J in oꝛdꝛe knette in fere 
My reſons wyche J ſhal the ſhewen here 
Boect? ) Kyght as ye luſt ꝙ J / ſhe began 
As hyt Were al a nother pꝛoceſſe than 
C Phia) Loo euery kendly generation 
Of al thynges be they mote ot lelſe 
And euery natural pꝛogreſſpou 
That in hys beyng hathe chaungeableneſſe 
And what that euer hyt be that meued ys 
Ther oꝛdꝛe / foꝛme c cauſes forthe ben bzoght 
Fro the ſtable hye dyuyne thoght 


Set in the toure of hye ſymplycyte 
Haͤthe oꝛdeyned many dyuers maner wyſe 
To thynges that ben don / loo wylt thou ſe 
And yk thys maner of deſpoſytton referred be 
Un to the pure dyuyne intellygence 
Than ys hyt purueyance oz pꝛeſcience 
C But when thys ſame maner referred ys 
To thynges that ben meued # goucrned 
As olde men haue called hyt er thys 
Than ys hyt deſteny as J haue lerned 
Ful cone ys thys dyuerſpte dyſcerned 
Ok hym that ſeeth the myghtes of them bothe 
And eſely he ſhal wel ſe the ſothe 
¶ Foꝛ puruyeyance loo ys that reſon hye 

Ok god our aller pꝛynce ſouereyn 

By voyche / al he deſpoſeth myghtely 
But deſteny the very ſothe to ſayn 


N tif. 


¶ Thys ſouereyn thoght that al doth ſo deuyſe 


Liber Quartus. 

Loo ys that dyſpoſytton certeyn :- - 

wyche thes thynges ben annexed to 

That of ther kendes ben meueable ſo 

¶ By wyche the hye dyuyne pꝛelcience 

Al thynges in ther oꝛdynance enlaceth 

TThys puruepance loo hath thys excellence 
That al thyng at ones he enbꝛaceth 

Fro hys preſence ys no thynge that paſſeth 

Thogh they be Jnfynyte @ endles 

pet al he compꝛehendeth neuertheles 

C But deſteny in certen tyme & ſpace 

Syngulerly dyuydeth euery dele 

Deſpoſyng.hyt in meuyng tyme # place 

And when that thys delpolyng tempozel 

Is compꝛehended # referred wel 

Un to the onehed of goddes gouernance 

Than ys hyt ſothly called purueyance 

¶ But fo2 to haue conſyderation 

How they dyuyded in dyuers tymes be 

Th it ſelf oꝛdꝛe of thys deſpoſyption 

Than ys hyt hothly called deſteny 

And thogh they haue ſuche dyuerſpyte 

yet neuertheles ther may no thyng be ſother 

Then 5 one of them dependeth of p other 

¶ Fo: of ſymplycyte of purveyance 

Thys o2d2e fatal certen doth ptocede 

Ther ys the fozme of al that ozdynance 

1yght as a crafty man that wyl hvm ſpede 

A wotke to maken / fy2ſt he taketh hede 

And al the ſhappe deſpoſeth in hys mynde 

And ſyth the effect he bzyngeth to the ende 

\ C As he hath fyzſt deuyſed euery dele 


1} ar Liber Quartus 
And in hys thoght enpꝛented ſymplely 
He bꝛyngeth foꝛthe by oꝛdꝛe tempoꝛel 
Ryght ſo god al purueyeth ſyngulerly 
And to be don deſpoſeth ſtablely 
And when hyt fully ys veſpoſed ſo 
By deſteny he maketh hyt to be do 
¶ And whether thys erercyſe deſtynal 
By any ſpyꝛytes of the heuen on hye 
(That to thys purueyance entendeth al 
Oꝛ pk the ſoule doth hyt verely 
Oꝛ elles nature doth hyt kendly 
Oꝛ the meuyng ok the ſterres bꝛyght 
Oz elles angeles of the heuen lyght 
C Other elles by the fendes beſyneſſe 
By ſom of thes other by al in fere 
Thys oꝛdꝛe deſtynal perkoꝛmed ys 
pet loo thys ys ful open # ful clere 
And nedes Hyt muſt be lo in al manere 
That the ſtable c ſymple oꝛdynance 
Ok thyng to don ys called purueyance 
¶ But loo / the pꝛoceſſe of ſucceſſyon 
In wyche they ben per foꝛmed ſuyngly 
By the ſymple dyCpoſytton 
Foe ſeyn of god be fo2n eternally 
Loo deſteny men calle hyt ſykerly 
So al that euer ys vnder deſteny 
So muſt hyt vnder purueyance be 
¶ As ys the ſelf deſteny alſo 
And to that ſelf purueyance bothe 
Som thynges ben ſubiect that ben y do 
As after thys J chal declaren to the 
That q geyn ſtondech deſteny foz ſothe 
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Liber Quartus. 
And {ome to god appꝛocheth fo by lone 


That oꝛdꝛe deſtynal they paſſe a boue 


As dyuers compace on one poynt p pyght 
Upon the centre toꝛnyng al a boute | 
The Jnnermeſt compace to thy ſyght 
The wyche nerte to the centre ys wythoute 
A centre wyl hyt ſeme / hyt ys no doute 
And ſcmeth as hyt meueth neuer a dele 

A boute wyche ſo meueth al the whyle 

¶ But thys vttermeſt circumference 

That to thy ſyght ys largeſt in compace 
And ferreſt fro thys poynt in dyfference 


So muſt he meuen in a larger ſpace 


And he that negheth to that myddel place ; 
Compreſſed next to that ſymplycyte 
He ceſſeth foꝛ to meuen as ſemeth the 

¶ By lekely reſon he that ferreſt fleteth 

Fro the ſouereyn thoght of god on hye 

To deſteny the faſter he hym knetteth 

And he that can « wyl appꝛochen nye 

Thys ſouereyn centre-god ententyfly 

The more he ſtondeth in fredom x in eſe 

That deſteny ſhal lytel hym deſeſe | 

¶ Ryght as dyſcours of reſon may not be mete 
Un to the Intellect of mannes mynde 
Ne thyng that ys / to thyng that ys not yete 
Ne a lytel ſtound to tyme Wwythouten ende 
May not be leke tn woꝛthyneſſe of kende 

But as the poynt to the circumference 
Be twene them ys an hugey dyfference 
¶ Ryght ſo thys fatayl mutabylyte 
That alway ys ſo ful of varyance 


CY 


Liber Quartus. 
Rekerred to the hye ſymplycyte 
Ok the ſtable # ſouerevn puruepance 

Vyche that heuens hathe in gouernance 

He meueth ſterres he tempereth elementes 
Tranſ/ozmpng them by enterchaungementes 

¶ Ind al 5 nature doth on erthe bꝛede 

And co bydeth / ſhal fallen do wne ekte ſone 
Rene wyng them by frates c by lede 

He ſeeth alſo the woꝛkes that pe done 

And koꝛtunes he gouerneth euerych one 
Conſtreynynge wyth an Inſoluble bonde 

Ok cauſes Voyche that may not be wythſtonde 
¶ And ſyth thes cauſes paſſen fro ſo hye 

A grounde / as puruepance vnuarpable 

Than may J Cay ful wel & ſothfaſtly 

(That nedes mult hyt ben vntranſmutable 
That gouernance / moſt pꝛokytable 

when thys ſymplycyte of dyuyne thoght 
Oꝛdepneth cauſes wyche that fayleth noght 
C Thus in a certeyn oꝛdꝛe ſothe to fayn | 
(That ſtedfaſt ys # hyt may faylen neuer 

And but thys oꝛdꝛe gouerne & refrayn 
Thys wozdly thynges wyche that chaungeth euer 
Ful ſone they ſhal dyſſoluen c deſſeuer 
Fletynge / ryght as thynge of no valour 
And Wwhaueryng lo wythouten gouernour 
¶ And thogh ſo be that we may not beholde 
The cauſ?s of thys delpolption 

Ne ſe the ſkyleful o2dze as we ſholde 

(Ther koꝛe be we in perturbation 
Þyt ſemeth ous errour a conkulion 
pet ys hyt d2eſſed pf we vnderſtode 
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Liber Quartus. 
And wel deſpoſed euery dele to good 
¶ Fo: cauſe of euel ys no thyng verely 
Perfoumed of the worſt man that ys 
Foz as J haue declared plenerly 
They ſeketh good / but they ben led a myſſe 
By errour of ther owone wꝛecchedneſſe | 
Fo2 why that o2dze wyche that doth pꝛocede 
Fro ſoucreyn good / hyt may no wyght myſlede 
¶ But vn to thys perauenture Wylt thou ſap 


What confuſion may ther wozs be 


Syth good # badde indyfferent alday 

Now haue they welthe c now aduerſyte 
Now that they loue now Þ they wolden fle 
But wylt thou trow that men be now ſo wyſle 
That euery thyng mult be as they deuyſe 

¶ As whom them luſt to Jugen good oz badde 
Ok very foꝛce hyt mult be nedes fo 
In mannes dome dylcoꝛde ful ofte ys hadde 
Fo of thes one man / thes wyl demen loo 
That he ys Woꝛthy moche peyn # Woo | 
And thes wyl deme hyin worthy thanke # mede 
And yet the one muſt be deceyued nede | 
C But lete ous graunten here that any wyght 
(The good ⁊ badde may verely dyſcerne 
Now trowelt thou y they ben of ſuche a myght 
Fo: to enſerche the Innermeſt thoght 5 
Of mannes goſt & al that he hath wzoght | 
And clerely Jugen therof euery dowte | 
As men ar wont of bodyes here wythoute 

¶ As fo2 to Juge ther attemperure 

Ok dyuerſyte of ther complexion 

As gretly Wondzeth euery creature 


Liber Quartus 
That kno weth not by clere inſpection 
Ther kendes ne ther dyſpoſytions 1 66 3 
why thes acco2deth wel wyth thynges Twete 
Thes other moſt haue lo boꝛe a c wWete fozlete 

And ſeke folkes ben y cured ofte 

omme wyth ſharpe thynges ſpkerly 

And ſomme by thynge that eſy ys & ſofte 

But thys the leche knoweth verely 

That knoweth the maner of the malady 

Ther temperure c maner of ther hele 

Ok thys dyſcoꝛde he wondꝛeth neuer a dele 

C Ind what may be the helthe of thy cozage 
But honeſte vertu moſt of pꝛyce 

What ſekeneſſe may thy ſoule do damage 

But vnhoneſte & curſedneſſe of vyce 

But now what creature may be fo wyſe 

To [auen helthe & a voyden heuyneſſe, 

No VWwyght but god in certen as J geſſe 

C he ys the very leche of mannes mynde 

That fro the waytyng of hys purueyance 

He leeth what ys acoꝛdant to the kende 

Ok euerych that he hathe in gouernance 

And koz them ſo he maketh oꝛdynance 

To euerych as belongeth to hys helthe 

whether that ye deme hyt woo oz welthe . 
¶ Than ys thys noble wondze to your thoght 
And merueyl of thys oꝛdꝛe deſtynal 
When god al conynge / hathe that woꝛk y wꝛoght 
Hyt ſtoneth them that knoweth noght at al 

Foꝛ mannes connyng certen ys but {mal 

And mannes reſon lytel may dyffyne 

Ok thynges in the ſouereyn thoght dyuyne 
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That in the dome ys no dyſtynction 
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Liber Quartus. 

C Perauenture thou wylt demen of a wp 
That he ys Juft ⁊ trwe in hys entent 

yet in the purueyance ot goddes ſyght 
Ther falleth al a nother Jugement 

And a dome that ys ker dyfferent 

Loo as Lucanus my famylper 
In hys bokes wꝛote of thys mater | 
¶ The cauſe conupct as Cato gan deuyſe 
He demed beſt / that was Pompeius | 
But loo the goddes Juged other wyſe 
They demed Juſt the cauſe of Julius 
wherfoꝛe they maden hym vycloꝛvous 
So thynges don outwardly to thy ſyght 
yet ys hyt don by oꝛdynance of ryght 
¶ But yet as to thyn opynable wt 
Hyt ſemeth ouerthoꝛte confuſyon 
But perauenture J ſuppoſe pet 
Here ys ſom man of ſuche condytion 


aht 


But god man acco2deth al in one 
In Tugement that erfour ys ther none 
¶ But vpon happe ſo feynt hys cozage ys | 
That yf ther falle hym other than he Wolde 
Hyt ſholde hym cauſen foꝛ to don a myſſe | 
And to fozlete hys good cuſtumes olde 
By wyche / foꝛtunẽ myght he not wyth holde 
wher foꝛe the wyſe dyſpenſation | 
Kegardynge to hys dyſpoſytton | | 
¶ And ſeyng that by ſuche aduerſyte 
He ſholde be moche apeyzed & y ſhent 
Fo: why he ſpareth hym of hys pyte 
Ind geueth hym ſo as ys conuenyent 


Liber Quartus 

That he may kepe hym tru # Innocent 

And thes loo ſtont in vertu perfetiy 
Ind as a ſaynt ys Joyned god ful nye 
¶ Ol thes the hye dyuyne purueyance 
Wold dene hyt as koꝛ ſynne ⁊ felons 
To put vpon hym harmes oꝛ greuance 
He wyl hym noght be harmed bodely 
Ne be deleſed by no malady 
Thus \ayd one that of wyſedom was fulfplley 
That vertu hathe a ſapntes body bylded | 
C And often when aſtate of woꝛthyneſſe 
And gouernance ys geuen to the wyſe = 
That ys foꝛ to rebuken ⁊ repꝛeſſe 
(The vyce that wold encreſſen X a ryſe 
And ſom he ruleth in another vwyſe 
And as hym leketh enterchaungeth bothe 
Kyght as beſt ys foꝛ them hyt ys the tothe 
C Ind tom he ſuffreth ſoftly to be greued 
Leſt they outrage in ther welthes long 
And ſom Vyth ſharpe cho wꝛes to be meucd 
That vertu of ther coꝛage euer among 
By ble of pacyence be pꝛeued ſtrong 
And be confermed by that exercyſe 
And ſom be cauſe of very cowardyce 
¶ Ful nedeles of moche thyng they dꝛede 
wyche they may wel per oꝛme p ſothe to ſayn 
And thes loo ys ful hardy in hys dede 
Pꝛeſumyng mote then he may ſuſteyne 
To thes expedyent hyt ys thez a geyn 
To know them ſelfen by erperyence 
And thes loo foꝛ a name of excellence 


C Ful manly wyth deth he hath hyt boght 


| 


Liber Nuartus; 

Ind ſa he hath ſuſteyned peynes ſo2e 
As fot exfample euer to be thoght 
That men may ſeyn by 975 don be fore | 
That vertu Hathe Jnutict ben euermoꝛe 
And ys not harmed by aduerſyte 
But yk defaute of men them ſelfen be 
¶ Dow ryghtuouſly deſpoſed al a bowte 
And loo how wel thes thynges ben y do 
Ho ſo loketh thys he may not ben in dowte 
And fo: ther pzofet wham they falleth to 
Foꝛ to the wycked that betydeth ſo 
That now they haue deſeſe z now ther luſt 
To thes ſame cauſes may be wyſte 
C But when they ben in peynes c dyſtreſſe _ 
Ther ys no wyght that wondzeth neuer a dele 
Fo why they al wyl ſuppoſe d geſſe 

That x9 peynes were deſerued wel 
And thes peynes that thes wꝛecches fele 
Maketh other wꝛecches peynes fo! to fere 
And often foule vyces to fozbere 
¶ And alſo foꝛ ther awne amendement 
But thynges fallyng luſty to ther chyꝛe 
yt geueth men a myghty argument 
what they ſhold demen of thes welthes here 
Syth they to wꝛecches be famylyer 
And certenly J ſuppoſe as in thys 
That god deſpenſeth wyth ther Gowatoneſd 
CC Fo ſom men ben ther loo perauenture | 
That ben ſo impoꝛtune in ther malyce 
And eke co ouerthꝛowyng of nature 

That nede them maketh fallen in to vyce 


But than thys pꝛelcyence that ys lo wle 


| Liber Quartus. 

A genſt the perel of thys malady 
By woꝛdly plentey maketh remedy 
C Loo thes behaldeth-on hys conlciens 
Defouled ſo wyth lynne & curſedhede 
And ſeyth how grete a dyſconuenvence 
Than ys'betwene hys koꝛtune # hys dede 
Perauenture he falleth ſo in dꝛede 42 
Leſt that the vſe of thyng that doth hym eſe 
e may fo2fete-& by hys lynnes leſe | 

He chaungeth than hys cuſtomes euerychone 
Hym fereth fo hys foꝛtune to fozlete | 
And al hys vyces he fozfaketh fone | 
And thes hath loo thes wozdly welthes grete 
To wWyche in lothe hys meret ys vnmete 
And ſodenly the wzecche ys ouerthꝛowen 
And ſet at noght as hys deſertes awen 
¶ And ſom haue pouer # auctozyte / 
Loo whom them luſt to punyſſhen c dyſtrayn 
So that hyt may vn to the good be 
An exercyle of vertu the ſothe to ſayn 
And to the wycked man a cauſe of peyn 
Foz ryght as good c bad dyſcoꝛdeth euer 
Ryght ſo bad them ſelfe accoꝛdeth neuer 
And why not / lyth hyt falteth euery dap 
That they dyſcoꝛden in them ſelfen ſo 
{Ther conſcrence repꝛeueth them al way 
And okten tyme hyt kalleth that they do 
Som dede / p when the tyme ys ouer go 
Them telt they demeth in ther awne thought 
That better had that dede ben bnw2oght 
¶ Thys puruepaunce pt ye hyt vnderftode 


yt wozcheth here a wonder to er 


Liber Quartus. 

By bad men the bad he maketh good 
And fro ther vyces wonderly conuert 
Foz when the foules fele them fetfen ſmert 
when other wꝛecches hathe them harmed ſo2e: 
27 kalleth that they hateth them ther fore 

And whyle they coueyt vn to ſache men 
To be vnleke / that vſeth ſuche vnryght 
To frute of vertu they reſozteth than 
Foꝛ only thys ys thyng of goddes nder 1 
Byght as hyt leketh hym / hyt ys but lyght 
That bad thyng ys good as he deuyſeth 
when good effectes of the bad a ryſeth 
¶ Foz why in oꝛdꝛe al thyng embꝛaceth 
And what that fleteth fro thys oꝛdynance 
In to a nother oꝛdꝛe than hyt paſſeth 
Fo in the realme of certen purueyaunce 
That myghty god hath in hys gouernaunce 
Ther may no thyng be done vncertenly 
Ne but hyt haue a ſkyleful cauſe Wh 
CC. Foz vn to man in ſothe hyt langeth not 
To know al hys wonderful engyne 
As of the wozkes wyche that ben y w2oght. 
So by the hye purueyaunce dyuyne 1 
Ne them wyth wozdes fully dyftyne 
No creature hathe that habylyte 
But only thys ſuffyſeth / hyt to le 
C That god the fyꝛſt founder of nature 
Al thyng to good deſpoſeth he # d2eſſeth 
So fer koꝛthe that in euery creature 
The lekeneſſe of hym ſelf he empꝛeſleth 
And fo? to kepen thys / loo he repꝛeſſeth 
Al wycked thynges fro hys gouernaunce 


Liber Quartus. 

A voydyng hyt by fatal ozdynaunce 

C Foz why yt thou marke wel in thy mynde 

The purneyaunce that al 8.5 hag mookjy 

(Ther ys no thyng that 5 ſhalt bad kynd 
Thogh ſo be Þ thy wyttes fo ſuppoſeth 

Foz euery thyng wythyn hyt ſelf encloſeth 

Som maner cauſe of good hyt ys no dꝛede 

wher of ſom other goodes ſhal pꝛocede 

C But yet whyler J.ſavw the Wexen kaynt 

As fox the wyghtes of my queſtyon 

Thys long pꝛoceſſe hathe the ſoꝛe atteynt 

Som ſwete thyng of delectation 

Thou aſkelt foz a recreation 


Haue taſt of thys & ſtrenger ſhalt thou be 

Than / a hegher to aſcende after me 
Metrũ vj. 
Capitulum rf. 


7 


Si vis celli tura tonitis; 

Phia loquitur. 

[M73 Oo pk thou wylt behold ententyfly 

Y 5 : Wyth al the clere myghtes of thy mend 
The lawes of our ſouereyn god on hey 

Vp in to heuen thou mult thy wyttes ſend 

There euery thyng doth kepe hys cours ofkende 

The ſterres wyth aryghtuous allyaunce 

They kepeth there ther olde gouernauuce 

¶ And loo the bꝛyght ſonne hyt ys no doute 

The cold mone letteth neuer a dele 

And U:fa wyche that meueth rounde a boute 

The pole artyke tyght as hyt were a Whele 

Her olde cours ſhe kepeth wonder wele 

Thogh other ſterres meue in to the weſt 

To a byden ther a boue ſhe leketh beſt 

¶ And Heſperus the eue ſterre clere 


O iff 


Liber Nuartus: 
Loo ſheWweth hym ſelf be fore the derke nyght 


2 
And the luſtey terre Lucifer _ 
He bꝛyngeth by eſte a geyn the day lyght 
Thys perdurable cours they kepeth-ryght 
Thus al dyſcoꝛd by enterchaunged loye- 
Loo ys exyled fro the heuen a boue 
C Thys ſame accoꝛde of lone by ſtoundes mete 
Attempereth eke the fyghtyng elementes 
That dzouth may accoꝛde wyth the wete 
That hete ⁊ colde may haue conuenyence 
And though they kepe ther kendly reſiſtence- 
{The lyght tyꝛe yet algates vp aſceudeth 
And the heuy erthe contrary Way delcendeth 
¶ And by cauſes of the ſelf reſon 
D wete floures ſpꝛyngeth luſtely 
In the fayꝛe fyꝛſt ſomer ſeaſon | 
And ſo. the Hote Comer ſuyngly 
Mahketh the coꝛn to pypen haſtely- | 
And fo autumpnus bꝛyngeth fozth hys blede: 
Luſty frutes folkes fo2 to fede 
C Thys lame attemperaunce hyt vs no nay 
The wynter lo be dweth wyth the rayn 
Ab leuyng thyng hyt nozyſſeth ſoth to ſay 
And efte wyth deth retoꝛneth do wne a geyn 
The whyles ſytteth the maker ſouerepn 
welle x grounde both loꝛde q kyng ys he. 
Law a wyſe Juge-ofequyte 
C Thereynes of the world he hath in hand 

o makyng hyt to meuen & to go 
A reſtyng efte he maketh hyt to ſtande 
Foz thyng that kletteh euer to t fro- 


But yk that he enſtabelyſſhe hyt ſo 


Liber Quartus, 
Compellyng hyt to meuen in to rounde 
Pyt mult nedes faylen fro hys grounde 
C Ind fro the oꝛdꝛe wyche they now obſerue 
Thys loue comen to eyery creature 
Coneyteth them to kepen & conſerue 
The ende of good that ground ys of nature 
Foz in other wyle may they not endure 
But loue retoꝛne them in to vnyte 
Ok god on hye that cauſed them to be 

Pꝛoſa vin. Jam ne igitur vides, 
Capitulũ xiiji. Phia loquitur. 


Nupon al that we haue reherſed nono 
Boe?) J aſked what phia) ꝙ ſhe vt ys ful 
That al fortune ys good boe? ) y acked how (clere 
Phia) Ful ſone ꝙ ſhe that ſhal J ſhew the now 
Thou vnderftandeſt wel that thys ys ſothe 
That euery foꝛtune luſtey ys oꝛ lothe 
¶ vet ben they geuen foꝛ an exercyle 
Ok vertu to the good oz elles thus 
Is koꝛ a guerdonyng vn to the wyſe 
Oꝛ they ben geuen to the vycyous 
To punyſhe them that ben malycyous 
Oꝛ to coꝛrect them of ther myſdede . 
Thys ys the very cauſe hyt ys no dꝛede 
¶ Ind al that euer ys Juſt t pꝛokytable 
Wylt thou not hold hyt good Boe?) J layd yes 
Foꝛ why hyt ſueth ryght as reſonable 
To that ye haue reherſed here p wys - 

Of purueyance a deſteny er thys 

Ful fermely pour ſentence ys y knytte 

But ſaeth me one thyng pk pow leketh 2 
O lij. 


1 


: 
: 
l 
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C As ye haue put be foze a lytel en 
Acounteth foꝛtune now in thys degree 

ye layden that a rude comyner 

Can not beleue / ne wyl hyt not le ly 
PHta ) Ind wherto ſhal I ſpeke of that q ſhe 
Boe? )  J thys ſpeche of men ys vled wyde 
That euel foztune to ſom men doth betyde 
C Þhia ) And wylt p ꝙ ſhe p we negh nere 
Un to the comen vſed ſpeche than 


Leſt them ſeme that J go to ferre 
A bouen al the comen vſe of man 


Boe?) As leketh yow q J Phia ) 4 ſhe began 


Demeſt p not good that cauſeth good to encreſſe 
Boe? ) yes @ J foz ſothe I may Juge no leſſe 

C Phia) Now al that vertu ys enfozced by 
Other that cozrecteth any dede l 
Doth hyt not p2ofyten ) Boecius) yes ꝙ Þ 
Phia ) Than ys hyt good ſhe wythouten dzede 
Boectus ) Jn ſothe ꝙ J thys mult J graũten nede 
Phia) But thys ꝙ ſhe to them dothe apertenn 
That grounded ben in vertu p ſothe to ſeyn 
¶ That taketh bateyl wyth ſuche auentures 
whythſtandyng them wyth myghty pactence, 
Oꝛ hyt perteyneth to tho creatures 
That haue ledde ther lyfke in inſolence 
And lo to vertu doth ther dylygence 
Ther to enfoꝛſed wyth aduerſyte 
Boectus ) x thys @ J may not denyed be 


Phia) But when @ lhe foꝛtune of luſtyneſle 
To good men ys geuen fo2 ther mede | 


EE hyt then bad * voyl thes folkes gelle 
Boe? ) J ſayd.nay ful ryght ther wyl hyt rede 


Liber Quartus 

That thys koꝛtune ys good wythouten drede 
22 And What ꝙ ſhe when foꝛtune anguylous 

s beſtowed vpon the vycyous 12. 
¶ To pern them fox ther ſynnes ryghtuoully 
whether wyl they deme hyt good oꝛ noght 
Boe? ) Good wyl they not Jugen hyt q 
But Wꝛecchedneſſe p worſt that may be thoght 
Phia) Behald ꝙ ſhe now where we ben y bꝛoght 
As ſuynge thys vulgare opynyon 
In to a meruelous concluſyon 1 
Boe?) Þ aſked what PHta ) hyt ſueth here Þ ſhe 
Ok that we haue confeſſed plenerly 1 
Lo that ther may no wycked foꝛtune be 
To ſuche that haveth vertu perfetly 
Oz to tho that encreſſeth ought ther by 
N21 tho that doth in vertu fy2ſt begynne 
To vertu ſo conuerted fro ther ſynne 
¶ And they that dwelleth in ther wyckedneſſe 
What koꝛtune that them falle of wel oz woo 
Hyt ys myſchef to them # Wꝛeschedneſſe 
Boe? ) In ſothe y J hyt ſueth wel ther to 
Thogh no man wyl hyt graunt yet ys hyt ſo 
Pula) Foz why ſhe ſayd a wyſe & perfet man 
Sholde not lo ſoze grogen than 
¶ QA hen foꝛtune as a foo doth hem aſſaple 
Kyght as a ſtrong man ſhold hym not dyldeyn 
Then that he hyꝛeth rumour of batayl 
But therof ſholde he be ful glad d fayn 
Foz ſuche deſtreſſe a mater ys certeyn 
Foꝛ to conferme thes one in lapience 
Thes other in aſtate of excellence 
C Foz then her name vertu vſeth role, Fo 

ij. 
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Liber Nyartus; - - 
Al only when hyt ſtont in thys degre 
When hyt enkoꝛceth of hys propze myght 
To be not ouerthꝛoen by aduerſyte 
And to-yow that in encrece of vertu be 
Pyt belongeth not to lede a luſty Iyffe 
Wwyth euerp foꝛtune haue ye taken ſtryffe 
C And a bateyl wonder charpe c ene 
Loke how ye can pow kepe in thys dyſtreſſe 
To ſet your ſelfen, in a myghty mene | 
So that her ſoꝛowes no thyng yow oppꝛelſe 
Ne that ye be not by her luſtyneſſe | 
Co:rupt / fox al that a boue thys mene a eth 
Oꝛ ys benethe felycyte deſpyſeth 
C And chal no mede as foꝛ hys labour take 
Fo! in your avone handes put ys hyt 
your pꝛopze foztune / wyche pe wl make 
Fo: yf hyt ſeme charpe vn to your. wyt 
Loo exercyſe of vertu geueth hat 
Oꝛ elles po w conuerteth fro your ſynne 
Oꝛ punylleth yo w that wyl a byde theryn 
Gamenon the bengeour ok heleyue 
ie N A bateyl held of zerus twyes fyue 
[x so he deſtroped troy a wanne a 1 
“The lame helpue Þ was hys b2od wyffe- 
But when he fyꝛſt gan ſtyꝛe hym to that ſtryffe 
Hym lacked wynde to ſayle on the flod 
And ſone he boght hyt wyth hys doghter blod 
C And ſo he made hym ſelfen pyteles 
In ſacryfyce he tloo hys doghter dere 
Alſo when that noble Ulixes N 
In the ſee had ſayled many pere api 
He wepte bus mapne Wyth a ruthful chere 


Liber-Ntrartus, 
Foz Poliphemus daryng in hys dene 
So ferſly had denoured al hys men 
C But Ulires ful warely gan eſpye 
Whan that thys Poliphemus was a ſlepe 
And ſodenly than put he oute hys ye 
And Poliphemus tho be gan to lepe 
And koꝛ malyce # anguyſhe weyle 4 wepe 
wher of Ulires was ful blythe # gladde 
In vengeance of the harmes that he hadde 
C. Ind Hercules gate hym a noble name 
By labours wyche that hard were & grete 
Fyiſt the pzoude Centaurus made he tame 
The L von kers out of hys kynne he gete 
And Arppas eke wyth aroes he ſhete 
And golden apples wych the dꝛagon kepte 
He gate them whyle the cruel dragon ſlepte 
¶ And Cerberus the foule hounde of helle 
Wyth a the folde cheyn he bounde ful laſt 
And dyomede the tyrant fers x fel ; 
He made hys horſe deuoure hym at laſt 
Upon the ſerpent Idꝛa kyze he caſt 
And ſo he bent hym in to aſches colde 
That no man hys venem noyen ſhold 
When Achilaus made hym ſelf by craft 
leke to a bole wyth Hercules to fyght 
Than Hercules hys hoznes hym be rakt 
And fully hym deſpoyled of hys myght 
Achilaus in to a.ryuer ryght 
For ſhame he lepte hyd hym ſelfen there 
And on the lande he darſt no moꝛe apere 
¶ Antheus the geaunt of Libie 
That on the grounde hys myghtes wolde ren we 


Liber Nuartus. 

Thus Hercules hym Cloo ful manfully 
'Upon hys bꝛeſt & to the grounde hym thiwe 
And Cakus the thefe that was vntrwe 
He \loo c Euanderus Ire he peſed 
That of Cakus often Was deſeſed 
¶ And ouer thys he loo the myghty boꝛe 
Wyth hoos foom hys ſhulders marked Were 
But than hys laſt labour kurdermoꝛe 
was When he on hys necke heyens bere 
And of thys labour he deſerued there 
That heuen fo2 to haue to hys mede 
ye myghty men to thys ye taketh hede 
( Now haſteth pow the hye way to wende 
Kyght as ye may by thys example ſe | 
pe nyce men c maſed in your mynde 
why wyl ye not fyght a genſte aduerſyte 
wyth vertu / lyth ye may lo ſyker be 
Ho ſo in erthe hathe the victory 
He ſchal be woꝛthy to the heuen on hye 

Explicit Laber Quartus. 


¶ In thys chapytre hiloſophia confermeth her exhoꝛtation / by exiũ 
ple of iii. myghtp men / of lynguler dedes that they had done. Aga 
menon. Uhircs . +Bercules. And fot cauſe often tymes men eſchevp 
eth grete actes fo2 lache of cozage / vvpche cozage ps blemeſſhed 03 op⸗ 
pꝛelled: by iii. thynges in ſpecpal. C her foꝛe he reherſeth of thes vver 

epours,ccrten dedes / in vvyche they ſhevved the myght ok ther cox age 
not hurt ne blemeſſyed by none of thes cauſes, ne thyng ps that 
often letteth + vvythdꝛaeth the koꝛte of mũãnes toꝛage / fro myghty and 
manlp dedes / that ys tendzeneſſe of herte and affection that he hathe 
other to vvoꝛdly ehynges vvpche he delyteth vpon / Other to vvpffe 2 

chyldꝛen / kynred / oz frenſhyppe / vvpche he kepeth not to dyſpleſe in 
bvpthdzapng hys pꝛeſente / nether in any other ous! that ine be 
cauſe of moznypng oꝛ heupneſſe . But a geynſt thys carnalpte / he 
— the ayes of JIgamenon . That vvhen he vvas fa tos | 
s the ſege*of Tope / vvhen he tame to the Jle of Julpdes / / 


Liber Quartus. 5 

yym lacked vvynde . Then vvas hyt ſhevved hym by vvycches x 
dyuynours / that pt he vvolde haue vvpnde: he muſt flee hys doghter 
Ephigente / 4 bzenne her in latrytpte tothepleſance of Dpane. Ind 
not vvythſtandyng that he loued hys doghter paſſyng al-thynge / yet in 
hope of vyctoꝛp / he put a vvap the tendzeneſſe of faderly afﬀfection/and 
made hys hert pyteles to hys dere doghter / lo ſioo her in ſacryfyce . 
And ſo had he vvynde to hys vvpl / x ſupnglp the vpctozy as he deſpred 
¶ The lecond!thynge that letteth a mannes toꝛage ys: vvhen he hath 
ſepn manp perplhe koꝛ a certeyn purpoſe : vvpch hym ſelf deſpꝛeth / and 
kevve 02 none attepn hyt vvyth pzolperyte. Z gepn thys a baſſhe 
ment / he putteth the ſecond exſample of Alires. vvyche vvhen he had 
. peres erred ſaplyng in the ſee after the deſtruttion of Tꝛoye 3 ſuffred 
many myſſe aduentures / x ſpecyally in tranſfozmation + leſpnge of hys 
feloſhyppe : by the curſed ench zuntereſſe Circes , Here he tellethe hovv 
the grete gyant Holiphemus vvyth one pee in hys frount / had dcuozed 
s deſtroped hys people / Ind not vvythſtandynge the myſcheffe that al 
hys people had ſuffered / yet Ulires a baſſhed hym noght / but vvapted 
vvhen thys gpant vvas aſlepe /; ſodenly put oute hys yee ; Ind theu 
vvas he ſyker of hym / that he myght harme hym no moꝛe . + ſo he ven 
ged the moꝛder of hys meyne ( The moꝛalpte of thys fable ys 
thys . Holiphemus ys as moche to fay / as leſpnge of fame» And he 
that recketh not of hys fame / map vvet be called one peed. Fox he xe- 
gardeth not that ys to tome: ne that ys paſſed . but only to hys pꝛeſent 
luſtes . But Ulixes the vvyſe man ! hathe regard bothe to that ys 
gon: to that that ys to come /+#quencheth in tym ſelf thys one ye of 
thes pꝛelent luſtes. And thogh ſo be that al the vvonlde for the moze | 
part / by raueſſhynge of thys one ye / pereſſeth / foloynge thes momen⸗ 
taney luſtes : and vnnethes any man ys that can oz vvyl refrayn the: 
pet Ulires the vvyſe mi : vvyl ſtoppe er not excuſe hym by the / 
comen ertuſe of vvzecches ſapnge: Ho ps he that map vvythſtand hys / 
deſyꝛes / ſyth lo many myghty men + vvyſe haue ben dyſcomfete of ther 
luſtes . But he vvyl myghtly repꝛeſſe thes paſſyons by good gouerndce 
Ind fo venge hym ſelf vpon hys goſtely enemy. 1 
be thy:de thynge that a baſſeth the toꝛage: ys covvardyce: vvhe a 
m4 haldeth hym ſelf vnable to the labour that he puryoſeth / and hys 
myght vnluffycyane + vnmete to reſyſte that: that vvythſtandethe hpg 
vvyl x entent . A genſte thos covvardyce : philoſophi2 Inducethe 
the ri. labours of the myghty main Hercules / vvpche lemeth to euery 
mannes hyiynge kerre to excede the mpght ol any man. yet not vvyth 
ſtandyng Hercules a baſſhed neuer hys cozage : but myghtely pfozmeg 
hys entent # purpos. vyvherefoze as philoſophia contludeth he vvas 
xevvatded vvyth a ſouereyn geft and made a bꝛyght ſhynyng ſterre in 
the heuen a boue . C »ythes mvghty manueslabours / ys geuen 
to ous an erſample / that ther may no thynge a baſſhe the coꝛage of A 
vvyſe man: vvher by he ſ1olde lene the labour of vertuous leuynge / ne 
bodely erercyſe in vertu ſhal not ſeme hym ouerhard to hys myghe / but 
that he may perfoꝛme nys entente + luſt . ſo ſhal hys deſyꝛe be enforced 
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-bvas vncurable. @hethy:de tyme hyt fel that Hercules vvpthhyg 
uenũ / Ind vvhen he tarped fo? caryage of hys vvyffe: Nefſus Centau 


Liber Quartus. 


bvyth deſp1e x ful hope to heuenly Jop. | Duin 
¶ Che tyꝛſt labour: the pꝛoude Centaurus made he tame: Sk thes 
Centaurus ys ſayd be fozn / That Jxion gate them ok a clude / vvhen 
he vvolde haue oypꝛeſled Juno. But vvhat vvple that Hercules tamed 
them / hyt ps expꝛeſſed by the commentoꝛ thus. vvhen that thes Cen 
taurus in a certen tyme vvere come to gedꝛes in the mount of z heloe 
to a plep that vvas called Paleſtta vvpche vve calle vvzaſtelyng'/ Hee 
cules (o ſoze aſſet them in vvꝛaſtelpug / that they bledde, ¶ Alia 
a not her tyme Hertules comyng oute cf ſpayne vvas logged in the den 
of Cyꝛo Centaurus that vvas one of the theffe maſters. And as thys 
Tyio handeled an aroe / vppth vvpche Hercules hadde ſlapn a ſerpent 
the venemous aroe fel vpon hys fote / and made hym a vvonde / that 


loue Deiamta toznyng tovvard hys contre / co me to the ryuer of Hes 


rus bade hym \bvymme ouer befo2e : + he vvold biyng her after. Ind 
bvhen that Hercules vvas come to lande / he loked after hys vvpffe / 


he lavv Centautus a boute for to oppꝛeſſen her / Ind a none vvpth & 


venemous aroe he ſhet hym thoꝛo the hert + ſivve hym. And thus he 
tamed the proude Centaurus. ¶ To the litceral trut he of thys 
tale. Ixion that vvas called the fader of thes Centaurus / vvas the 
fyrſt that oꝛdeyned hoꝛſemen fo2 to ryde in grete / and gadꝛed ofthem a 
hundied + vvaſted loꝛe the contrey . Ind vvhen the rude people dyd ſee 
them ſo ſmartly pzyckrng in and oute / they vvend hyt had ben beſtes / 
half hozs and ha'f me. Ind at laſt thes myghty Hercules faught vvith 
them +#yeſtroped them. C Vythes Centaurus geten of the cloude 


map be vnderſtande ſuche men as ben exalted in to hye aſtates / not by 


meret of ther vertues / but by fauoux oflozd{hpppe / x by ther vayn ple 
ſaunce. They ben half beſtes + hal men / beſtly in ther leupng raue 
ners v extoitponers: + leke in pleſaunte to ther loꝛdes Hertules the 
vertuous (hal ſpate none offence of ther hye aſtates ne diede ok ther 
tyz ny / but boldly repꝛeue them of ther vyces / + make them toloke ag 
men ſholde . C The ſecond of Hercules'vvas that he ſtrepte 
the Lyon out of hys fkyn The truthe of thys labour vvas thys 2 
Ther vvas apaſiyng hugy Lyon in thcfozeſt of Nemeas : vbpche (028 
a frayed the people of the contrep . vvpche Lion hertules flbve /n ſtrept 
the (kyn : + bare vvyth hym in lygne of vrtto p. Pythys Lyon pg 


vnderſtande / ptoude s fers ty1antes : that d lyteth al in rauen and py 


lyng of the people / hauyng no pytey vpon the poure . FThes men 
a vertuous man ſholde (poyle of ther poure / + ſtiffer none ſuche to bert 
aſtate of off-ce, 4 
¶ E be thyꝛde labour vvas that he ſher the herpyas vvyth atoes. 

¶ Spneus put oute the pees of hys ſonnes / becauſe they had accuſed” 
ther ſtepmoder of adultetp. vvherfoze by Jugement of goddes he 
bvas blynded hym ſelf / and had certen foules a boute hym vvpth map⸗ 
den heddes / that defopled hys table 4 bare-a vvay hps mete. Thes 


faules Hercules ſivve and dioue oute of contrep 4 
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CT By thes Herppas map vvel be vnderſtande rennets oz ryders ouer 
the contre / couered vnder l0zdſhyp/ as menſtrelles i Joculers and ſuch 
other / that cometh in to houſeholdes of vvozthy men / eteth and de- 
uozeth ther vptelles / And but thep haue alſo geftes / thep vbyl 
defoule the table / deſpyſyng the perſons / Ind vvhen they ben paſſed / 
— bylenouſiy by al the houſehold, Suche people a vertuous man 
olde not cheryſche for fere of vvoꝛdes / but rebuke them of thys foule 
maners / and ſo deſtroy that foule vyce and vnhoneſt vſage. | 
¶ The fourth labour vvas : that he gate th? golden apples fro the dza 
gon. As Lucanus feyneth Athlaus had vii. doghters / vvyche had 
8 garden kul of golden apples / vvych garden vvas taken to kepe to a 
d3agon / that alvvay vvas vvahpng. But Hercules by crafte made 
thys dragon to ſlepe / and ſo bare a vvay the apples: and bioght them 
to Euriſtens the kyng. By thes vit. doghters of Ithlaus / ben 
vnderſtande the vil. artes liberal. Thes damſeles haue a garden / that 
ps the lybzary diſperſe a monges clerkes. Fppel trees ben bones / the 
apples ben ſotel ſentence of vvpledom / vvpch the vvakynge diagon / 
that ys theſenfualyte of man hathe to kepe. vvych ys euer vvakyng to 
luſtes and delptes / and ſo letteth the ſoule fro comnpng. But Her⸗ 
cules the vertuous man oppꝛeſſeth hys ſenſualyte by good gouernaunte 
Co that hyt lettech hym noght fro ſtudey / Ind ſo by hys good belpneſfe 
he geteth the krute of al the vit. ſcience, 
¶ The b. labour vvas vvhen he bound Cerberus the foule hound of 
helle. Ok thes Cerberus the fable ps thys. Plirritous vvold vvedde 
thequene of helle. And he called Hercules # Theſeus / other mpghtp 
men to helpe hym. Ind vphe chep came to helle / leſt Cerberus the poz 
ter ſholde lette them of ther purpoſe / Hercules bounde hym vvpthe a 
chepn of adamant; Thequene of helle map vvel be called vvozdlp 
vvorlhypp / vvych Pirritous deſpꝛeth. But he taketh vvyſe men to hys 
counſel. And Cerberns vvyth (i, heddeeMecules byndeth / That ys 
2pde / Juarpce and Lechozp. Thes til, hed ſynnes letteth a man 
o be vvo2zſhypful / vvhere foz the vertuous man byndeth x reſtreyneth 
them vvytha treble chepn of vertues, And vvhen that thes vyres be 
lo repzeſſed by vertues / a man map not faple to be vvorſhypful. 
¶ Che vi. labour vvas that he made diomede to be eten-of hys avvne 
hozs. The fable ys thys . Diomede kyng of Trace / fedde hys 
hois vvpth mannes fleſſhe : vvher koꝛe he vſed to flee hys geſtes for hys 
hoi. But at laſt came Hercules and llvve hym / Ind made hys hoꝛſe 
to ete hym . And kynally ſloo the ſame hos. Thys Diomede beto- 
keneth a vvaſtour that pylleth and deſpoyleth the people / foz to mapn- 
teyn hys grete a ray / vvych paſſeth the ſuffyſaunce of hys aſtate. But 
a vertuous man Chal beſey hym felf foꝛ to deſtrop ſuche maner lcuers / 
compelle them fox to lene by ther avvne good: But vvhen they map 
not contynue that a ray vvythoute rauen and robbery / ther hoꝛs and 
ther a ray biyngeth them to noght . ſo that of nede they muſt leue hyt 
and leue as they map. | C The vii. labour vvas / that 
ue bzent the ſerpent Jdza, Jn the ryuer of Lerne vvas a ſerpent vvyth 
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many heddes / And euer pf one vvere cut of / ther vbvare 10. ther fo3e/ 
Ind vvhen that Hercules hadſhotte hym + no thyng a vayled / at ta 
he made a boute thys ſerpẽt a hugep hepe of vood : 4 after ſet hyt a ye 
+ lo bꝛent thys ſerpent. Thys fable ys toched be foe + in part declared 
¶ The viii. labour ys of Fchilaus. the fable ys tips. Hercules and 
Achilaus 'vvzeſſheled to gether fo2 the mapden Dianer / + vvhen that 
Achilaus feld hym (elf at the vvorſe / he rozned hym ſelf ſodenly in to 
a ſerpẽt / 4 ſippte out of hys handes.-Ind Hercules eftſones caught hym 
| vvas in poynt to vverp hpm . And then Jchilaus tozned hpm ſelf in 
to abole. So Hercules a none toke hym # threvvHym to the ground # 
bieke hys hozne . + he foz ſhame lepte in to the vvarer +hydhym, 

The truthe ofthys fable ys thys Achilaus ps a rpuer be tvvene grece 
1 Calcedoyne. Jn thys Calccdoyne.regned a kyng named Genus hole 
doghter Bercules taueſſhed. And compng to thys rruer vvhe he mig he 
not paſſe hyt he ſtopped an arme of hyt + dꝛped hyt/ + ſo he paſſed vvith 
hys loue. By thys kynges doghter map be vnderſtand vertu / vvpche 
Hertules the myghty man couepteth foz to haue. Ichilsus betokeneth 
the ſenſualyte / vvych in youth hylep vvpthſtandeth a man that bvold 
be vertuous . But kyiſt the ſenſualpte as a lerpent aſſapleth hym by ma 
ny ſyde vvapes / Ind vvhen thys myghty man hath ouercome al tho ſer 
pentes deteptes / he tozneth in to a bole vvyth 11. hoznes / Lechozp / 4 
Glotony . But thys one hozne of Lechozy / the vertuous man bieketh 
2 vttcrly deſtropeth. + then ys the ſenſualpte ouertome / Foꝛ the other 
hozne of glotony vvyl lyghtlp of a vertuous man be put vnder by good 
gouernaunte. So thys bole lepeth in to the rpuer the ſenſualyte ps re⸗ 
pꝛeſſed 4 keleth hym ſelf by penance / and fo vvpnneth the myghty man 
vertu to hys loue. | | 
Che ix. labour ys of Intheas the grete geaunt / vvpch vvas geten 
of the erthe / Ind euer as he toched the erthe / he renued hys ſtrengthe 
vvyth vvych geaunt Mertiner vpꝛaſteled / But alvvap vvhen he ſemed 
dyſcomfeted / fallyng to ground he became as freſſhe as he vvas befoze 
Than Þercules perteupug thys toke hym in hys armes / Aleyd hym on 
hvs bieſt / and ſo ſtrepned hym to deth by ſtrengthe: + ſo caſte hym to 
the grounde / thus deſtroyed he the geaunt. Bpthes Intheus map 
be vnderſtand vvozdly couetyce / vvych encreſſeth + renueth hys ſtregth 
by tochyng of the groũd. Fox touetyte vvpl not be quenched by plenty 
of vvordlp good / but rather ys ther by renued + enfozced. Yercules the. 
the vertuous man / ſtreyneth thys couetyce vvpthyn hys bꝛeſt / + vvyth 
dracth bye vtterly fro vvozdly good / + ſo he quencheth the tuſt that he 
Had ther on / + putteth hyt holelp in vertu + in vvyſedom. 

C The x. labour ys of Cakus the theffe of Libia vvych Hercules dyl⸗ 
comfeted+#fivve. Che fable ys thyͤs. Ther vvas in the mounte 
Fucntyne a monſtre / that ſpete fyꝛe at hys mouthe / robbyng v deſpop 
lyng the people of the contrey . Ind he vvas the ſonne of vulcane / by 
dvhom Enander kyng of the land vvas gretly a noped. And Hercules 
tomyng by that contre / bxyngyng vvyth hym out of ſpayn grete plenty 
of beſtes / thys Cakus tale tiii.bolles # as many keyn : +dzoe them in 
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66 hys den by the taples bacvvard / that the ſtappes ſholde not be ſepn 
2822 And Hercules by eſtimation eſpped vvhere they vvere / and 

dꝛoe Cakus out of hys denne / and ſloo hym. and ſo he eled the kyng 
deſtroyng hys enemy. ¶ The mozaipte ys thus. By thys Lakus 
map be vnderſtand pꝛyde. He ſpeteth kyꝛe at hys mouthe / hye vvotdes 
of malpce and manace : He ps vulcanus ſonne. Foz that vyce ys appꝛo 
wat to the deuel that fyzſt hyt founde , De vvaſteth and deuozeth any 
eleth al that he may / and lo harmeth the contre; Foz a pꝛoude man 
vvaſteth moche in hys a ray + other expenſes / that al that ben a boute 
hym ben noyed ther by. Euander the reſon that ys kyng of the ſoule 
may not ouercome hym / foz he vvyl not vvoꝛche by hym / He dareth 
in hys den: ſyttyng in mannes hert he ſteleth iii. bolles of Hercules 
he oppꝛeſleth the iii. cardynal vertues / as many heyn / al other ver- 
tues that ben vnder them. Foz a vzoude man ys myghtles / vntempe⸗ 
rate / vnvvare + vnryghtuous. Tips theffe Hercules that ys conſcieng 
elpyeth : and dꝛaeth out thys the fe pzyde out of the here / and ſleyth 8 
deſtroythhym / and ſo hath he hys beſtes a geyn / that be vertues, Ind 
— t vvas ouer come / novv regneth in the ſoule as kyng in pete 
and reſte. 
¶ The ri. labcur ys of the boze that Hercules (Ivve; In azchadia 
vvas a myghty bore that vvaſted the regyon ſoze . vvych Dercules hun 
ted and at laſt thys boze toꝛned vn to Percules + (mote hym in the (hul 
der / and marked hyt vvyth the foom of hys mouthe. 2725p thes boze 
map be vnderſtand the vyce of the fleſſhe / vvpche vvaſteth foule a mũ 
gys ſubſtance : Thes vyces Hercules the myghty chaceth and hunteth / 
in vvpl to deſtroy them: But thys bote tozneth and aſſayleth Hercy 
les: Foz hytchaunceth ofte / that a ful myghty man in vertues: that 
purſueth 4 hateth al vyces / ps aſſapled + t?pted vvpth the ſynne of the 
kleſſhe / # perauenture ys marked fallyng theryn . But one vycyous dede 
berpueth not the habyte of vertu: but matath a man mote vvare: and 
dylygent foz to kepe hym. ſelf / and ſo at laſte he ouercometh hys fleſſhe 
and ſleyth thys boze of luſte andlekyng . 
¶ The xii. labour vvas thys: after the fable of Puyde. Athlas the 
myghtp geaunt / in the geauntes batayl /fyghtyng a genſt the goddeg 
a boue / baze heuen vpon hys ſhulder : Ind vvhen that h ſavve Hertu 
tes come to hym / after hys other labours / he vvas vvery of fyghtyng 
x alſo of thys burden / pzayd hym to helpe hym to bere heuen / Ind 
ne toke and baze hyt mygh*ely. vvherby he deſerucd to be made a fapz 
ſterre in heuen. The truthe vvas thys . Athlas vvas a cheffe aſtro 
nomer / vvhere foze he vvas ſapd that he bare heuen / the connynae of 
Heuenly thynges. But vvhen Athlas dyed / vvych deth ps a reſt and 
a refreſſhyng to the vertuous / Hertules toke heuen vpon hys 
ſhulder , The moꝛalpte may be thus. The batapl of geauntes 
ps the enforſpnge of gooſtly myghtes a genſt the goddes a boue / that 
ps a genſt natural intlination to vyces / vvyche ys canſed by conſtella 
ttons / But agenſt thes inclinations / he may fyght beſt / that hathe 


connyns of aſtronomy . Foz to ſerche the myghtes of the planetes koz 
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tetten tymes / and knovveth allo hovv thes vycious inclinations den 
cauſed . But at laſt he muſt leue the labour of aſtronomy compelled yp 
age / vvhen al hys paſſpons ben ceſſed: and then Herules taketh heuen 
vpon hys ſhulder : and geueth hym Holly to heuenly contemplation, 
And lo he deſerueth by thys labourſpecyally to be made a tyteſen of he 
uen. C Loo thus muſt every enyghty man that vvyl de 
ſeruen heuen. Fyꝛſt lothe and abhozre the monſtres of ſynne: bothe in 
hym ſelf : and allo in other: and at laſt leuyng al outvvard occupation / 
geue hym holly to letue god: iu pꝛaper and contemplation: and ſo may 
he be ſyker of al that he defpzeth, 

C To vvhom ſo euer the mozalyte of thes fables be plefaſit 03 vnluſty 
vvete —.— that they lacketh al in ſom thynges lytteral truthe . But 
a fable lackyng lytteral truthe vnexponed : ps noght elles but a leſpng. 
And as holy lexipture ſaethj / al that euer doth oz ſpeketh leſpng / al de 
F hone moja the pptte ok helle .'Uvherfoze after mp ſymple tonnpnge / 


haue moꝛ alyſed the in my maner: leupng the cotrection to other that 

en clerkes and moze tonnpng in that ſcience. Foz ſyth hyt aperteneth 

not to holy vvzpt : cUexy man vbvpthout offence : map ſay that hym fe 
meth moſt lekclp to truthe . 
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; , NET ee | 
6 4 2 apenthe had ſayd ſhe gan her ſelfen hye 
„o other thynges treted foz to be * 
| Arour noble exhoztation Þ ]] 
. FWY/ASSFul worthy hyt ys ok hye auctoꝛyte 

But yet whyle er as J remembꝛe me 
ye dyd ſpeke of dyuyne p2eſctence 
How hard hyt ys J haue erperyence 
. C Ind al belapped wyth demaundes fele 

Encomberous to any mannes wyt 
Ful-daungerous ys that mater wyth to dele 
But now J pray pow that ye ſay me yet 
yk happe be ought / what maner thyng ys hyt 
PHta ) I ſpede me ꝙ ſhe fot to pay my dette 
Ok thynges that whyle er J the behete 
E And koꝛ to. ſet the in a redy way 
o that thou myght retoꝛne in to thy land 

Thys mater that thou aſkeſt ſothe to ſay 
Though hyt be good to know e vnderſtand 
Loo yet thys purpoſe that we haue on hand 
Som what hyt ys tmpertynent ther to 
And furdermoꝛe hyt ys to dꝛede alſo 
C Leſt of thy wayes that thou faynt & faple 
As koꝛ thy Joꝛney that ys onergone 
And leſt thou ſuTyle not to thy traueyle 
To that thou halt hereafter foꝛ to done 
Boe?) Then dꝛede pe not q J let me alone 
Foz thys ſhal be ryght as a tyme of reſt 
To hyde of thyng that me delyteth beſt 
C And namely ſyth your p2oceſſe al a boute 
By dyſputation co fozmally. oo 
Concluded ps / hyt may not ben in doute 
Of that ye wyl enducen ſuyngly- 44 
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Phia) Ayght as p; wylt ꝙ ſhe ryght ſo. wyl 1 
And ſhe be gan to declare in thys Wye 
what euer he be ꝙ ſhe p wyl deuyſe | 
¶ That happe ys ſuche a thyng that ſhold be kal 
wythouten cauſe oz (kyle of gouernaunce 
Than lap I thus / that happe ys nought at al 
But an Jdel name & of no vaylatnce 
Syth god hath ſet al thyng in oꝛdynaunce 
How [hold there any place then be 
To Wonken thynges in vncertente 15 
C Foz tru y nogh thys ſentence hath be holde 
Loo that ther may no thyng be don of nought 
Thys ſentence reuoked neuer faders olde 
Ok one begynner al thyng muſt be w2oght 
yet thys was not the conceyt of ther thoght 
Tho al thyng haue a maker pꝛyncypal 
They dyd mene of ſubtect materyal 
¶ For that they put as foꝛ a fundament 
And that hath euer reſon of nature 
Than wyl hyt ſuen clere and conſequent 
Thys may wel pettyue euery creature 
yk any thyug were don by aduenture 
wythouten cauſes wher of to pꝛocede 
Than mult hyt come of nought hyt ys no dzede 
C But ſyth thys may not be in no mayer _ 
Than happe may not be called ſykerly 4. 
Suche as we dyffyned haue wohyle er 4 
Boectus ) what ys ther than no manerthyng oY 
That chaunce oꝛ happe ys called ckylefullx/ 
Oꝛ ſuche a thyng ther ys tu folzẽ vnkno we 
wher to thes name belangeth as ve tre 
C Phia) yes myne Ariſtoteles ꝙ ſhe 
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In 114 boke of phylyke naturel 
Bꝛeffely he ſheweth what 1 chold be 
Ful nye the truthe dyffyneth he hyt ful wel 
Boe? ) And how ꝙ J phia) Lo thys ys euerp dele 
@ che that wyteth Ariſtoteles 
Ok thys mater / & hyt ys no les 
¶ As often as ther ys a woꝛke y W2oght 
As koꝛ a certen purpos of entent 
Ind then of other cauſes vnbethoght 
Betydeth other wyſe then was be ment 
Loo happe thys may be called verament 
As yl hyt luſt a man to delffe hys lande 
And hydde theryn a ſomme of golde he founde 
C Of ſuche a thyng men demeth ſykerly | 
Loo that a ſoden aduenture hyt ys 
yet came hyt not of no thyng pardey 
But pꝛopꝛe cauſes were be fon y wyſſe 
The concours of wych cauſeth ths 
But foꝛ hyt fel vnware a vnbethought 
Hyt lemeth folke that happe hut hath y wꝛoght 
¶ Foꝛ but the telyer had dolue hys ground 
And eke the hyder put hyt in that ſtede 
Thou mayſt wel ſeyn the gold had not be found 
As in that maner Wyſe hyt ys no dꝛede 
(Thes cauſes ben of aduenturous dede 
when that they mete # ben aſſembled ſo 
wythouten certen purpos to be do 
¶ Fot he that dalf # he that hyd hyt there 
- Purpoſed.not thou mayſt ſuppoſe Hyt wel 

That gold to haue ben found in that maner 
euer one of them bethoght hyt neuer a dele 


P ij. 


2 


- N 
But ryght as J haue ſayd hyt ſo befel 


(That in the ſame place where thes hyt hyd 
That other dalf # found as hyt betyde 
C Now then in choꝛt to make an ende of al 
And to make a fynal dyffynytion | 
Loo hap ys ſuche a thyng that doth befalle 
No thyng purpoſed of entention 
Ok dyuers cauſes metyng in to one 
In thynges that foꝛ ſom what were y W2oght 
But vn to that that ys be falle / noght | 
¶ But thys vneſcheuable ozdynaunce 
Wyche that the wel hed pꝛocedeth fro 
Ok the hye dyuyne puruepaunce 
wythouten wyche ther may no thyng be do 
That maketh thes cauſes to concurren ſo 
That al thyng deſpoſeth kendly | 
In pꝛopꝛe place. tymes certenly . 
Metrum . Vupis achimenie ſcopults. 
Capitulũ ifi. Phia loqui iur. 
—IIgris and Eufrates ſpꝛyngeth bothe 
Out of a cee rocke of Ermeny _.; 
Out of one Wei hed to ſay the ſothe 
wher men ben wont to fyghten wonderly 
In flyght they harmeth them that ſueth nye 
Ther ſharpe dartes in ther bꝛeſt fyryng 
So when they fleyth ther foes moſte noyng 
¶ Thes ryuers bothe ben dylioyned lone 
And renneth in to dyuers ſtremes grete 
And after that they kallen in to one 
where that they in a nother place mete 
The ſhyppes than x ſtockes that ther klete 
In ether of thes ſtremes doune a long 
Pyt happeth that they mete euer a mong 
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¶ Thys water thus Jmpiyeth z belappeth 
Thus medelyng many chaunces koꝛtunel 
But of that ſhelvey erthe hyt ſo behappeth 
The wych thys water ſueth / wete hyt wel 
That fletyng oꝛdꝛe ruleth euery dele 
Ryght fo ys happe vnruled as demeth ye 
But neuertheles hyt hath a law of certente 
P2oſa ij. Inimaduerto inquam. 
Capitulñ ii. Boecius loquitur. 
O thys ꝙ J ful wel acoꝛde J cart 
And y pe fay J may hyt wel beleuen 
But in the oꝛdꝛe of thes cauſes than 


The wych ſo ſuyngly to gedꝛes cleuen 


| old-J ce / yf ye coude chew oz pzeuen 
pf in our choys ys any lyberte 
Other elles that thys cheyn of deſtyne 
¶ Conſtreyneth al the mouyug of our wyt 
Phia) ꝙ ſhe in ſothe then were hyt al a myſſe 
That wyl J ſhew # clerely pꝛeuen hyt 
Foz why / no kend that reſonable ys 
whythouten lyberte may ben y Wwyſſe 
Foꝛ al that kendly reſon blen may 

ay demen t dyſcern hyt ys no nay 
And by hym ſelf he knoweth kendly 
What thyng ys to deſy2e c what to kleen 
And what thyng that he demeth verely 
{That worthy ys deſyꝛed foꝛ to be 
That thyng loo ſeketh # deſpꝛeth he 

And what he Jugeth wozthy to be fozſake 
That wyl he leue / that other take 

C Then euery thyng that reſon hath certen 
Of wyl e nel hath lyberte ther to 9 ff 


* 
* 
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But al y leke / in ſothe wyl J not ſayn 
Foꝛ dyuyne ſubſtances ſtandeth not ſo 
The Jugement ys wonder clere of tho 
Ther wyl ys tncozrupt / ther myght ys mec 
And ſpedy to al that them leketh beſt 
C But moſte in fredom ys the ſoule of man 
When he ys ſet in contemplation | 
Ind fully fyren al hys thoughtes can 
In hye dyuyne ſpeculation 


And leſſe yf that hys occupation 
Jn woꝛdly thyng dyſtracteth ought hys mynye 
And leſſe when fleſly boundes doth hym bynde 
£9 ut when a man ys geuen vn to voce 
Than ys he vtterly bound x thzalle 
when he hath ſet hys rcſon at no pꝛyſe 
And wylkully hath lete hyt fro hym falle 
Hys lyberte ys then leſt of alle 
when that hys ſyght in woꝛdly wꝛecchednelle 


Js caſt fro lyght q ſouereyn ſothfaſtneſſe 
he begenneth then to. Wexe derke & dulle 
Ok that foule cloud ok Jgnozance 

Ok foule affections than he chal be ful 
Encombꝛed wyth the vyce of inconſtance | 
That trobeleth hym wyth anguyſſhe c greuance 
To wych when he conſenteth in hys wt 
In ſeruage then hym ſelfen hath he knytte 

C Jn maner of hys pꝛopꝛe lyberte 
A caytyf ys becommen in conſcience 
But neuer the later he that al may.ſe 
As by hys hye eternal pꝛeſcience 

Al thyng gouernyng by hys excellence | 
Ye —  leyth wel euery thought X dede 
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And ko he wyl delpolen for ther mede 
Metrũ ty, Puro clarii lumie. Pita. 
be noble poet hony mouthe Omere 
285 Loo of the ſonne ſyngeth on thys wyſe 

And ſayth / foꝛ al hys bzyght bemes clere 
The ſee / ne lande yet may he not luffyle 
To perlen thoꝛugh / ſo map we not deuyſe 
Of hym that hath thys wyde woꝛld y wꝛoght 
The heuy erthe hym wythſtandeth noght 
C Fro fer # hye al thyng he ſeyth a none 
De ys not let by cloudes of the nyght 
Fo al that ys / was / o2 ſhal be done 
At ones ys hyt al befoꝛn hys ſyght 
Syth he a lone wyth hys bemes bꝛyght 
So al thynges may behald & ſe 
we may wel ſapn a very ſonne ys he 
P2oſa fif., Tum ego en inqus. 

Capitulũ v. Boecius loquitur. 
ſayd then / a gretter doute now 
Conkoundeth me then dyd be foze y wyſſe 

= hia) Of what i ſhe art Þ in doute now 
Now ryght in ſothe coniect J what hyt ys 
Boectus ) Ful hugely q; J repugneth thys 
That god may kno wen al thyng er hyt be 
And that our wyl may ſtande at Iyberte 
C. Syth god be foꝛn ſeyth al that ſhal be do 
Ind hys ſyght loo may be deceyued nought 
Ok very koꝛs then nede hyt muſt be ſo 
That pꝛelcience hath ſeyn þ ys to be wꝛoght 
And not only Wonke / but wylle x thoght 
Ok euery wyght he kno weth plenerlp 
Than ps no kredom in our arbytry 


p — - 


P iiij. 


Liber Quintus. 
C. Fo! why ther may be nother thoght ne dede 
That pnrueyaunce befoꝛn ne ſeyth hyt al 
He fayleth not ther of / hyt ys no dꝛede 

But al that euer he wote betyden ſhal 
Al that he ſeyth bekoꝛn hyt muſt befalle 
And yk hyt may be toꝛned other wyle 
Hyt was not ſeyn be foꝛe at my deuyſe 

¶ Than ſhal thys be no very pꝛelcience 

But as an vncerten opynyon 

But ſykerly thys were a foule offence 

Ok god to felen that concluſyon 6.1 088 
And fomme men ſuppoleth that thys queſtyon 
May ben aſſoyled thus / as they beleye | 
But ther reſons can J not appꝛene | 
C Loo thus they ſayn / a thyng that ſhal betyde 
Betydeth not koꝛ god pꝛoupdeth co 


But god that thyng to commen doth pꝛoupde 


And ſeyth befoꝛn al thyng that Chal be do 

And thus a geyn ward ſholde the cauſes go 
That god foteſeyth thys thyng p chal be wzoght 
But of nede hyt ſhaFvetyde nought || 
C They ſayn alſo that thyng p ſhal befalle 

In goddes ſyght pꝛouyded ys hyt nede 

Loo thys aunl were aſſoyleth nought at al 

Thys doutful queſtyon hyt ys no dꝛede 

Only to thys entente hyt doth pꝛocede 
Loo of ij. dyuers thynges to enquere 
wych of them the cauſe of other were 
¶ whether that the pꝛelcience of god a lone 
Cauſeth thyng to fallen nedely 
Other elles thyng that nedes Chal be don 

Loo cauſeth pꝛeſcience in god on hye 


* 


Thys ys no very aunſwere ſykerly 

To that that J entend koꝛ to chew 

But neuertheles my purpoſe ſtandeth true 

C How euer hyt ſtandeth of thys ozdynaunce 

That wych of thes the cauſe of other be 

A thyng that ys koꝛſeyn by purueyaunce 

Ok nede hyt muſt betyde as ſemeth me 

Thogh hyt be ſo that thys neceſſyte 

Be not y caaſed of thys pzeſcience 

As in effect ther ys no dyfference 

C Is vt J tte ⁊ thou ſuppoſeſt hyt 

(Than nedes ſothe ys thyn opynyon 

But my ſyttyng ys not cauced pet 

As nedekul by thy eſtimation 

And ryght ſo yt thou toꝛne Hyt vp ſo doors 

yk thou ſuppoſeſt ſothe of that J do 

Eke of neceſſyte than ys hyt ſo 

¶ Neceſſyte then mult ther ben in bothe 

Un to that poynt loo here we ben y bzoght 

In me of ſyttyng * in the of 58 

pet woteſt thou wel that therfoze ſytte J noght 
As fo that ſothe opynyon in thy thought 

But rather thus / be cauſe that J ſate 

Loo thyn opyuyon was ſothe in that 

C Than ys thys truthe cauſed of the dede 

And ſo in bothe ther ys neceſſyte 

Loo in the ſame wyſe we may pꝛocede 

Ok thys purueyaunce as ſemeth mee 
Fo: cauſe thes thynges ſhal here after be 

Ther foze by purueyaunce he ſeyth hyt al 

And yet ther foze doth hyt not befalle 

C And neuer the later al that chal betyde 


* | | 


Liber Quintus. 
Of god hyt ys pꝛouyded nedefully 
And efte a geyn al that he doth pꝛouyde 
Ok nede hyt doth befallen certenly 
And al the fredom of our arbytry 
Loo thys ſuffyſeth to deſtroyen clene 
Here apereth wel how maſedly we mene 
¶ That aduenture of thynges tempozel 
Shold cauſen hys eternal pꝛeſcience 
But thys Wold ben a foly thyng to fele 
Voyth reſon hath hyt no conuenpence — 
Fo: hyt Wold ſuen of ther euydence 
That thynges paſt long tyme ſeyn 
Shold cauſen god that ys our louereyn 
¶ As yf J know a thyng that pꝛeſent ys 
whyle J hyt know nedes ys hyt ſo ; 
Kyght lo a thyng that chal ben after thys 
yf J hyt know / of nede hyt muſt be do 
Dytſueth wel we may not go ther fro 
And ſo my purpoſe may not be remeued 
That thyng p2eſcita may not ben erchued 
¶ Foz yt J deme thus of a certen thyng 
And ys not lo / hyt ys no queſtyon 
Not only ys that conceyt no connyng 
But errour of a falſe opynyon 
And wonder fer ys that ſuſpection 
And dyuers fro the tronthe as J ſuppoſe 
But ho can ſaue hyt wyth a beter gloſe 
¶ Fo yt ther ſhal a certen thyng be w2oght 
And ſhal not fallen of neceſſyte | 
But ys vncerten to betyde oꝛ noght ; 
yt ys not knowen to ben as ſemeth me 
Foz knouyng / Wwyth falſhed may no wyſe be 


Liber Quintus. 
In no maner contoyned ne deceyued 


But hyt mult ben that knouyng hath conceyued 


¶ And other voyſe may hyt not be done 

Fot loo that ys the bery cauſe vohy 

That in a knouyng errour ys ther none 

Syth trouth then ſtandeth nedefully 

Ind knouyng compꝛehendeth verely 

what than a vayleth that we ben a boute 

Dow knoweth god a thyng that ys in doute 

C Fo: pk that god a certen thyng deuyſe 

Fo: to be don that no wyght may erchwe 

And yet hyt may betyden other wyle 

A perylous. errour here of wyl ther ſue 

That goddes Jugement chold ben vntrue 

But loo of god oure hye ſouereyn 

Ful felones ys / thus to thynke oz fayn 

. 2 And yk he knoweth thynges foz to ben 
So that they may betyde indyfferent 

As be oꝛ not be / then can J not ſeyn 

But thys ys an vncerten Jugement 

(The p2eſctence of god omnipctent 

what thyng ys hyt J can hytnot defend 

That map no thyng in certen compꝛehende 

C Than ſhold ther be no maner dyfference 

As ſemeth in myne eſtimation _ 

Be twene the hye dyuyne pꝛelcience 

And Typꝛeſpes dyuynation 

Ok whom Oupde maketh mention 

What euer J ſay ſhe ſayd / hyt ſhal be falle 

Other elles ſhal hyt not betyde at alle 

¶ what better ſhal thys purueyance be 

Than the opynyon of a mannes wyt 


E Liber Quinlus. 
That demech thynges in vncertente 
And do vncertenly betydeth hyt 
Ouer al thyng we muſt beleuen yet 
That god ys very welle x ſyker ground 
In whom no thyng vncerten may be kound 
¶ Than euery thyng in certen ſhal betyde 
Thyt ys bekoꝛe ſeyn in hys purueyance 
Than ys no lyberte in mannes ſyde 
Ne in our cheipng ys no cheuyſance 
Dyuyne thought may haue no varyance 
wythouten errour he behaldeth al 
And byndeth ous to thyng that muſt befal 
¶ And haue we ones fully geten thys 
He may perceuen ho ſo taketh hede 
Mannes lyffe in what myſcheffe hyt ys 
And ſtandeth euer in heuyneſſe & dꝛede 
why [hold ther any man receyuen mede 
Oꝛ any ſurfetotur'be put in peyn 
Al thys wyl emen but a thyng in veyn 
C Syth that no Wylful meuyng of ther goſt 
Ok lyberte they nottght deſerued han 
And thynges that now ben comended moſt 
As very wꝛong they muſt be demed than 
- Foz vertu to rewarden any man 
Oꝛ punyſſhen any wycked (kylefully 
(Ther neyther hath deſerued wyllyngly 
¶ But neceſſyte them hath conſtreyned 
To thynges that ok certen muſt be done 
Than vyce & vertu ys but thyng y keyned 
Me in our woꝛkes meret ys ther none 1 
But an vndyſcrete confuſyon | 
(Ther ys no thyng that woꝛs may be thought 


Syth al thyng in oꝛdꝛe foꝛthe ys brought 
¶ Of purueyaunce / ne vn to mannes vwyt 
No thyng ys lefful / c our vyces woode 
Loo vn to god they ben referred yet 

wyche that very auctoꝛ ys of al goode 

And kurdermoꝛe yf that thys errour ſtode 
wherto ſholde we ͤpꝛayen ought oz truſt 
when we may no thyng wynne that ous luſt 
¶ yk al that euer we can de yꝛe oꝛ ſay 
One certen oꝛdze vnreuerſed knetteth 
Then wherto tholde we hopen ought oꝛ pꝛay 
Syth purueyaunce fayleth not ne fletteth 
That euery thyng ſo at a certen putteth 
Thys only marchaundyſe ys voyded than 
That vſed ys be twene god 4 man 

C Pꝛapeꝛ c hope ſhold ben vnp2ofytable 
But wyth the pꝛyce of Juſt humplyte 

we geteth of god a mede vneſtimable 

Fo: only that hath euer the maner be 

That euery man may haue habylyte 

wyth god to ſpeke a neghen to that lyght 
That perced may not be wyth mannes ſyght 
C By very reſon of thys pꝛayer meke 

To hym we be contoyned verely 

Bekoꝛe oꝛ then we gete that we beſcke 

And yf we ſholde allen en vtterly 

(That thyng to come muſt fallen nedefully 
Thys hope c truſt of wyche we ſpoke bekoꝛn 
Is thyng of nought & al our labour loren 
¶ Bow ſholde we then to that pꝛynce a boue 
Apꝛochen oz be knette by any mene 


pk that we may delerue of hym no lone 


Liber Quintus. 
And al our labour ys not woꝛthe a bene 
But al mankend ſtandeth dyſtoyned clene 
As fro ther hed departed al wyth wꝛong 
Kyght as Whyle er ye ſayd in your ſong 

Metrũ ty. Que nam diſcos, 

Capitulũ vi, Boecius loquitur. 
at maner cauſe of wonder dyſcoꝛdance 
%% So hath diſioyned thus in thys maner 
? Our Iyberte # goddes purueyaunce 
That neyther may to other neyghen nere 
hat god thys batayl hath deuyſed here 
Be tweue ij. truthes here of haue J wonder 
That ſothe y nogh ben whyle they ben a ſounder 
¶ But loo they may not ben to gether ſet 
And yet dyſcoꝛd in truthes ys ther none 
Ful certenly they ben to gedꝛes knette 
But mannes ſoule that fo ys ouergone 
Encloſed thus Wwythyn fieſſne & bone 
That ſo oppreſſed hath hy? fyꝛy lyght 
That ſhe yet may net Iyfrten vp her ſyght 
C\ Thes ſotel knottes to be holde 2 ſe 
The fleſly boundes doth hyt ſo oppꝛeſſe 
But why ſo feruently deſy2eth ſhe 
The notes foꝛ to fynd of ſothfaſtneſſe 
And that ſhe ſeketh ſo wyth beſyneſſe 
wote ſhe that her ſelfen knoweth hyt 
But ho delyꝛeth a knawen thyng to wete 
C Ho may deſyte a thyng a knoweth hyt nought 
pf he ne knoweth what ſeketh he ſo blynd ' 

Oꝛ ho may ſeke that ys not in hys thought 
Oz yk he ſeke hyt / how Chal he hyt fynde 
Oz how ſhal he remembꝛe hyt in hys mynde 


Liber Quintus. 
How may he kno wen when he fyndeth thys 


And wote not of what maner foꝛme hyt ys 
C when that the ſaule ys ſole # ſeparat 
Behaldyng on that ſouerepn thoght on hype 
Then may he ſe / that now he may nat 
Al thyng in hcl c alſo ſyngulerly 
But now ſhe ys encloſed bodely 
Som part of thys ſyght ſhe hath fozlete 
But vtterly ſhe hath not al foꝛgete 
C Fo! why the ſomme ſhe haldeth as J trow 
But not ſo euery thyng in ſpecyalte 
He than that thes trouthe wold know 
Al knoweth he not / thou mayſt wel ſe 
Ne al the trouthe koꝛgete hath not he 
But loo the. 198 700 f the general 
22 hym to labour {02 the ſpecyal * 
Thys ſomme then wych ſhe haldeth here 
In her thogh t remembꝛyng ofte a geyn 
he ſeketh je that ey ib mpꝛrour clere 
whete euery ſothe may ſyngulcriy be ſeyn 
Enkoꝛſyng hy2 11 75 labour ⁊ woyth peyn 
Foꝛgeten thyng pk that che may hyt fynde 
To put hyt to the treſour of hyꝛ mynde 
Pꝛola iii. Tum illa vetus tnqua. 
2 vil. Phia loquitur: 
Ne ſayd then / thys ys an olde complaynt 
SE a ful comen vſed queſtyon 
Marcus Tullius hyt md panne 7 
E 53 ys RA of dyuynation 
He had ther w ae lang cupation 
And of thy ſelt ful long hyt hath be ſagbt | 
Ind none ok yow as yet ne fonud hyt . 
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Liber Quintus. 
¶ Ne ſuffylantly haue not declared hyt 
And ſykerly the cauſe may thys be 
(That the dyſcours of a mannes wyt 
May not atteyn to ſo hye degre 
(To demen of that hye ſymplycyte 
Voyche ys in dyuyne puruepaunce 
He ys not ſothly of that ſuffyſaunce | 
C And yf thys myght be thought oꝛ cõpꝛehended 


But at laſt J hope J chal amend hyt 

yk that J may my mater bꝛyng a boute 

CThys errour of thy hert to a voyden oute 

But fyꝛſt J Wyl a voyden # dyſpꝛeuen 
Conceytes / wyche the to thys errour meuen 
¶ But fyꝛſt J aſke the the cauſe why | 
Chou holdeſt thys reſon-not effectuel- 

Ok them thatſhewen that pour azbytry 
Algates in hys fredom ſtandeth Wel 

Syth pꝛelciens conſtreynethj neuer a dele 

By nede / thyngeg wyche that ſhal be done 
But ys contingeut koꝛ to ben 02 none 

C Loo makeſt thou any other argument 

Oft thyng to fallen of neceſſyte -- * 

But foꝛ cauſe that god omutpotent 
Knoweth hyt / that hyt ſhal here after be 
Hyt may not be vndone as ſemeth the | 
And yet thys pꝛelciens cauſeth nought 
(The ſame thyng of nede to be wwoght — | _ 
C That graunted thou whyle er yk p haue mende 
Why ys hyt then that voluntary deve 
So ys conſtreyned to acerten ende 
That thyng to comen mult be fallen nede 


Liber Quintus. 
But that I may the to the trouthe lede 
To le what ſueth here by conſequence 
I put thys caſe ther were no pꝛeſcience 
C Mul then thyn argument a vaylen ought 
The wych in pꝛelcience thou groundeſt ſo 
That thynges wych of fre wyl ſhold be wzoght 
That any nede compelleth them ther to 
Thou wylt not trow that Boecius) J ſayd no 
Phta ) Now ſet we q; ſhe pꝛeſcience a geyn 
So that of nede hyt do no thyng conſtreyn 
C Than ſtandeth abſolute the ſame wyl 
Dole in hys lyberte / thys Woteſt thou wel 
But J ſuppoſe thou makeſt me thys ſkyle 
Though peſctence neceſſeth neuer a dele 
Thyng to come in ſtoundes tempoꝛel 
Thou ſeylt hyt ys a very ſygne true 
Ok thyng that muſt as neceſſary ſue 
C. Kyght fo thou myght concluden as by thys 
Though that ther were no pꝛeſcience at al 
(That thynges wych to come here after ys 
Neceſſaryly hyt muſt be fal 
Fot only euerp ſygne ſhewen ſhal 
A thyug that ys oꝛ after ſhal be ſeyn 
But yet that [ygne maketh hyt not to ben 
C And pk that pꝛeſcience a ſygne were 
Ok euery thyng that nedes mult come 
Fyꝛſt hyt nedeth ous to ſhewen hyꝛe 
That no thyng falleth but nedes hyt muſt be done 
And yk hyt be not fo than knoweft thou ſone 
(That ſygne may ther none be verely 
Toythoute a thyng betokened be ther by 
C But to confirmen fully al a boyte 4 
J. 


ſts 


: Liber Quintus. 
And fadly to ſuſteyn our entent 
we may not ſeke ſygnes of wythoute 
Ne fyre ous in a foꝛeyn argument 
But of cauſes ful conuenpent 
And neceſſary / behoueth ous to pꝛocede 
yk that we Cholde in our purpoſe (pede 
C But thys thou wylt replyen here a geyn 
Pow may that thyng not fallen ſayſt p ms | 
wyche that ys pꝛouyded & fozeſeyn 4 
By purueyaunce here after foꝛ to be 8 
As chaunce that J couth none other ſe 
But thyng that pzeſcience doth pꝛouyde 
we trowed that hyt were not to betyde 
¶ But rather thys entended J foz to pꝛeue 
That thogh a certen thyng befal fo | 
yet of pꝛopꝛe kende We do beleue . 
So was hyt not neceſſed. to be do 
Thys lyghtly mayſt vnderſtanden loo 
As many a thyng,ys ſubiect to our ſyght 
The whyle hyt yg be fozn ous pꝛeſent ryght 
C As when a charre ys ruled redely 
And how hyt toꝛneth we be holde ful wel 
And ſo of other craftes fuyngly 
Doth any thyng thys craftes men compelle 
Oꝛ any of thes Woꝛkes canſt thou telle 
Oꝛ yf they be conſtreyned to be W2ogyt 
Boecius ) Nay ꝙ I they be compelled no 
E Then ydel were the craft of any man 
yk euery thyng Were compelled koꝛ to meue 
PHta) Syth thynges whyle they ben ſhe ſayd the 
Ben not coacted to be / thou wylt belene | 
Loo by that ſame reſon now mayſt thou pꝛeue 


ught 


Liber Quintus. 
That befoze tho ſame thynges be 
Mot foꝛ to comen of neceſſyte 
¶ Ful many a thyng ſhal ben hyt ys no dꝛede 
And ys to come hyt ſucth wel by thys 

That vtterly ys abſolute of nede 

I trow that no wyghtthys wyl ſayn y wys 
That any thyng that now in p2eſent ys 
was not to come vn to the tyme hyt fel 
Though they bekoꝛn of god were knowen wel 
C Jn ſothe yet ben they krely to be falle 

Foz rygh as very knowyng « ſcience 

A pꝛelent thyng compelleth nought at al 
Kyght ſo hyt ſtandeth eke of p2eſcrtence 

As thou maylt ſe by leke conuenyence 


pet ys hyt not compelled to betyde 

C But loo of thys 5 ſayſt me / douteſt thor 
yth thynges wych that ſhal here after ben 

Be not to come as neceſſary n 


. 


j 


Hyt ſemeth the that thys dyſſoneth clene 
Co foꝛeleyn thyng hyt muſt nedes ſue 
Neceſſyte / thou canſt hyt not exchwe 
¶ And pk neceſſyte ſholde be foꝛfended 
x oofozeſeyn ys ther no thyng vtterly 
Ne nought by knowyng may be compꝛehended 
But thyng that muſt betyden verely 
And pk ther ought betyde vncertenly 
And ys foze ſeyn ful certen as hyt Were 
Thou ſayſt / no very knowyng ys ther there 
¶ But as a derke # opynable thyng 
And koꝛ to trowen other wyſe oꝛ geſſe 
Than very ſothe / that calleſt thou no 1 
. ij. 


Though god thys thyng to comen doth pꝛouyde 


How ys that thyng foꝛe ſeyn thou canſt not ſeyn 


Liber Quintus. 1 
But a wenyng ok vnſtableneſſe 
And loo the cauſe of al thys errour ys 
That ye troW the cauſe of kno wlege to be 
In the thyng # not in the knower perde 
C But in contrary wyſe hyt ſtandeth ryght 
Foꝛ euery thyng that knowen ys by wyt 
Hyt ys not knowen by hys pꝛopꝛe myght 
But by hys myght that comprehendeth hyt 
As by exlample mayſt thou felen yet 
Fot of a thyng that rounde ys verely 
Loo ſyght « felyng knoweth hyt dyuerſly 
C The ſyght behaldeth the fozme fro a ker 
At ones compꝛehendyng euery dele 
But he that feleth ys conioyned nere 
Un to that compace fo2 to know hyt wel 
Al a boute the ſydes mult he fele 
And al that roundneſſe ſa he knoweth than 
Loo / dyyerſly v knowen ys a man 
C The comen wyttes Jugen of wythoute 
Imagination a nothir Wyle 
And reſon other vyſe hyt ys no doute 
Intelligence paſſeth al thes 
Euery of them ſo as he may ſuffyſe 
The comen woyttes knoweth nought at al 
But foꝛmes of ſubtect materyal 
C Jmagenyng al only compꝛehendeth 
The foꝛme of man as vnmaterpally 
Keſon then a bouen thys tranſcendeth 
Of mannes kende he demeth ſyngulerly 
wyth vnyuerſal ſyght ful ſotelly 
But al thes paſleth yet intellygence 1 
Is by a ſyght of hexer excellence 
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C He paſſeth al a boue thes kendes here 
(The compace of the vnyuerſyte 
And he behaldeth in that exſampler 
(The mp2rour of the hye eternyte 
(The fozme of man in hys ſymplycyte 
But molt hyt ys to taken hyde in thys 
That the ſame myght alway that hygher ps 
C Loo al the lower compꝛehendeth wel 
But they may aſcenden nought a geyn 
To knowe # compzchende neuer a dele 
Ok tho that ben a boue ſothe to Cayn 
Foꝛ ther comen wyt may not vp attayn 
To thynges wych ben Immaterpal 
They may perceyuen neuer a dele at al 
C And furdermoze Imagination 
Unyuerſal kendes may not ſeun 
Ne reſon may haue none Inſpection 
Ok fozmes / wych that pure « ſymple ben 
Intelligence compꝛehendeth clene 
And as hyt were / behaldeth fo on hye 
Thes foꝛmes he percepueth plenerly 
¶ Concepuyng than thys fozme pꝛyncipal 
He demeth after / al that ys in man 
As he hath in the exſampler Ideal 
Conceyued / that none other may ne can 
The vnyuerſyte of reſon knoWeth he than 
And alſo fozmes of Jmagenyng 
And eke materyal ſenſyble thyng 
And relon yet in thys he vleth nought 
magination ne comen wyt 
But wyth a ſotel ſmytyng of the thoght 
Ful kozmally ſo he behaldeth hyt Qi 
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And moe plenerly to ſpcken yet 

The ſonereyn hye dyuyne Jntellygence 
Quer al thynges hath pꝛolpycience 
C Qhen reſon doth behalden ought oz ſe 
As in hys comen kende vnyuerſal | 
Imagenyng / no thyng pet vſeth he 
Nether the comen wyttes neuer a dele 
And neuer the leffe he compꝛehendeth wel 

Al thyng that Jmagenable vs i 
And al that comen wyt may know y wylle 
C Thus reſon hys conceytes ſtrong & ſtable. 
Ok vniuerſal loo deffynethhe = 
Man ys a belt ii. foted reſonable | 
Loo / thys knowyng as euery man may ſe 


Uniuerſal muſt hyt nedes be 
Ind thys thyng alſo to euery mannes wyt 


Imagenable & ſenſyble ys hyt yet 
C But refon/thys behaldeth kendly 
No thyng by Jmi#gination | >| 
Ne by the comen wyttes ſykerly | | 
But only hath confyderation 
By dyſcours & by conceyt of reſon 
But thys Jmagynatton begynne doth 
In the comen wyttes hys wozkes in ſothe - 

¶ Foꝛmes fox to ſhappen d deupſe 
Ind yet thes comen wyttes al wythoute 
Senſyble thynges / in a wondꝛe voyſe 
He ſeyth / & them compaſeth al a boute 


Not ſenſyblely / hyt ys no doute 

But by Imagination of mynde WO 
yſt thou fe the kynde 

C That not d myght of thyng that kno wen ys 


Of knoWwyng loo / here mayſt thou 
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But pꝛopꝛe myght / the kno wer vſeth nede 
And caylefully fo every dome y wyſſe 
Loo of the Juge / hyt ys the pꝛopze dede 
So than of reſon / yt thou take good hyde 
The wozke of man ys no foꝛeyn myght 
But pꝛopꝛe myghtes vſeth euery wyght 
Metrũ iu. Quondã poꝛticus attultt 


Capitulñ ix. Phia loquitur. 


2 Om tyme in the poꝛches of Fthenes 

be olde clerkes derke in ther coꝛage 
wyche in ther tyme were called ſtoicenes 

That in the poꝛches had maden ther ſtages 
Delputyng / that che fkoꝛmes # Images 
Ok bodely ſubſtances / as they geſſed 
were in to a mannes ſoule impꝛeſſed 
¶ As men ben vled to wꝛyten a poꝛtrapen 
Letters in a pagyn fapꝛe & clene 
In wych befoꝛn were no notes ſeyn 
But thys a maſed thyng ys fo2 to mene 
Foz yf the ſoule of man / ſo as they wene 
Ok hys pꝛopꝛe myght Jmplyeth nought 
But ſulkereth to ben pꝛented in hys thought 
¶ Dubtected to tho notes as hyt were 
That bodyes doth in them enpꝛeſſen ſo 
And veyn Images rep:eſenteth there 
BKyght as a my2rour ys v Woned to do 
But al thys knowyng whens cometh hyt fro 
BY wych not only thynges coꝛpozal 
But alſo foꝛmes Immaterpal 
e ſeyth & ſo behaldeth ſingulerlp 


J 


C 
As in her hye conceytes ſpeculatyffe 


And knowyng thynges then luyng yr 
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 Andſeyth what thynges wyl of other ſue 


As when that lyght in to thyn yeyn (myteth 


_— U eber e i 
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So he dyuydeth by a negatyſfe | 
And afterwardes by an affyzmatyffe 
(Thes ſame thynges that deuyded be 
Aſſembleth & a geyn compouneth he wy 
C Ind co thys way he enterchaungeth ofte 
Foz now to pzyncypal pꝛopoſptions | 
Loo / hys entent he lykteth vp a lofte 

And falleth after to concluſions 
Referryng then hys ovne ententions 


Kepzeuyng ſo the falſe by the true 
C Than ys he rather cauſe efficient 
And moꝛe of myght than thyng Þ lyeth oppeſſed 
In maner leke a mater pacyent 0 
That notes hath ſo in hym ſelf Jmpzeſſed | 
But that thou haue thys mater moze expꝛeſſed 
Ther goth befoze a maner ſufferance 
Ca e 
wych that the es of the ſoule excytet 
And maketh the to Underſtande & lere 


| 


And maketh the koꝛ to behalden there 
Oꝛ when a voyce hath couned in thyn ere 
And ſo commoueth the to herken ought 
Then ben ſtyꝛed the myghtes of thy thoght 
¶ And thynges wyche that were yet kendely 
Wythyn thy ſelfen hydde / hyt ys no doute _ 
Thou then applyeſt in thy fantaſy 

To thes other notes of wythoute 

And thus remembꝛyng tn thy ſelf a boute 
Tho fozeyn Images then addeth he 
To foꝛmes wyche that hydde woythyn the b 
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Pꝛoſa v. Quod (i in coꝛpozibus. 
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p hough that obiect qualyteys than | 
25 Cõmoue & ſtyze oure fozeyn Inſtrumentes 

< ych J calle the comen wyt of man 
(That of wythoutefozth geueth Jugementes 
And goth befo2e the goſtly lentementes 
A maner ſufferaunce cozpotal 
Foz to excyte the goſtly myght wyth al 
¶ And ſtyzen ſo the woꝛchyng of the mynde 
To fozmes:- wych areſted ſo were wythyn 
So that the coꝛage may them fele d fynde 
And thogh the wyttes al thys worke e 
The knowpyng of thes bodyes foz to wynn 
And bꝛyngeth hym to a maner reiembzance 
The ſoule ys ſubiect to no ſulferaunce / 
C But he demeth of hys pꝛopꝛe myght 
Thes paſſions that in the body ben 
How moche moꝛe ſuche a goſtly Joyght 
(That fully ys al abſolute & clen 
In whom map none affection be ſeyn 
Ok any thyng to be feled bodely 


Hys pꝛopꝛe myght ſhal vlen kendly 
¶ And fozeyn myghtes ſhal he vſen nought 


Foꝛ to dyſcerne obiectes of wythoute 
But by the worchyng of hys owe thought 

He wynneth hys conceytes al a boute 

And by the ſame ckyle hyt ys no doute 

Ful many folde of knowyng mayſt thou fynde 

In ſubſtances / dyuers in ther kende 

The kelyng map be called one of tho 


C 
Wyche haue beſtes that ben vnmeueable 
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That wyt they haue al only # no mo 
As ſhelle fyſſhe x uche that cleuen ſtable 
In cleffes / as to them ys couenable 
And ſo ſuche other chylle fyſſhe of the lee 
Wyche in dyuers places noꝛyſched be 
¶ But knowyng of Jmagynation 
Meueable beſtes haue &,doth hyt ſue 
The wych in maner haueth affection 
Som maner thyng to coueyt oꝛ exchwe 
But re:on to dyſcernen falſe & true 
Only to man hyt hath conuenyence 
As only doth to god Jntellygence 
_ C. Thanys hyt to as euery man may ſe 
That thys knowyng moſt worthy ys & hye 
wych of hys owe kendly pꝛoperte 
Not only that perteyneth kendely 
Un to hys owe knowyng pꝛoperly 
He knoweth wel / but furdermoze yet 
The N he of euery wyt 
C But what yf comen wyttes ſtode a geyn 
And in thys wyſe perauenture aunſwere 
And wolde vn to dyſcours of reſon ſayn 
Loo / that thys vmuerſal / no thyng were 
That refon ſemeth he behaldeth there 
Fo: al that euer Jmagenable ys 
On comen wyttes may percepue y wyſſre 
¶ Hyt ys not vntuerſal in no wyſe 
Now or the Jugement of reſon than 
Muſlt be ſothe / yk he wyl thus deuyſe 
That no thyng may be ſenſyble to man 
Oꝛ koꝛ he wote wel that thes wyttes han 
Subiectes many / dyuers / that they know 
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2 o wne conceuyng fallace muſt he trowe 

When that he ſeyth + compꝛehendeth wel 
Thyng that ſenſyble ys a ſtnguler 
Behaldyng hyt ryght as vniuerſal 5 
To thys yk reſon wold aunc weren here 
That ſhe her ſelf behaldeth wel & clere 
By reſon of vntuerſalyte 
Al that thes other may perceyue # ſe 
(Foz wyttes ne JImagpnation 
May no way compꝛehenden ſykerly 
Thes vnyuerſal thynges of reſon 
Foz they may not exceden pꝛopꝛely 
As by tyer owvne knowyng kendly 
Shappes c fygures co2po:al 
A bouen that may they no thyng at al 
¶ Jn knowoyng then of thynges at the laſte 
, Hyt ys to geue credence to the Jugement 

That molt perket ys d ſtedekaſte 

And we that haue thys reſon excellent 
And comen woyt to demen thyng pꝛelent 
And Imagination alſo 
Sholde We not reſon here aſlenten to 
¶ But mannes reſon ys y leke in thys 
As to wardes dyuyne Jntellygence 
Ryght as Jmagenyng oꝛ wyttes ys 
To reſon of a mannes conſcience 
That weneth that dyuyne pꝛelcience 
May no maner thyng behalde as he troweth 
That ys to come / but as hym ſelfen knoweth - 
C Foz loo / thys argument thou makeſt me 
yk thynges that hereatter ſhal be done 
Not certepn ne neceſſary be j We. 
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Foz kno wyng map not fallen ther vpon 
Foz pꝛeſcience ſayſt thou ys ther none 
And pk ſo ys that pꝛeſcience be 
Ther falleth nought but of neceſſyte 
¶ But yt we myght parteners ben 
Lo / of the domes of dyuyne thought 
Ryght as we may by very reſon ſeyn 
That Jmagenyng ſuffyſeth nought 
Ne comen wyyttes to perceyuen ought 
The Jugement of reſon as we deme 
Ful Juſt hyt cholde mannes reſon ſeme 
¶ To be ſubtect x vndercaſt alway 
Un to dyuyne thought / Jam certeyn 
A ryſe we ther foe fully yf we may 
To that Jntellygence ſouereyn 
And pk we may in to that hyght atteyn 
Loo there chal reſon fele # knowen wel 
That in hyt ſelf he may do neuer a dele 
C Loo / that ys thys as in what wyſe how 
The thynges that betydeth thus vncertenly 
Thys pꝛelcience ſeyth hyt wel y now | 
Dyffyned in hys thought eternally. 
Not by geſſyng 8 
But by ſouereyn ſcience of ſympleneſſe 
whom termes may not cloſen ne compꝛeſſe 
Metru v. Quam varys terras. 


: 2 2 Crepig vpo ther bꝛeſtes — er lde 
.: N | 0 101 | 
And in the duſt a fozwe they dyuyden 
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And ſomme by very lyghtneſſe ok ther kynde 
wyth ther wynges planeth in the wynde 


E And long ſpaces of the ayer on hye | 
o in ther klyght / they lWymmeth as hyt were 


And \nmme ben glad to kepe them ſelfen nye 
Thys grounde a low « ſette ther ſtappes here 
In grene feldes / ther ys al ther chere 
And ſome to walke in wodes « foꝛeſtes 

And thogh ſo be that al thes Wylde beſtes 

¶ Ben dyuers in ther chappes 4 fygure 

Al ther kaces ben enclyned pet 

Un to the grounde ſhewyng ther nature 

And the kendly dulneſre of ther wut 

100 / only kende of man reuerſeth hyt 

Foz mannes hed a ryſeth vp on hyght _ 
And euen vpryght hys body ſtandeth ſtreght 
¶ And vnder hym the erthe behaldeth he 
whether doteſt thou / oz art p in q ſweuen 
Thou erthly man thy kygure techeth the 
That lykteth vp thy vyſage in to heuen 
And thy frount in to the ayer ful euen 
On erthly thyng thou ſholdeſt not ſet thy loue 
But ſette hyt holly in the heuen a boue 
C Ther choldeſt thou be ther ys thy kendly place 
Thou halt of the erthe but thy beſtly kende 
And yet loo thou wylt bzyng thy ſelfen bace 
And ſo wyth beſtes ſette thy ſelf behynde 
Lete not the noble nature of thy mynde - 
Be plounged doune t to the grounde y pyght 
Syth that thy body ſtandeth euen vpryght 
(a by. Quoniã igitur vti. 


P2oſ | r vti. 
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Syth euery thyng as J haue ſhewed now rygh 
{That wyſt oz kno wen ys in any way 
Hyt ys not kno wen of the pꝛopꝛe myght 

Of that ſelf thyng hyt ys no nay 

But of the kendly myght / the ſothe to ſay 


Pl tho that doth hyt knowe oz compꝛehende 


Now let ous then behalden & entende | 

C So as oure ſymple kende may ſuffyſe 

what thyng ys that aſtate of excellence 

Ok dyuyne ſubſtance / # in that wyſe Li 

Than ſfomwhat may we know of hys ſcience 

(Thys ys the vled general ſentence 1 

Ok al / that by reſon doth dyſcerne 

They ſay that god hym telt ys eterne þ 

C But now what thyng ys thys eternyte 

Hyt nedeth fy2ſt to knowen ſykerly 

And after that we may behalde # ſe 

The ſcience and the nature plenerlp 

So as we may ſutfyſen ſymplely 

Ok god that ys oure pꝛynce # ſonereyn 

Eternyte ys thys as clerkes ſayn | . 

¶ Hyt ys a perfet hole poſſeſſyon 

At ones of a lyſte intermynable 

Thys ys declared by comparyſon 

Ok thyng that ys by tymes varyable 

_ * . in T ys — 
pet ys / the tyme a gon ys pa 

To tyme comyng hyeth bt ful kaſt 

Ther may no thyng be ſet in tyme & ſpace 

As clerkes haue deuyſed here be fon 

That al at ones may hys lyffe embꝛace 

Foz why as pet / he kapleth ol to mon 
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And yeſterday ys paſſed a fozlorn- 
And in the ſame day that pzeſent ys 
Ok your lyTe pe haue no mote y wyſſe 
¶ But thys moment tranfytozy loo 
That thyng that hath thys dyſpoſytſon 
Hys tymes fo? to ouer paſſen ſo 
Though that hyt were of ſuche condytion 
By Ariltoteles tradition 
That cayd thys Woꝛlde neuer beganne 
Ne neuer here after Chal an ende han 
C Though that hyt myght as Ariſtotel ſemed 
To infinyte hyt ſelfen ſo extende 
Eterne hyt may not ryghtuouſly be demed 
Though hyt were infynyte wythouten ende 
At ones al hyt may not compꝛehende 
Ne clyppen al thes ſpaces tempoꝛel 
Foz of tyme to come yet hath hyt not a dele 
¶ But he that of the lyffe intermynable 
The fulneſſe compꝛehendeth verely 
Poſſ eſlyng hyt at ones perdurable 
Fro whom no thyng doth lacken verely 
Fo: tyme to come he hath hyt pꝛeſently 
Ne tyme paſſed fro hym ys ther none 
gc Was / & (hal be / al ys one 
Eterne he may be called wel by ryght 
To hym ſelf pzeſent and pereles 
And al way preſent ys be foze hys ſyght 
(The moble ſpace of tymes endles 
But they reherſen Plato / neuertheles 
Hys concept they repoꝛteth al a myſſe 
And of hys menyng fayleth foule y wyſſe 


C Loo Plato ſayth ths woulde hath ener p be 
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Cc Is clerkes haue deffyned / Tpme ps meſure of meupng of be foze 4 
after. Thys meſure ys tak? molt comely after the meuyng of the &dnoc 
tial vvhos meuyng ys the ſvvykteſt that ys poſſyble. The vvpchipne 
deupded in to CCT. lx. even partes, Ok vvpche partes / euerpthe p 


Houre naturel . The meſure of a rpſpng ok xxiiti. houres / ys a day na⸗ 
turel. @Themeſure of LLC kv. dapes # vi. houres of encreſſe and 
certent mpnutes / ys called a 4 By vvpch tymes: the perdurabelte 
of thys vvozlde of befote + after / ys meſured vſyngly, W@Spyth than 
that meſure of meuyng ys called tyme / then ſueth hyt: that befo1e the 
bvozlde meued / ther vvas no tyme: But god eternally ys / cr any 
thyng meued : 02 any tyme vvere / and ſhal be after that al meuynges 
. cefſeth ; Foz hys beyng ps meſured by no meuyng of befoze + after / fox 
hymſelk ys vnmeueable / ne hys bepng hathno regard to befozes after 
o al tymes pꝛeſent / paſſed / and to tome: ben to hym verely pꝛeſent 
e hys beyng ys not meſured by ſucceſſyon of tymes. Fo he hathe 
ys beyng vnmelured al at ones. vvyche ps called dys cternyte: Ther 
foze ys god called JInmenſus. But the — ny of the vvozlde 
ps melured by meuyng of the heuen / vvyche ps called tyme : And lens 
ger than heuen meucth / ſhal ther be no tyme. Than ys upt ſo 
that the beyng of god ys called erernyte, The bepng of thys vvonld 
ps named perpetupte. Then ys thys the concepte of Plato lap g that 
the vvoilde bath euer ben / That ys to mene / as long as any thynge 
Hathe meued. And as long as any thyng meueth : 02 any tyme ps / 
Co long hyt ſhal endure in ſuche beyng as hyt novv hathe. Ind after 
that al meuyng and al tymes ceſſeth / the vvoꝛlde renued (hal endure in 
lyfe interminable. Fo ſo ſayth our loꝛde. Eccenoua facio omnia. 
C Thys interminable lyſte / ys the eternal bepng of our creatour . to 
bvh0 as to ther ende / al thyng (hal be reduced : and at hym as at ther 
ſynal ende: reſt a abyde. {@Therfoze ſayth-plato as ys in the texte al 
leged / that the vvozlde hathe ener ben: that ys to ſap : ſyth any tyme 
bvas . and hyt ſhal neuer vvhyle any tyme ps / ceſſen of hys menpnge. 
£0 meuyng + tyme lhal teſſen bothe at ones. And the vvozlde then 
Inot ende by deſtruction oz tozne in to nought / foꝛ god and nature 
dpd neuer thyng in vayn . Ne god noughteth neuer thyng that he made 
but the toꝛruption of one thyng / ps the generation of a nother thynge. 
Ho that at laſt every cozruptyble thynge retozneth in rounde in to the 
Elementes / that hyt vvas fp2ſt formed of. Ind ther fore the auto; (a- 
pth that the entent of tempoꝛel thynges that fo menethe in rounde / 
caſteth 4 entendeth by ledyng of nature / to counterfete the perdurable 
ye of god. Foz kendly euery creature touepteth: to tonkoꝛme hym to 
ys maker / at leſt in beyng . vvher foze of nature euerp thynge vvpth- 
ſtandeth in that hyt map / hys ovvne cozruptfon + diniſion of hys par 
tes. Ind vvhen hytps co2rupt and reſolued 
bvpche ps the clementes / vvpch ben cleped the ſedes of erthly thynges 
then ben they apte as they vvere be foze to be mater and to clothe other 


dxuers comes. Ind ſb ben they perpetn [by ther chaungeadelte in 


called a degre., The meſure ofa rylpng of xv. degrees / ys called an 


ed in to hys kyꝛſt mater / 
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to an endles compate. Foz thes thynges pf they kaple in ther indini⸗ 
dues / pet in ther vniuerlalles they a bydeth euer: after tyme that thep 
ones be. Ind the mater of the lingulers / tozneth in to other thynges / 
after that nature vvozchetg. Than ps thys the concept of the 
clerkein the letter. Euery creature as ps befkoze (apd / couepteth of na 
ture / foz tocounterfete hys maker. But foz canſe thes erthilp thyn 
ges of febleneſſe and contraryouſtep of ther mater / may not endure-/ 
but nedes be reſolued / ther foze they take that they may of deyng / en-. 
duryng by ſucteſſpon of tymes. vvhere that god endureth (not by tem 
poꝛal ſucteſſpon) but hathe hys bepng ſeparate fro creatures al at ones 
ſo that tovvardes hym nought ys to come / ne nought ouer paſſed / 

But al that ys / vvas / and ſhal be: ps be foze hym preſent, 

Than hauyng regarde to the eternyte of god / vvyche hath hys beyng 
al at ones vnmeſured by ſucceſſyon of tymes / ther ps no puruepaunce 
ne fozeſpyght / but he ſepth al by pꝛeſent knovvlege / + in hym / ys none 
other ſyght but connyng . Foz a vbvpng of pꝛeſent and paſſed / no⸗ 
teth (mperfection of creatures that be paſſpng and cozruptpble. In 
hyt nedeth nought / ne ys conuenpent / to conkoꝛme hys eternal (nſpghs 
to oure tempoꝛal eſtimation / that al thyng demeth by befoze and after 
as vve haue oure bepnge. But hyt accozdeth better / and ps moe 
kendly/ that the creature ſuhmptte al hys vvytte / and tonkoꝛme al hys 
knovvyng holly to bys maker / vopth oute vvhom he pe nought / catt 
nought / ne hath nought at al / that ought ovveth to be cleped . 

¶ Spyth hyt ys lo then that euery Jugement / muſt ſue the nature of 
the Juge / that vs of hym that knovveth / hyt nedeth not the to byn⸗ 
den thynges to kalle neceſſaryly / ne to vvete the knovvyng of god fox 
to compelle tho thynges to betyde / be cauſe that he ſeyth hyt pzefently 
as he al behaldeth / no moze than fo: to vvyte me the meuyng of the 
ſonne / by cauſe J fe hyt meue / 03 fox to vvyte me the deth ot a man / 
by tauſe I fe hym dye. Foz the meuyng of the ſonne ys cauſed ablo — 
lutely of the kyꝛſt oꝛdynaunte of hym that made hyt fo: to mene , 2 
But that J novv ſe hyt meue / hyt pzocedeth of my ovvne fre vvylle / 
pꝛeſuppoſed that J haue mp pees hole x lyberte to ſe al pzeſent obiectes 
that falleth to my luſte. 


And to an ende hyt ſhal neuer be bzought 
They ſay ther foze hyt hath eternpßte 
As euen y leke wyth god that hath hyt wzotght 


But yet al one in certeyn ys hyt nought p 
A lyffe interminable fo2 to lede ts 
As Plato thought hym ſelf hyt ys no d2ede {| | 
¶ Þyt ys a nother to encloſen al / 


L 


1 


Liber Quintus. 
At ones lo thys Iyffe intermynable 
Fot al that ys / oz was / oz euer Chal 
At hym hyt ys pꝛeſent & permenable 
He fleteth nought but alway ſtandeth ſtable 
Loo / of dyuyne thought the ſtate ys thys ' 
No creature may ben y leke y Wwyſſe 
C And yet foz that pe chal not demen here 
That god ys elder as in tyme of ſpace 
Than creatures made of hys power 
But thys loo ſhal ye Jugen in thys caſe 
That god hym ſelfen alway ys # was 
efo2e / er any koꝛmed creature 

n pꝛopꝛe ſympleneſſe of hys nature 
¶ And the entent of thynges temporel 
That alway meueth ſo contynuelly 
They caſt to counterfeten every. dele 


The perdurable lyſte of god on hy 
That chaungeth not but ſtandeth pzeſently 


But when hyt may not even hyt ſelf ther to 

Ther very ſtableneſſe they falleth fro 

¶ And meueth then oute ot ſymplycyte 

Decreſſyng oute of pꝛelent then a none 

To Jnfinyte and endles quantyte 

Ok tyme to come # tyme that ys a gonne 

But when he may not bꝛyng hyt in to one 

Al hys lyffe at ones foꝛ to have | 

ore wylleth thus hyt ſelfen foz to laue 
And ther hyt may not ben a boute y bꝛought 

So al hys lyffe at ones fo2 to gete 

yet in as moche as hyt endeth nought 

Thys lyffe hyt doth not vtterly fozifte 

But hyt ſemeth that hyt volde countetfete 


» 
: 


The Cottereyn lyffe of god omnipotent 
In ſo moche as he ſomWwhat hath pzeſent 
¶ And ſo hyt byndeth hym to a lytel ſtounde 

To haue a maner pezdurableneſſe 

In vyche no tyme of ſpace may be founde 

But koꝛ hyt hath. a maner lekelyneſſe 

Of the eternal Iytfe that pzeſent ys 

Hyt ſemeth how ſo euer hyt flee oz flete 

That in p2eſent euer a bydeth hyt 

¶ And koꝛ hyt may not after hys delyte 

A byden / but fo2 ſuche a lytel ſpace 

Myt taketh al way of tymes Jnfynyte 

And koꝛ hyt may not al hys lyffe enbꝛace 

At ones / as hys puncypal purpoſe was 
Daſſyng fo2the the Iyffe he kepeth ſo 

Fo! cauſe he may ne canne none other do 
And pk we ſholde by names hym dyſcerne 
To ſuen Plato where he ſayd wel 
Ye ſayd that god hym ſelf ys eterne 
Loo / & the woꝛlde ſhold be perpetuel 
Ok thys mayſt thou conceyuen then ful wel 
Sypth euery Jugement that ſhal be true 
Hyt muſt the nature of hym ſelfen ſue 
C To compꝛehenden thynges of wythoute 
And thaſtate of ſouereyn god on hye 
Stondeth euer in one hyt ys no doute 
Algates in hym ſelfen p2eſently . 
Hys kno wyng then lurmounteth ſykerly 
Al thyng / that hath meuyng in dyfference 
A bydyng in hys ſymplycyte of pꝛelenc 
C And ſo encloſeth ſpaces Jnfinyte 
Df tyme that was a ſhal here after be 


N If. 


Liber Quintus. 
But to tho ſpaces hath he no reſpect 
But to hys ovwne hole eternyte N 
By knowyng of hys hye ſymplycyte 
Al thyng in pꝛeſens of hys ſyght 
He ſeyth hyt as hyt were do now ryght 
¶ yk thou conlydꝛe that pꝛelcience in thy th 
By wych he knoweth al thynges ſo | 
(Thys pꝛelcience ſhalt thou referren nough 
As to a thyng that after ſhal be do 
But very ſctence ſhalt thou deme hyt loo 
Ok preſent tyme that neuer faylen may 
Ne oute of pꝛelens paſſe neuer a way 
,, C Foz why hyt ys not called pꝛeuydence 
But rather ys hyt called purueyaunce 
That al thynges knoweth in preſence 
In wych kno wyng ther ys no varyaunce| 
Fro our kno wyng / hyt hath ful grete dyſtaunc 
Fo2 we behaldeth lo thynges here | 
But fro on hye behaldeth he al in fere 
C Syth euery Jugement muſt ſuen than 
The nature of the kno wer kendely | 
wherkoꝛe ys hyt that thou aſkeſt than 
That al muſt fallen neceſſaryly 
That ſeyn ys in dyuyne ſyght 1 — | 
Syth men the pꝛelent thynges Þ they ſeyn 
2 nought / ok nede fo2 to ben 
M 


oug 


Loo / may thy ſyght of thynges here p2eſent 
ake them to fallen of neceſſyte Ki 
Boe? ) J ſayd nay PHta ) O ſhe ryght ſo hyt ſtent 
Ok goddes purueyaunce / as ſemeth me 
Al tho ther may no comparyſon be 
Foz the pꝛeſcience of a mannes thought 


Liber Quintus. 
{To goddes pꝛelcience map be lekened nought 
C Foz ryght as pe behaldeth wyth your ſyght 
That in thys tyme pꝛelent ys y don 
Kygh fo he ſeyth in hys eternal lyght 
So / that thyng to comyng ys ther none 
As in hys ſyght / ne no thyng ouer gone 
Wher foꝛe hys p2eſctence ( hyt ſueth wel) | 
The nature of thynges chaungeth neuer a dele 
C Foz ſyth he ſeyth tho thynges pꝛelently 
Byght as they ſhal here after warde befalle 
The Jugement of thynges ſykerly | 
227 knowyng conkundeth no thyng at al \| 
Fo al thyng that betyde here after ſhal 3 
Whether nedeful oz contingent be the ende a 
At ones al he Teyth hyt ys in hys mynde 
¶ Ryght as thou ſeyſt a man go on the grounde 
And the Tonne alſo in heuen a ryſe | 
And bothe thou behaldeſt in one ſtounde 
yet canſt thou wel dyſcernen d deuyſe 
Loo that 5 thys man wych walketh in thy 
Ye dothe hym ſelf wyllyngly that dede 
But yet in ſothe the ſonne a ryſeth nede 
¶ Ne the ſyght of god that ys ſo clere 
(That al thyng doth hym be nethen ſe 
Of thes Woꝛdly thynges that ben here 
Deſtoꝛbeleth neuer a dele the qualyte 
wyche in the ſyght of hys eternyte 
Ben pꝛelent now / but to the lyght of man 
Ther tyme they hal here after wardes han 
¶ And here of cometh thys concluſyon 
That what he wote that ſhal here after ſue 
Hyt ys no fallace nother opynyon 8 1 
1. 


s wyſe 


Liber Quintus. [| 
But very ſcience ſulfyſant # true 1 
By wych he knoweth p hyt ys not due 
As ok neceſſyte to fallen ſo | 
Bnt than thou layſt a thyng that chal be do 
¶ And ps pꝛouyded in dyuyne thought 
Hyt may not vnbetyde / hyt ys no dzede 
And thyng that ſo may be exchwed nought | 
Than af neceſſpte / hyt falleth nede F 
And ſo thou wolt me bynden to the dede 
As by thys Woꝛde / that ys neceſſyte 5 
And loo as truthe / J wyl hyt graunt the 
¶ But thys vnnethe may feien an any wy ght 
Ne wel conceyuen tn thys erthly Iyffe | 
But yk he had a concept 4 aſyght 
Ok god / fully were con tatyue 
But vn to thys J aunſwere the belyue 
When that thyng that ſo to comen ys 
To dyuyne ſcrence / referred ys 
C. Loo / neceſſary-ys hyt ſykerly- 
But in the maner of that pꝛopꝛe kende 
whan that thou hyt behaldeſt verely 
NeceſTyte doth hyt in no wyle bynde 
Fo u. neceſſyteys ſhalt thou fynde 
Of wyche that one ys fymple / wete hyt wel 
Ind that other ps condycyonel 1 
¶ That enery man ys moꝛtal of nature: 
Thys ys neceſſyte of ſympleneſſe 
But when thou knowelt a man perauenture 
That walketh of hys awne wylfulneſſe 
That mannes walkyng neceſſary ys 
wyth thys condytion y put ther ta 
The whyle hyt ys y kbno wen to be ſo 


Liber Quintus. 


As foz the tyme hyt may none other be 
But thys condytion ſuffyſeth nought 
wyth hym to dzawen thys ſymplycyte 
Foz wel thou woteſt that thys neceſſyte 
Cometh not of kendly dyſpoſytion 

But of that acrydent condytion 

¶ And neceſſyte doth hym not compelle 
To walten / he that walketh wyllyngly 


Loo that he walketh ueceſſaryly 
And in the ſame wyſe Cykerlp 
What purueyaunce as p2eſent do 
So of neceſſyte hyt doth betyde 


th pꝛouyde 


C And pet that thyng as of hys pꝛopꝛe kende 


Truly doth not of neceſſyte befalle 
But al that god behaldeth in hys mynde 
That ſo of lyberte betyden ſhal 
He behaldeth hyt as pꝛelent al 
And ſo referred to dyuyne ſyght 
As neceſſary they ben a counted ryght 
¶ But thys ys only by condytion 
Ok the kno wyng of dyuyne wyt 
But when thes thynges haue relation 
Un to ther owone pꝛopꝛe kende pet 
Al abſolutly then betydeth hyt 
No thyng compelled of nereſſyte 
Ne hyt fozleteth nought hys lyberte 
¶ So than hyt ſhal befallen doutles 
Al that god to comen doth pꝛouyde 
And moche thyng ſhal fallen neuertheles 
That only chal of lyberte betyde n fig 
ifs 


C Foz thyng that knowen ys in mannes thought 


But whyle he goth / thys wyl J graunt wel 
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Liber Quintus. * 
So that they ſtandeth fre fro eyther lyde 
And though they be to come yet may we chele 
So pꝛopꝛe nature doth. they not fo2leſe g 
C Ther kende ys thys / be koꝛehand er they were 
Ok lyberte they myght haue ben vndo ll 8 
But what foꝛce ys hyt wylt thou lay me hyze- 
where they come of neceſſyte oꝛ no 
Syth of dyuyne ſcience ys hyt ſo 
In al wyle hyt doth befallen thys 
Ryght euen as thyng that neceſſary ys 
C. Loo thys / as Ja lytel here befozn 
Durpoſed. by exſample plenerly 
Oft the ſonne that ryleth by the moꝛn 
And of a man that walteth wyllyngly 
Tyl tyme they be in doyng pꝛelently 
They may wel be vndon hyt ys no dꝛede 
But that one was to betyden nede 
¶ But ſykerly that other neded nought 
So al that he behaldeth as pꝛelent 
Ryght co wythouten daute hyt Chal be wzoght 
But that the ſonne ryſeth verament | 
Loo of neceſſyte hyt hath deſſent 
But the man to Walken o2 to gon 
Hys ovne choys hyt ſtandeth al vpon 
¶ Now then in thys. we haue ſayd but ryght 
That when thes thynges ſo referred be 
Un to the knowyng of dyuyne ſyght 
Loo then they falleth o kneceſſyte 
But referred to ther qualyte 
Ful abſolute in lyberte they ſtonde 
As out of al neceſſary bonde 
C As al that apereth to the comen wyt 


4. Liber Quintus. 
pf that they be referred to reſon 
Unuuerſal than in ſothe ys hyt . 

And yt᷑ thou ſet in thyn entention 

The pꝛoperte ot ther condytion 

So then thou feleſt hyt as ſynguler 

But yk hyt be ( thou ſayſt) in my power 

C My purpoſe fox to chaungen as me luſt 

Loo than ſhal Ja voyden purueyaunce 

By vwyche the Came ys kno wen d wyſt 

But J chal aunl were to thyn allegeaunce : 
Thy purpoſe mayſt thou chaunge at thy pleſaunce 
But thys myght fox to don oꝛ do hyt nought 

And al that dyuers chaungyng of thy thought 

¶ The very p2eſent truthe of pzeſctence- - 
Euery dele behaldeth pꝛelently 

And thou maylt not a voyden hys p2eſence 

No moꝛe than thou mayſt a voyde verely 

The behaldyng of a pꝛelent yee 
Thogh p thou woldeſt thy lelken toꝛne oz wende 
As leketh to the fre wyl of thy mynde . 
¶ But here thou makeſt thys obiection WL 
yk goddes ſcience may be chaunged ſo 

At my pꝛopꝛe dyſpoſytton 

As when J thys now / # now that may J do 
Than may Jenterchaungen to # kro 

Loo hys ſcience by ſtoundes at my wyl 

Nay fox ſothe / that mayſt thou not by ſkyle 

C Foz why the knowyng of dyuyne ſyght 

Goeth beko2e that thyng that ſhal befalle 

And beko2e the pꝛopꝛe preſence ryght 

Loo of hys knowyng he retozneth al 

That euer was / oz ben here after ſhal 
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Liber Quintus. 

Ne as thon weneſt he altereth nought 

ors pꝛelence by ſtoundes of thy thought 
As now thys thyng # now » thyng to know 

But he abydyng every wyt compaſeth | 

The chaungyng-of thy thoughtes al a rowe 

Wpth one ſyght al at ones he enlaceth 

He goth alſo before c al embraceth 

Hys myght alſo / that al compzehendeth 

And eke hys ſyght that to ſo fer extendeth 

Al thynges to behalden pꝛelently 

He hath them not receyued ſo as we 

Ok thyng that ys to comen ſuyngly 

But of hys pꝛopꝛe hye ſymplycyte 


Wherby hyt may ful wel aſſoyled be 


That thou whyle er a geynſt me haſt y put 
Unſembly ſayſt thou ys hyt to thy wt 
That thyng to come of onre vnſtableneſſe 
holde the cauſe ben of hys ſcience [ 
But of hys connyng loo the myght ys thys 
He cloſeth al wyth knowyng of pꝛelencte 
Ok dyuers tyme he hath no dyfference 

And al thyng in to certeyn hath he bzought 
To thynges paſſed oweth he ryght nought 
C Syth hyt ys ſo / I may conctiden now 
That in euery moꝛtal creature 

The lyberte abydeth hole y now 

And ſtandeth fully in ther ovone cure 

And lawes wyche that medes doth meſure 
To tho men that ben good & vertuous 
And alfo peynes to the vycyous 
¶ Then fo2 vnryght they may not ben arected 


Dyth euery man hys ovone pl ys at 


Liber Qniutus. 
As by neceſſyte no thyng y letted | 
But that he may deſeruen loue o2 hate 
And god hym ſelfen ſytte a boue algate 
And euery thyng he knoweth er hyt be 

As pzeſent in hys hye eternyte 

C In ous behaldyng euery thought # dede 
(That ys / 02 Chal be don / in ful certeyn 
And to the good men he deſpoſeth mede 
Ind to the wycked punyThement c peyn 
To truſt in god hyt ys no thyng in veyn 
And p2eyours / yf they ryghtuouſly be ledde 
Beleue hyt wel / they may not ben vnſpedde / 
C Qxythſtande thou vyce / c geue the to vertu 
To ryghtuous hope | thou lyft vp thy cozage 
And fox thy nedes / yf thou wolt perſue 
Humble pꝛeyer ſende in thy meſſage 

Up to thy god / hyt fayleth not hys wage 
Ne doute the nought / Þ ſhalt be ſpedde ful ſone 
Fo he refuſeth-neuer a lowly boune 
C And loke that thou my counſel nat foꝛgete 
Dyſſymule not / but do thy beſpneſſe | 
The nede ys thyn / alfa the charge ys grete | 
That thau be founde in vertu ⁊ pzowelle | 
Syth al thy wotke ys open dd expꝛeſſe 

Vn to the pꝛelence of the Juge on hye 

That al thyng doth behalden plenerly 


Explicit Liber Quintus 
Boecij De conlolations hie. 


Deo gracias. 


LMS TP AY 4 WY 
_ WS / \V 4 WP — e 
" A ' , PF 1 . = 


4 
mc 


a 
m—— a 


. . RS 


| 


-> Souereyn lady in to your pꝛelencẽ 


Liber Quintus. 
Collectis in ſequentibus cutullibet linee 
pꝛimis litteris / non ſolum Tranſlators 
ſed & tranſferrt pꝛocurantis / nomina cũ 
cognominibus / inueſtigare poteris. 
Nomen tranſferrt pꝛocurantis. 
Mer mote exalted be thou loꝛd on hy 
Lawiy wyche of thy benygnyte 


r 
5 In fleſſhe and blodde aperyng wyllyngly 
So pyteoufly-were peyned on the tre 
And ſuffereſt / that greuous was to the 


Be bledde wyth al thy blodde foꝛ mannes lake 

Euer moꝛe exalted be thy mateſte Hr 

Thyn hert blodde / oure raunſon woldeſt p make 
Cognomen. | 

C Blyſful loꝛde J pꝛap the hertely 

Er J depart of thys moꝛtalpte 

Reſkewe me fro my perylous enemp 

Kepyng me fro hys curſed cruelte 

Eternally to ſet my thought in the 

Luſt of ſynnes fully to fozſake | 

Endles god wyche art bothe one x iij. 

pn to thy cure fo2 euer J me betake 


Nomen Tranſlatozis. 
elde pow thankes lady Dapience 
coe ö thys woꝛke ys to an ende y brought 
haue ye the wozchyppe * the recompence 
And J no dele / Þ haue deſerued — 4 
None other lu t 


elyꝛe I in my thought 
ht coueyt J but pour Inkluence 


Ne no ug 
Eternally / ſo that J may be brought 


* 


Cognomen Tranſlatous. 
Myth al my hert to do 14 reuerence 
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4 - L%awly vnder poure obedyence 
To pleſen pow yf J Cuffyſed ought 
wyth al my hert / as euer J haue beſoght 


No thyng coueyt J of youre excellence 
>; *, Eternally but that J may be bzought 


y louereyn lady in to your pzeſence {| | 


Here endeth the boke of comfozt called 
in latyn Boecius de conſolattone Phe, | 


Enpꝛented in the exempt monaſtery of 
Taueſtok in Denchyze. By me Dan 
Thomas Rychard monke of the ſayd 
Monaſtery / To the iuſtant deſy2e of 


the ryght woꝛchypkul eſquyer Mayſter 
Robert Langdon, Anno d. M D xxv. 


Deo Gzacias. 
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